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Introduction 

When I began teaching English at the end of the 1970s, the internet as we know it today did not 
exist. English teaching and learning materials were almost exclusively physical, i.e., books and 
audiocassettes, though of course we did have TV and radio back in those days! The videocassette 
recorder was the latest teaching technology, and I well remember organising an exchange with a 
French teacher in England. She would send me videocassettes of English programmes that she had 
taped off air, and I would do the same in French. In fact, I've still got those videocassettes. They are 
gathering dust in a cupboard somewhere in the school – even if we no longer have a VCR to play 
them on!  
 
How times have changed. Nowadays, learners of English have access to an unlimited amount of 
authentic material in the form of online news, blogs, e-books, podcasts, YouTube, Netflix, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc., etc. Not to mention all the sites and resources specifically aimed at English learners. 
And you don't even have to be sitting in front of a computer any longer — mobile learning on 
smartphones and tablets has become commonplace. With this wealth of material, one might think 
that it would be much easier to learn the language. The problem is that the sheer amount of material 
can be overwhelming. How can you find the most suitable English-learning resources for your level 
and needs when a Google search for "English listening intermediate" (for example) returns over six 
million results? The good news is that I have done a lot of the work for you. Over the years, I have 
identified and tested hundreds, if not thousands, of sites. I have also reviewed many of them on my 
blog. And that is the knowledge that I am pleased to be able to share with you in this guide. 
 

FAQ 

Who is this guide for? 

Anyone who is learning English as a Second or Foreign Language (ESL/EFL). Teachers will also find it 
useful as a library of English-learning resources for themselves or their students. 
 

Can you really learn English online? 

While there are online programs which provide courses for complete beginners, I would strongly 
recommend finding a tutor or joining a class (online or face-to-face) for anyone in that situation. 
However, if you are a learner with a basic knowledge of English, the resources listed in this guide will 
enable you to improve your level by working on specific weaknesses (grammar or listening, for 
example), or by supplementing work done in class. The guide will also be useful for anyone who has 
finished their studies and wants to 'keep up' their English. 
 

What's the most effective way of learning English? 

Despite the wonderful opportunities for learning provided by the internet, the reality is that there 
are no magic solutions. Learning a language (and not just English) still requires a lot of hard work and 
motivation. Here are just a few tips (check out the resources on the How to Learn English Online 
page for more detailed advice): 
 

• Fix your objectives. Ask yourself why you want to improve your English. Is it for travel, for 
work, to pass an exam, or just for your own pleasure? Do you want to speak more fluently, 
read books in English, write better essays, or something else? 
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• Make a plan. First, identify the areas you need to concentrate on to achieve your objectives. 
What, when, where and how will you study? Try to study regularly. Half an hour a day is 
better than two hours once or twice a week. 

• Motivate yourself. Preparing an exam like the TOEIC or planning a trip to an English-speaking 
country can be very motivating if you find learning English is a chore. 

• Make learning enjoyable. There are hundreds of things you can do to improve your English, 
so concentrate on those that you are most interested in (movies, music, news, literature, 
etc.).  

• Be an active learner. Just watching movies or listening to songs in English probably won't do 
much to improve your level. Watch movies or series with, then without English subtitles. 
Make a note of new vocabulary. Create flashcards. Revise regularly. Learn from your 
mistakes. Take control of the learning process.  

 
In fact, recent research into what is known as 'deliberate practice' has shown that "how expert one 
becomes at a skill has more to do with how one practices than with merely performing a skill a large 
number of times. An expert breaks down the skills that are required to be expert and focuses on 
improving those skill chunks during practice or day-to-day activities, often paired with immediate 
coaching feedback. Another important feature of deliberate practice lies in continually practicing a 
skill at more challenging levels with the intention of mastering it." [Source: Wikipedia]  
 

How should I use this guide? 

Check out as many sites as possible and stick with those that you find most useful/interesting. The 
categories are not exclusive. For example, to avoid repetition I have put news apps under 'News', but 
not under 'Apps'. To find all the resources for a particular keyword (e.g., 'intermediate', or 'app'), you 
can do a search in Acrobat Reader by using CTRL + F. 
 
Good luck, and please e-mail me if you find any broken links or have any suggestions for resources to 
include in a future edition of this guide. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Jeffrey Hill was born in Plymouth, UK, but now lives in Le Havre, France, where he has been working 
at the EM Normandie Business School since 1991, teaching general and business English, and 
preparing students for the TOEIC and TOEFL exams. In 2004 he was awarded an MBA from Liverpool 
University. 
 
Since 2011, Jeffrey has been project manager for the EM Normandie’s iTunes U site, where he has 
published several top-ranking courses. In 2004, he started The English Blog, which now has well over 
9,000 posts and several million page views. More recently, he created the Crossword English website, 
which features a daily ESL crossword. He has also had two ESL crossword books published and self-
published three others as PDF e-books. In 2016, he was responsible for developing the school’s free 
English-learning app, SmartEnglish by EM Normandie, which features his own Essential Business 
English course. 
 
Jeffrey has a life-long love of teaching and learning languages, and is delighted to be able to share his 
experience with you in the pages of this guide. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Practice_(learning_method)#Deliberate_practice
mailto:englishemn@gmail.com
http://www.em-normandie.fr/
http://www.ecole-management-normandie.fr/uk/school/em-normandie-on-itunes-u.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/animated-english-lessons/id997648245?mt=10
http://www.englishblog.com/
http://crosswordenglish.com/
http://www.englishblog.com/2015/06/my-first-publications-english-crossword-puzzles-levels-1-2.html
http://crosswordenglish.com/store/
http://www.ecole-management-normandie.fr/uk/news/headline_news-1/smartenglish_by_em_normandie_a_new_application_to_learn_english_-2181.html
http://www.englishblog.com/2017/01/video-essential-business-english-lesson-one-introducing-chic-boutique-1.html
http://www.englishblog.com/2017/01/video-essential-business-english-lesson-one-introducing-chic-boutique-1.html
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Academic English and Study Skills 

You may be confident in using English in everyday situations, but the English you need for studying is 
rather different. It is what is known as 'academic English', and is the type of English needed for 
reading and understanding your study materials, and writing about a subject. 
 
So if you are studying or planning to study in an English-speaking educational establishment, or 
preparing to take one of the main academic English exams, here are some resources that will help 
you. 
 

ACADEMIC ENGLISH  
 

 Academic English Online — Paid courses from Macmillan English (some have IELTS or TOEFL 
practice). 

 Academic English Online — Self-study materials to develop writing, reading, speaking and 
grammar skills. 

 Academic Writing — These OWL resources will help you with the types of writing you may 
encounter while in college. 

 EASE (Essential Academic Skills in English) — Two self-access courses: Listening to Lectures 
and Seminar Discussions.  

 English at University — BBC Learning English series that brings you the English words and 
phrases you need to help you through your first year of study abroad. 

 

STUDY SKILLS 
 

 Skills for OU Study — Tips and guidance on effective study from the Open University. 

 Study Skills for Students — Proven tips and techniques for studying smarter. 
 

IELTS 
 

 IELTS — The official IELTS website. 

 IELTS Essentials — Free sample practice tests. 

 IELTS Skills — Macmillan app with practice exercises and interactive tasks to help you 
develop the four skills you need to master for your IELTS Academic exam. 

 IELTS Test Prepcast — Podcast giving free lessons to IELTS Test candidates. 

 Road to IELTS — The free version has 10 hours' worth of practice materials. 

 Take IELTS with British Council — 30 hours of free test materials. 
 

TOEFL 
 

 4Tests — Two free TOEFL practice tests. 

 How to Prepare for the TOEFL Test the Right Way — Blog post from FluentU. 

 Prepare for the TOEFL iBT Test — Official test prep materials from ETS. 

 TOEFL Go Anywhere — Tips, sample questions and quizzes from ETS. 
 

https://www2.open.ac.uk/students/skillsforstudy/what-is-academic-english.php
http://www.macmillanenglish.com/courses/academic-english-online/
http://aeo.sllf.qmul.ac.uk/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/2/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/globalpad/moodle/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/english-at-university
https://www2.open.ac.uk/students/skillsforstudy/index.php
http://www.educationcorner.com/study-skills.html
http://www.ielts.org/
https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/prepare/freepracticetests
http://www.macmillaneducationapps.com/ieltsskills/
https://www.passieltshigher.com/series/ielts-test-prepcast/
http://www.roadtoielts.com/
http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare
https://www.4tests.com/toefl#StartExam
http://www.fluentu.com/toefl/blog/how-to-prepare-for-toefl/
https://www.ets.org/toefl/ibt/prepare
https://www.toeflgoanywhere.org/toefl-practice
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Apps 

Mobile learning has become very popular, and there is no shortage of apps for learning English on 

your smartphone or tablet. Some are free, some are paid, and some are free with paid features (aka 

freemium). The problem is sorting the good from the not-so-good (and the downright bad). 

When I got my first iPad back in 2012, I started a blog called iPad English, where I reviewed many of 

the leading ESL apps of the time. The site is no longer updated and some of the apps have 

disappeared, but it's still worth checking out. I've also reviewed a number of apps on The English Blog 

(which is still going strong). I'll put links to these reviews where relevant.  

The first app I'm going to talk about SmartEnglish by EM Normandie, which is my school's 100% free 

app for learning English. I'm not saying that it's the best app available , but it does provide a fun 

and effective way to improve your listening, vocabulary, and speaking skills. The app currently 

features four totally separate courses: Make Friends in English, Get Around Town, Useful Phrasal 

Verbs, and my own course, Essential Business English. Each lesson begins with an animated video, 

followed by a series of interactive language activities. You can even record yourself speaking. I could 

go on, but the best thing to do would be to download the app, which is available for iOS and Android, 

and see for yourself! 

 

http://www.ipadenglish.net/
http://www.englishblog.com/
http://www.ecole-management-normandie.fr/uk/news/headline_news-1/smartenglish_by_em_normandie_a_new_application_to_learn_english_-2181.html
https://itunes.apple.com/app/smartenglish-by-em-normandie/id1097814975?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.appsreinvented.smartenglishbyemnormandie
http://www.ecole-management-normandie.fr/uk/news/headline_news-1/smartenglish_by_em_normandie_a_new_application_to_learn_english_-2181.html
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MORE APPS FOR LEARNING ENGLISH 

 British Council Apps — The British Council has a number of apps in these categories: 
Grammar, Listening, Games, and Kids.  

 Cambridge University Press Apps (Android) — Includes several apps for learning English. 

 Collins Business English: Listening (iOS/paid) — Perfect tool for executives looking to 

improve their English listening skills, and anyone who needs to learn English in a business 

context. 

 Conversation English HD (iOS/paid) — Improve your English conversation skills with 20 

complete lessons, and learn over 200 common English idioms and expressions. Read my 

review. 

 Dictionary.com Dictionary & Thesaurus (iOS/freemium) — Over 2,000,000 definitions and 

synonyms, and many extra features. Read my review. 

 ELSA — ELSA, which stands for English Language Speech Assistant, is a mobile application 

that functions as a personal pronunciation coach. 

 English All Stars (iOS) — Improve your English with these tried-and-tested lessons from some 

of the internet's most popular English teachers. 

 EF English Bite (iOS) – 5-minute English lessons. Every day you 

will learn one new phrase that you can use in real life.  

 English at Work (iOS/paid) — Learn over 150 useful English 

words, phrases, idioms and expressions for use in your office or 

workplace. 

 English Grammar in Use (iOS/Android/paid) — Comprehensive 

grammar app for intermediate learners. Read my review or 

watch a demo video. 

 English Idioms Illustrated (iOS/freemium) — Discover the 

secret history of more than 160 beautifully illustrated English 

idioms. 

 English Idioms Interactive (iOS/freemium) — 45 cartoons 

illustrating some of the funniest English idioms, plus quizzes and 

information. Read my review. 

 English Tutor (Android/free) — An award-winning language robot created to help English 

learners practice speaking English. 

 Google Translate (iOS/Android/free) — Translate between 103 languages by typing. Read my 

review. 

 Grammar App (iOS/paid) — Multiple choice format that provides you with over 200 tutorials 

and over 1000 Questions. Read my review. 

 Grammarman (iOS/$0.99) — 20 exciting comic adventures, hundreds of quiz questions, and 

handy hints to help you in your quest for better English grammar, vocabulary and spelling. 

 HelloTalk (iOS/Android) — The language app where your teachers are native language 

speakers from around the world. Watch a video. Read my review. 

 Learn English GREAT Videos (iOS/Android/free) — British Council app featuring 24 videos 

about UK culture. With scripts, glossaries, and questions. 

 Learn Hot English Magazine (iOS) – Monthly subscription-based magazine. Free to download 

with free preview issue. 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/apps
https://play.google.com/store/apps/developer?id=Cambridge+Learning+(Cambridge+University+Press)
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/collins-business-english-listening/id552368912?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/conversation-english-hd/id408665424?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/05/conversation-english-hd.html
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/05/conversation-english-hd.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dictionary.com-dictionary/id308750436?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/dictionarycom-app.html
https://www.elsanow.io/home
https://itunes.apple.com/app/english-all-stars/id1014759519
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ef-english-bite-5-minute-english-lessons-every-day/id967731185?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/english-at-work/id305563812?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/murphys-english-grammar-in-use/id848215354?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/05/english-grammar-in-use-activities-hd.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6_kldft59Y
http://www.learnenglishidioms.com/
http://cambridgeenglishonline.com/English_Idioms_Interactive_Zone/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/english-idioms-interactive-lite/id853567921?mt=8
http://www.englishblog.com/2015/10/app-of-the-day-english-idioms-interactive.html
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.pandorabots.callmom.tutor&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/google-translate/id414706506?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/google-translate.html
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/google-translate.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/grammar-app-by-tap-to-learn/id377188655?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/the-grammar-app.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/grammarman/id804553385?mt=8
https://www.hellotalk.com/#en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZq_Qx06P8c
http://www.englishblog.com/2015/03/hellotalk-language-exchange-app.html
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/apps/learnenglish-great-videos
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/learnenglish-great-videos/id874253464?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bc.big&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/learn-hot-english-magazine/id559778177?mt=8
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 MosaLingua — Apps for General English, Business English and TOEIC, all using the MOSA 

learning method based on spaced repetition. Watch demo video here. 

 Newsela (iOS/free) — Improve reading skills by reading news articles at different levels. Read 

my review.  

 Olive Green The Movie (iOS/Android/paid) — Innovative blend of an interactive action 

movie and an English language course. Read my review. 

 Phonetics Focus (iOS/freemium) — Fun resources to help you improve your pronunciation 

and knowledge of phonetics. 

 Phrasalstein (iOS/Android/free) — Fun app for learning phrasal verbs from Cambridge. 

 Sounds (iOS/Android/freemium) — The ultimate mobile English pronunciation aid, for 

students and teachers. Read my review.  

 Sounds Right (iOS/free) — British Council's pronunciation chart for learners and teachers. 

Read my review. 

 Speaking Pal (iOS/Android) — Combines video with automatic speech recognition software 

that tests your English speaking skills. 

 Terminology Dictionary (iOS/free) — A browser for the English language – part 

dictionary/thesaurus and part research tool. Read my review. 

 The English Learning Lounge (iOS/Android/free) — Get over 20 years of high quality ESL 

teaching experience in one app!  

 The Internet Grammar of English (iOS/Android/free) —Course in English grammar written 

primarily for university undergraduates. Read my review. 

 The Phrasal Verbs Machine (iOS/free) — Animated illustrations of 100 phrasal verbs set in 

the circus world.  

 Towns & Cities (Android/paid) — Supplemental language tool for English learners using hip-

hop music as its main channel for communication and engagement. Read my review. 

 Wordflex Touch Dictionary (iOS/freemium) — Converts your word entries into attractive 

trees which you can move, drag, and reorganize using touch gestures. See demo video here. 

OTHER USEFUL APPS 

 Newsy (iOS/free) — Mobile version of one of the best news sites for English learners. Read 

my review. 

 The Economist World In Figures on iPad (iOS/free) — A fun, data-rich reference guide for the 

businessperson, educator and stats geek alike. Read my review. 

 Pocket (iOS/Android/free) — The app I use the most. Save articles from your browser to read 

on mobile devices. 

 Yahoo News Digest (iOS/Android/free) — Get a summary of all the important news events. 

Digests are delivered twice a day. Read my review. 

ALSO SEE 

 6 Apps For Learning Languages, Ranked By How You Like To Study (Bustle) 

 The Essential Guide to Apps for Learning English as a Second Language — 97 more apps! 

http://www.mosalingua.com/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cw63Bh_1huc
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/newsela-news-and-nonfiction-at-your-reading-level/id966371321?mt=8
http://www.englishblog.com/2016/02/app-of-the-day-newsela-news-reader.html
https://olivegreenthemovie.com/about/start/
https://itunes.apple.com/pl/app/olive-green-supermemo/id935721675?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=pl.supermemo.olivegreen
http://www.englishblog.com/2016/02/olive-green-the-movie-and-course.html
http://cambridgeenglishonline.com/Phonetics_Focus/
http://phrasalstein.cambridge.es/english/
http://www.macmillaneducationapps.com/soundspron/
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/sounds-the-pronunciation-app.html
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/sounds-right/id387588128?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/05/sounds-right-phonemic-chart-app.html
https://www.speakingpal.com/
http://agiletortoise.com/terminology/
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/05/terminology-a-brower-for-the-english-language.html
http://www.esl-lounge.com/student/index.php
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/internet-grammar/home.htm
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/04/the-internet-grammar-of-english.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/phrasal-verbs-machine/id593374912?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.townsandcities.mobile&hl=en
http://www.englishblog.com/2015/03/towns-cities-hip-hop-english-app.html
http://wordflex.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MCxkHt-jMo
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/newsy-video-news/id330879884?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/03/newsycom-app.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/world-in-figures-ipad-edition/id497729555?mt=8
http://www.ipadenglish.net/2012/05/the-economist-world-in-figures.html
https://getpocket.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/yahoo-news-digest/id784982356?mt=8
http://www.englishblog.com/2015/04/yahoo-news-digest-app.html
https://www.bustle.com/articles/74329-6-apps-for-learning-languages-ranked-by-how-you-like-to-study
http://mastersinesl.com/essential-esl-app-guide/
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BBC Learning English 

As part of the BBC World Service, BBC Learning English has been teaching English to global audiences 
since 1943, offering free audio, video and text materials to learners around the world. The BBC 
Learning English website, which was launched in 1997 and revamped in 2014, remains one of, if not 
the best place to find self-study resources for learning English. As such, I decided it deserved a whole 
page to itself. 
 
Perhaps the best thing about BBC Learning English is that many of the materials are delivered as full-
length courses, a service which would you usually have to pay for. However, each component of the 
course is standalone and can be studied on its own. This means the learner can choose the best way 
to study — by following a full course or by following the individual materials most appropriate to 
their needs. A new feature is Site Maps, which allows you to find a particular grammar point or 
language area to work on. You can see the site map for the Lower-Intermediate Course here, and 
find out more about the current and future courses here. 
 
Here are direct links to the courses: 
 

 Lower-intermediate course  

 Intermediate course 

 Upper-intermediate course 

 Advanced course 
 
As well as courses, they also have a range of long-running features such as 6 Minute English, Words 
in the News, and The English We Speak, some of which are available as podcasts. 
 
Although not accessible from the main English site, there are also special versions for specific 
languages like Chinese, Russian. You can also subscribe to the YouTube channel and on Twitter.  
 

TIP 

When the new BBC Learning English site was launched in 2014, the old site was archived, but can still 
be accessed here. Although the old site does not have ‘responsive design’, it does have a fantastic 
collection of resources including General and Business English, Grammar, Vocabulary and 
Pronunciation, and all 204 (!) episodes of a series called The Flatmates. Definitely worth checking 
out. 
 
Old site               New site 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/home
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/home
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/hygiene/lowerintermediate-syllabus
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/hygiene/course-information
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/lower-intermediate
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/intermediate
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/upper-intermediate
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/towards-advanced
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/witn/ep-150909
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/witn/ep-150909
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/the-english-we-speak
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts?q=english
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/chinese/home
http://www.bbc.com/russian/learning_english
https://www.youtube.com/user/bbclearningenglish
https://twitter.com/bbcle
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/home
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/
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Blogs 

Blogs are something I know a bit about since I started The English Blog in 2004, and have written well 
over 9,000 posts in that time! The original tagline for The English Blog was "Internet resources, 
reviews, news, tips and trivia for learners and teachers of English", and that is still a good description. 
However, there are other ESL blogs available , so here's a list of the best of the rest … 

 5-Minute Language — A collection of articles with language learning tips that take less than 
5 minutes to read. 

 About Words — Cambridge Dictionary's blog for teachers and advanced learners. 

 Bell — Learning resources from the Bell School of English. 

 Bloomsbury News Blog — From the Bloomsbury International School in London. 

 English Blogs — Articles about English life and culture. 

 English with a Twist — The main focus is business English but more general topics are 
covered too. 

 Espresso English — Lots of free resources, grammar and vocabulary lessons from one of the 
best online ESL sites. 

 FluentU — Learning resources, tips, vocabulary and grammar from the one of the best online 
language learning sites. I've linked to a number of their articles in this guide. 

 Idiomatic — Illustrated English idioms with definition, examples, and origin. 

 Learn Hot English Blog — Free lessons and articles. 

 Linguaplex Blog — English tips for intermediate and advanced speakers. 

 Macmillan Dictionary Blog — Categories include Word of the Day, Language Tips, and Videos 

 MyEnglishTeacher.eu — A colourful, fun blog with excellent articles on grammar, 
vocabulary, idioms, learning English. 

 Pearson English Blog — English Learning hints and tips. 

 PhraseMix — Lots of good advice on how to learn a language. 

 Random Idea English — Lessons and exercises for advanced students. 

 Real Life English — Over 500,000 words (in 6 languages), 24 hours of audio learning material, 
and 5 hours of video lessons. 

 Rolls off the Tongue — Presents jokes and explains why they are funny, also looks at idioms.  

 The ABA Journal — An impressive collection of articles on Lifestyle & Culture, Everyday & 
Travel, Language & Study, and Business & Work. 

 ThoughtCo — Interesting articles and resources for ESL students and teachers 

 Virelt — Viral videos for higher-level ELT with questions and listening activities 

TIP 
Subscribe to your favourite blog(s) to receive regular email updates. You can subscribe to The English 
Blog here. Just enter the URL 'www.englishblog.com'. 
 

 

http://www.englishblog.com/
http://www.5minutelanguage.com/blog/
https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/
https://www.bellenglish.com/news?field_category_target_id=12&field_course_stream_target_id=All
https://www.bloomsbury-international.com/blog/
http://www.english-blogs.com/
https://englishwithatwist.com/blog/
https://www.espressoenglish.net/english-tips-blog/
http://www.fluentu.com/english/blog/?lang=en
http://idiomic.com/blog/
http://blog.learnhotenglish.com/
http://blog.linguaplex.com/
http://www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/
https://www.english.com/blog/category/ell_hints_tips
http://www.phrasemix.com/blog
http://random-idea-english.blogspot.fr/
http://reallifeglobal.com/blog/
http://rollsoffthetongue.tumblr.com/
https://blog.abaenglish.com/
https://www.thoughtco.com/esl-4133095
https://viralelt.wordpress.com/
https://app.feedblitz.com/f/f.fbz?Track
http://www.englishblog.com/


11 
 

Books and Literature 

Reading books is one of the most fun and effective ways to help improve your English language skills. 
It can help to expand your vocabulary and expose you to different sentence structures. And, of 
course, you get to enjoy some wonderful stories.  
 
Although e-readers and tablets have not replaced physical books as many predicted, they do make 
learning English even easier because if you don’t know a word, you can simply click on it to read a 
definition.  
 
Listening to and reading text at the same time is another excellent way to enhance the learning 
process, while audio books are a great way to improve your listening skills if you are on the move. 
 
Buying physical books, e-books, and audio books can be expensive though. Fortunately, there are 
plenty of places on the internet where you can get them for free. Here are just a few. 
 

 900 Free Audio Books — Download hundreds of free audio books, mostly classics, to your 
MP3 player or computer. 

 BookBub — A selection of the best free Kindle books you can read your Kindle e-reader, or 
on any of Amazon's free Kindle reading apps. 

 DailyLit —Read literary classics and great new fiction in short installments delivered by email. 

 Dramas from BBC Learning English — Downloadable audio versions of classic works with PDF 
transcripts. 

 Kobo — Free ebooks (but you'll have to create a free account to download them). 

 LearnEnglish Teens (British Council) —Watch animated videos of five of Shakespeare’s most 
famous plays. Also read short stories and poems written by British authors. 

 Macmillan Readers — Free PDF sample chapters at various levels from Macmillan's graded 
readers. 

 Project Gutenberg — Over 53,000 free ebooks: choose among free epub books, free Kindle 
books. Download them or read them online. 

 Read Print — Thousands of free online books. 

 Shakespeare Speaks — 20-part series about the life, times and language of William 
Shakespeare. From BBC Learning English. 

 Sherlock Holmes — Download all the original Sherlock Holmes stories for free in multiple 
formats. 

 Stories and Poems (British Council) — PDF texts with reading activities. Some stories also 
have audio. 

 The Poetry Archive — Online collection of recordings of poets reading their own work. 
 

ALSO SEE 

 10 Great and Easy English Books You Must Read (FluentU) 

 9 great novels to help improve your English (Pearson English Blog) 

 9 Classic Novels for Students of English as a Foreign Language (Oxford Royale Academy) 

http://www.openculture.com/freeaudiobooks
https://www.bookbub.com/ebook-deals/free-kindle-books
https://dailylit.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/drama
https://www.kobo.com/fr/en/p/free-ebooks
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/literature-uk
http://www.macmillanreaders.com/resources/sample-chapters
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.readprint.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/course/shakespeare/unit-1
https://sherlock-holm.es/
http://teachingenglish.britishcouncil.org.cn/teaching-teens/resources/stories-poems
http://www.poetryarchive.org/
http://www.fluentu.com/english/blog/easy-simple-english-books-read-beginners/?lang=en
https://www.english.com/blog/9-great-novels-help-improve-english
https://www.oxford-royale.co.uk/articles/9-classic-novels-for-students-of-english-as-a-foreign-language.html

