
 

Szabadság tér is renowned for its well-maintained green areas, its water feature and also for the only 

Soviet monument to be found in the whole of Budapest. Mind you that this is monument seeks to 

evoke the liberation of Hungary from Fascist rulership during World War Two. Hence the name 

Szabadság tér, meaning Liberty Square. Yet it is highly disputed among locals whether a Soviet 

monument has a place in Budapest at all. 

Getting back to Erzsébet square from here will be child’s play. All you have to do is walk past the 

fountains installed in the middle of Szabadság tér and then turn into the small lane to your left. With 

the UniCredit Bank headquarters to your left and, you guessed it, the Iberostar Grand Hotel to your 

right you are now entering the Street Of October 6 which, as you could tell by a bank’s headquarters 

being in the area, is the heart of Budapest’s manageable banking district. 

Once again completely different from any Western city Budapest banking district is no area of haste, 

dark suits and snobbish behavior, but a very lively place that features quality bars and restaurants, 

lots of tourists that are attracted by them. 

 



2. VIA METRO 

 

Budapest’s subway system is well-maintained and reaches every part of the city. The standard price 

for a one-way ticket that is valid as long as you go into one unchanged direction is just 350 HUF 

which is about 1,15€. Tickets can be bought at counters and ticket machines as well as at 

picturesque ticket booths that some of the older subway stations, among them Deák Ferenc tér, still 

have. Be sure to check the timetables of all subways, buses and night buses on the website of the 

Budapest transportation company or – the better alternative if you ask me – just download their 

convenient smartphone app (For Android. iPhone version here) that lets you do all that from your 

phone. 

Speaking of which, Deák Ferenc tér (“Deh-uck Feh-rense-terr”), or just Deák as the locals say, is the 

absolute heart of the city in terms of transportation. Located right across from Erzsébet tér it serves 

as the intersection of the Blue M3, the red M2 and the yellow M1 subway line.  

Arriving in Budapest these four subway stations will be of your main concern: 

http://www.bkk.hu/en/timetables/
http://www.bkk.hu/en/timetables/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=hu.innostart.bkk&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/bkk-futar/id916193835?mt=8


1. Köbánya-Kispet 

This station is your hub to the center if you arrive by plane. Leaving from terminal 1 and terminal 2 the 

bus line E200 will take you directly to Köbánya-Kispet. From it will be ten stops with the M3 line 

heading northbound into the direction of Újpest Központ until you arrive at Deák Ferenc tér. 

If you arrive before 18.00h then as an alternative you can take the train leaving from Ferihegy train 

station that is a stop on the route of the E200 bus line. In less than 30 minutes and for the same price 

as a subway picket will trains leaving from Ferihegy station bring you the downtown train station of 

Nyugati. Note that the last train from Ferihegy will be leaving at around 18.00h. 

A taxi from Budapest International Airport to Deák Ferenc tér will cost about 22€ to 30€ if you go with 

the licensed company of Fö Taxi. As of 2013 the city of Budapest has imposed strict laws on the taxi 

business meaning that every taxi has to be yellow painted with a taxi sign on their roof and must only 

go by the meter – and not by fixed prices. That doesn’t mean you cannot negotiate, but as there 

might be high traffic with long waiting time and detours the drivers will most likely insist on the meter 

as it will make them more money. 

Travel Tip: 

Many apartments on Airbnb offer an airport pickup service (see the apartment’s description). 

For a fee lower than 30€ will there be a driver with your name on a sign waiting for you at the 

exit. Keep your eyes open for apartments that offer this service or ask the host about it if you 

have no interest in dealing with taxi drivers and/or public transport. 

 

2. Nyugati pályaudvar (Nyugati railway station) 

Located two stops north of Deák Ferenc tér this subway station is next to Nyugati railway station. 

Take subway line M3 into the direction of Köbánya-Kispet, get out after two stops and you are in the 

heart of the city. Taxi fare from Deák Ferenc tér to Keleti: …oh come one! Just consider walking this 

one short side of the Golden Triangle. 

 

3. Keleti pályaudvar (Keleti railway station) 

Keleti is Budapest’s next larger railway station. Situated east of the city center Keleti is in the middle 

of undesirable Józsefváros. Luckily, the center is just three stops away if you take line M2 heading 

West. Taxi fare from Deák Ferenc tér to Keleti: 1.900 HUF ~ 6,00€. 

 

http://www.fotaxi.hu/


 

4. Nepliget 

Lastly, Nepilget station has to be mentioned as this is where all the buses of Orangeways, Student 

Agency and many other companies arrive and departure from. With six stops from Deák Ferenc tér 

Nepliget is quite a bit far out and you should plan at least 40 minutes to get there. The bus stops are 

on the other side of a 6-lane highway that is hard to cross. Taxi fare from Deák Ferenc tér to Nepliget: 

3.000 HUF ~ 9,50€. 

3. VIA TAXI 

Unlike nearby Ukraine, taxi fares in Budapest are almost on-par with Western Europe. A 10 to 15 

minute fare will cost you 8-10€ which is just 2-5€ lower than a comparable fare in Berlin or Vienna. 

By law, taxi companies are supposed to maintain yellow taxi cabs with a light on them that says “taxi” 

and that shows whether the taxi are free or not. And most of the taxis you will encounter play by the 

official rules. Non-licensed cabs are a rarity. 

Another thing is that all of the regular taxis go by the meter. This actually is not a real advantage for 

you as the drivers are less likely to negotiate prices. While you could probably negotiate a ride of 15€ 

down to 10€ this no longer is possible as a law of 2013 law prohibits to charge fares that do not stem 

from the meter. Naturally, taxi drivers would care less about a law like that, but as the meter grants 

them higher fares they happily abide by it. 

TRAVEL TIP: 

When going to a taxi make sure that the driver is not a gypsy, even if he is driving a regular 

and licensed taxi. This is not to bash gypsies, but to avoid unnecessary haggle. While used to 

avoid gypsy taxi drivers all the way there was one time where I gave in – and got served on the 

spot. Here’s the story that may or may not representative for riding with a gypsy taxi driver: 

 

As soon as I, the alleged “rich” Western traveler, got into the car the driver asked in a rude 

tone if I “got a money”. I confirmed and told him to keep his eyes on the road as he seemed to 

somewhat lean into me. Driven from some inner drive he again blurted out, asking me again if I 

had money on me even though I had confirmed it a minute ago. I asked him what was wrong 

with him. He got even more aggravated and started yelling while he gesticulated wildly: “Look I 

must you if you got a money! Yes or no!” – By this time it was obvious that he know what he 

was doing so I give him what he asked for. I yelled back at him, told him to pull over and that 

the ride was over. Baffled by me yelling out so loudly, he pulled over. I took my bag, said “You 



get nothing” and slammed the door, walking into the direction I needed to go A moment later 

the taxi driver yelled after me, telling me that everything “is okay now, I drive you now!”. 

Decide for yourself is that is an experience you are interested in making. 


