
SAVING 

MONEY ON 

How to find wallet friendly 

accommodation that's still 

stylish

Accommodation can be as expensive or as 

cheap as you want. It can even be free! 

Whilst luxury hotels with private spas may be 

nice, I’d rather be out exploring than stuck in 

a hotel room. 

This means I'm not one to spend more than 

£100 a night on a hotel room for the two of 

us (not regularly anyway!). Our 

accommodation usually comes in at under 

£50 a night; or less than £25 each. 

Here’s how I find comfortable 

accommodation for less.  
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I usually set my max budget at around 

£50 a night. That’s £50 split between two 

people, £25 a night each. 

When it comes to reviews, I look at 

hotels that have a review score of at least 

7 out of 10. 

You could save even more money if 

you’re less fussy. I don’t want to stay in 

complete dumps; I still want to be 

comfortable! 

I’ll then have a look through, taking in to 

account details such as; how far away 

the hotel is from the city centre (will I 

have to pay lots in public transport to 

see things, thus making the hotel more 

expensive than it seems?); does it have a 

kitchen (allowing me to cook my own 

meals and save MORE money); whether 

the price includes breakfast (see more 

about this below) and what the bad 

reviews say (if it’s about cleanliness I 

usually give the hotel a miss), before 

making my decision. 

With Airbnb I follow a similar process. I 

limit my budget to £50 or less for a night 

and usually opt to have the place to 

ourselves. 

If it works out too expensive to have an 

Airbnb to ourselves, I’m more than 

happy to have a private room and stay 

with the hosts. Private rooms often work 

out cheaper but not always! 

Airbnb also have the option to stay in a 

shared room or space. I tend not to go 

for this option. If I am going to stay in a 

shared room, I’d rather use couch surfing 

and stay for free than pay for it.   

See the section on couch surfing below. 

   

PA I D  

When researching places to stay there are two 

websites I use. One is Booking.com and the other is 

Airbnb. 

There are hundreds of hotel comparison sites out 

there and you might find great deals on them, but 

these are the two I turn to every time.  

Let’s say I’m staying in Sydney for a few nights. My 

first step would be to open up both Booking.com 

and Airbnb in my browser, type Sydney and select 

the dates I’m planning on staying. 

I will then filter out the hotels that are too 

expensive and the cheap ones that have bad 

reviews on Booking.com. 
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https://www.booking.com?aid=808453
http://www.airbnb.com/c/hkacary
https://www.booking.com/s/h0kaca90
http://www.airbnb.com/c/hkacary
https://www.booking.com/?aid=808453
http://www.airbnb.com/c/hkacary
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A  NOTE  ON  HOS TE L S

I know many travellers swear by using hostels and find them to be the cheapest form of 

accommodation. I’ve not found this to be true as I pretty much always travel with my partner. 

In hostels you pay by the bed. Therefore paying for two beds usually ends up more expensive than 

paying for one room in a hotel. 

If you’re travelling solo or with a friend and want to meet fellow travellers, a hostel can be a great 

choice. It’s far easier to meet people in a hostel than when you’re staying in a hotel. But, if you don’t 

mind sharing a room with your friend then it could be best to stay in a hotel and head to a hostel bar 

in the evening. You could also use meetup.com and couchsurfing.com (more on this below) as ways of 

meeting people.  

The lesson here is to not always assume hostels are going to be cheaper.
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Free accommodation while travelling 

sounds too good to be true, right? But it is 

possible to find free accommodation. No, 

you don’t have to be a travel blogger 

getting sponsored by hotels either! 

During our first month in Canada we kept 

costs down by couch surfing and house 

sitting. These forms of accommodation 

allowed us to stay for free in some great 

places while we travelled, cutting out one 

of our biggest daily expenses at the same 

time!   

F REE  

I like to think of couch surfing as the free Airbnb. It’s 

been around longer and it’s a fantastic option for 

people looking to travel on a budget like you! 

You could organise a couch surf with friends you know 

who live in different cities or countries or you could use 

websites such as couchsurfing.com. We went for the 

latter whilst in Ottawa. 

Despite it’s name, you won’t always be sleeping on a 

couch in someone’s living room. When we couch 

surfed in Ottawa we had our own private bedroom. 

You'll find that many couch surfing hosts offer private 

rooms to travellers if that's your preference. 

To get started, sign up for free, and get searching for 

couch surfing hosts in the town you’re visiting.  

Pick a few hosts and write them a note saying when 

you’re visiting and ask if they’re able to host you.  

COUCH  SUR F I NG Each host will have a slightly different set 

up. Some will give you their own keys so 

you can come and go, whilst others will 

want you out of the houses while they’re 

at work. 

It’s good to ask while you’re messaging 

the host if they haven’t mentioned it in 

their profile to avoid any surprises. 

As with anything, there are some less 

than great stories out there from people 

who have had bad experiences with

couch surfing. Take a look at a potential 

host's reviews and if you’ve any doubts 

then don’t stay. If things aren’t as you 

expected once you arrive, leave. 

The more complete your profile, the more 

likely you are to get a response from the 

host. Most hosts enjoy meeting new 

people and hearing travel stories. Be 

yourself and come across friendly.   

T o p  t i p
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HOUSE  

S I T T I NG

House sitting is where you look after 

someone’s house when they go away. In 

most cases you’ll also be looking after 

their pet(s) too, but not always. 

There are dozens of websites you can 

use to organise a house sit and there are 

also plenty of Facebook groups 

out where people promote houses sits. 

We used TrustedHousesitters.com which 

is one of the biggest and most well 

known house sitting websites. They have 

house sits all across the world (although 

most of them do seem to be in Europe). 

Trusted House Sitters requires members 

to pay an annual fee which works out at 

less than $10 a month. Even if you only 

do one house sit in the whole year, you’ll 

make your money back in savings on 

accommodation. 

As most house sits involve looking after 

pets you should have experience in 

looking after your own pets or someone 

else’s, and like animals (obviously). 

TOP  T I P S   FOR  GE T T I NG  THAT  F I R S T  HOUSE  S I T

Be open to meeting with the owners before your sit 

and offer to Skype with them so they can ask 

questions and you can put their worries to bed. 

When housesitting you have certain responsibilities 

(walking and feeding animals) so you will have to 

be in the house at certain times of the day. 

This form of accommodation isn’t suitable for 

everyone. If you’re on a sightseeing trip, then don’t 

take on a housesit. 

It is a great form of accommodation if you’re doing 

some more long term travel though!  

As with couch surfing, the more complete your profile, the better your chance of being 

successful with securing a house sit. 

Try and get some reviews from friends and family and make sure you upload photos of you with 

pets. 

When applying for a house sit, write a message that shows you’ve read the profile. Mention the pets’ 

names and your relevant experience. 

It’s a bit like applying for a job but it’s rewarding when you get free accommodation AND a pet 

friend!  

I f  y o u  s i g n  up  u s i n g  t h i s  

l i n k  y o u ’ l l  g e t  t w o  

mon t h s  f r e e .       
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https://www.trustedhousesitters.com/su/iAIJpCrF
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