
 

etting the Stage: 
You know what they say – 
everything old is new again – and 
game night is definitely retro and 

definitely hot.  From suddenly 
fashionable mod décor to Celebrity 
Poker on Bravo, everything Vegas is 
in.  Having game night at your place is 
more than just hot – it’s also a 
fantastic date idea.  Why?  Because 
unlike more romantic dates, this one 
is simply about reconnecting with your 
partner by having a swinging good 
time with a group of friends. 
 
Since you’ll be the host, it’s up to you 
to set the mood, and I say, think more 
Bellagio and less Circus Circus.  Not to 
be a total buzz-kill, but before you 
even get your buzz on, do plan for 
designated drivers or better yet – a 
fleet of taxis to whisk your friends 
away after you’ve sapped them dry. 
 
Bring the Kids: 
Definitely not! 
 
Dress to Impress: 

Make sure they know you’re a 
high roller the second you walk 

through the door in your best black 
suit, pressed white shirt (no tie), and 
a silver or gold watch.  Don’t forget 
the ultimate accessory – the darkest 
pair of sunglasses you own. 

 
This evening is all about what you 
look like from the waist up, so opt 

for a seductively low-cut shirt or tight 
sweater and dark red lipstick.  Nothing 
will make them fold like you smokin’ a 
giant stogie. 

Devil’s in the Details: 
Keep the food finger-size and 
keep it comin’.  Try cold cuts, 
shrimp, stuffed mushrooms, 

bowls of pretzels, olives, and bite-size 
chocolates.  

 
Nothing says Vegas like a martini 
– shaken, not stirred. 

 
Go classic all the way with the Rat 
Pack’s best – Old Blue Eyes 

himself – Frank Sinatra. 
 

Decorate your place like a bona 
fide casino with a round green 

table, real poker chips, and most of al 
– no clocks! 
 

A bottle of hard liquor, your 
best Sammy Davis impression, 

and all the cash you can afford to lose. 
 
Two words:  Strip poker.  If this 
is your game of choice, make 
sure you’re prepared with your 

sexiest black lace bra and panties and 
that Brazilian wax you’ve been 
avoiding! 
 
Resources: 
Check out www.cardplayer.com, 
www.martinisonline.com. 
 

         POKER FACE 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS OVER FOR A VERY 
VEGAS EVENING, BABY! 
 

 

S 
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A TO Z OF LOVE! 
o Age does not protect you from love 

but love to some extent protects you 
from age. 

o Better to have loved and lost than to 
have never loved at all.  

o Choose the one who loves you and 
not whom you love.  

o Don’t forget to love yourself. 
o Everyone admits that love is 

wonderful and necessary, yet no one 
agrees on just what it is. 

o For one human being to love 
another:  that is perhaps the most 
difficult of our tasks; the ultimate, 
the last test and proof, the work for 
which all other work is but 
preparation. 

o Gravitation cannot be held 
responsible for people falling in love. 

o He who loves 50 people has 50 
woes; he who loves no one has no 
woes. 

o If you judge people, you have no 
time to love them. 

o Just three words, “I Love You,” but 
they mean the world to everybody. 

o Kindness is love in disguise. 
o Love does not consist in gazing at 

each other, but in looking outward 
together in the same direction. 

o Mature love says:  “I need you 
because I love you.” Immature love 
says:  “I love you because I need 
you.” 

o Nothing can be as beautiful as falling 
in love. 

o Offerings of love should be made 
without any expectations. 

o Precious possession that a man can 
ever have, is a woman’s heart. 

o Quotes are people’s way of 
expressing their experience of love. 

o Rose is the symbol of love. 
o Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as 

a seal upon thyne arm: for love is 
strong as death. 

o There is only one happiness in life, to 
love and to be loved. 

o Usually a man in love cannot be 
harsh. 

o Victory of a heart is the most prized 
possession. 

o Within you, I lose myself; without 
you, I find myself, searching to be 
lost again. 

o X-ray cannot reveal a love struck 
heart. 

o Yes, is the ultimate word for love! 
o Zodiac signs are insignificant when it 

comes to love. 
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etting the Stage: 
I love this date for Valentine’s 
Day or special days like 
birthdays.  This really is all about 

giving to the other person (though 
real love birds will want to do it any 
old time just to make their partner 
happy).  You’re 
going to write 
on 10 cards 10 
things you’re 
willing to do for 
your date.  
Think of them as redeemable love 
coupons and hide them throughout 
your home.  Be insightful with each 
offering; from mowing their lawn (if 
that’s something they hate to do) to 
taking them out for a night of dancing 
(if that’s something you hate to do).  
Make it about them!  They only have 
only 30 minutes to find all the cards.  
Whatever they don’t find, they don’t 
get.  This is a game, after all! 
 
Bring the Kids: 
Absolutely, just be sure to make cards 
of a different color than those meant 
for your partner. Otherwise, things 
could get awkward. 
 
Dress to Impress: 

You can’t go wrong with a well-
worn pair of Levis or khakis (no 

pleats, please) and a black T. Add a 
leather belt, matching shoes, and a 
big chunky watch. 
 

Cropped jeans, a black tank top with a 
scarf through the belt loops, a wedge-
heeled sandals – casual cool! 
 
Devil’s in the Details: 

I love the idea of hiding a 
different piece of chocolate (or 
their favorite candy) with each 

card for that extra sweet touch. 
 

Make margaritas with 1 oz. 
tequila, ½ oz. triple sec, 1 ½ oz 

sweet/sour mix, and a lime slice for 
garnish. 

 
Once again, make the evening 
about your date by playing their 

favorite band and playing it loud!  
 

Put a lot of thought and energy 
into making the cards look 

good, as they’ll likely become 
keepsakes.  Buy good cardstock paper 
and a pen in silver or gold. 

 
You’ll likely work up an 
appetite, so take-out would be 

a well-deserved treat.  Chinese food 
for you and your date eaten straight 
out of the boxes is casual and fun. 

 
Up the ante by making each 
card super sexy.  If your date’s 
been trying to get you to be 

intimate in a public place, write that 
up, or if they really want you to lick... 
well, I think you get the picture. 
 
Resources: 
Go to www.papyrus.com. 

         SEXY SCAVENGER 
HUNT 
PLANT CLUES AROUND YOUR PLACE THAT 
LEAD STRAIGHT TO PARADISE! 
 

 

S 
“My husband’s 
German. Every 
night I get dressed 
up as Poland and he 
invades me.” 
 - Bette Midler 

Romantic Date Ideas - by April Masini

38

http://www.papyrus.com/


 

etting the Stage: 
For those of us who live where 
the air is warm all year long, a 
snowstorm can seem like the 

ultimate in romance (especially since 
we don’t have to shovel the driveway 
every day).  Unfortunately, short of 
hopping on an airplane, there’s 
generally no way we get to experience 
one – that is, until now. 
 
This may not be the easiest date to 
pull off, but if you’re up for the 
challenge, it is loads of fun and will 
remain a day both of you will 
remember.  The most important 
ingredient is –
drum roll, 
please – fake 
snow.  These 
days, no 
matter where you live, you can usually 
beat the heat by driving an hour or 
two to a place that’s got the white 
stuff.  It’s the one time when faking it 
is just as good (and sometimes 
better!) than the real thing.  
Obviously, the best time to surprise 
your date and/or family with this 
amazing gift is during the winter 
holidays. 
 
Bring the Kids:  
This one’s definitely more fun with 
kids.  
 
Dress to Impress: 

Few things look better on a man 
than a black leather jacket and 

faded blue jeans.  Just be sure to take 
the jacket off when it’s time to frolic in 

the snow.  Though normally a no-no, 
sneakers are fine on this date. 
 

This is the perfect chance to play 
up that snow bunny fantasy you 

have.  You know, the one where 
you’re wearing skin-tight jeans, a 
plush faux fur coat, and matching cap.  
How cute are you! 
 
Devil’s in the Details: 

My winter fantasy is all about 
warmth and comfort, so a huge 
plate of chocolate chip cookies 

fresh out of the oven will just about do 
the trick.  The dough from Tollhouse is 
surprisingly good if you loath to bake. 
 

Have you ever tried a Hot Toddy?  
Probably not if you live in a warm 

cold climate.  It’s a classic and the 
perfect accompaniment on this day. 
 
Hot Toddy: 
In a mug, add 1 tsp. of sugar and 1 ¼ oz. 
brandy, bourbon, or other liquor of your 
choice.  Fill with hot water and garnish 
with a twist of lemon. 
 

You’re already halfway there, so 
you may as well go holiday all the 

way with a compilation of your 
favorite rockers singing Christmas 
tunes.  
 

Um, the snow, of course, and 
that giant snowball your date 

will be sending your way. 
 
Even if it’s not actually cold 
outside, I love the idea of 

ending the date with a hot bubble 

       WINTER WONDERLAND 
SURPRISE YOUR DATE WITH A ROMANTIC 
WINTER LANDSCAPE! 
 

 

S 

“Give a man free 
hands, and you’ll 
know where to find 
them.” 
 - Mae West 
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bath for two.  So why not bring over 
the bubbles – even cuter if you can 
get the kind that comes in a 
champagne bottle.  Talking dirty to 
your date is fun and needn’t result in 
washing your mouth out with soap! 

 
Women are extra sensitive when 
it comes to scents.  Be sure to 
put just the right amount of 

cologne on.  My favorite is Tuscany. 
 
Resources: 
Visit www.makingsnow.com for a 
place near you. 
 
SURVEY: 

If you're a single mom, when do you find 
time to date? 
30%: I date whenever I can! 
27%: I date only when my child is with 
his/her father − every other weekend. 
21%: I date when my child is in my 
custody.  I just get a babysitter. 
21%: I never date. 

www.AskApril.com Online Magazine Poll 
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