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When We Two Parted – Lord Byron 
Relationship:  
A lover mourns the break-up of a secret, illicit relationship 
(not a death!), dreading seeing her again and the pain it’ll 
cause. 

Language:  
Imagery of cold 
“cold/Colder thy kiss”     “Sank chill on my brow”         “a shudder” 
Rhetorical questions 
“Why wert thou so dear?” “how should I greet thee?”  plaintive, 
miserable, perhaps angry with lover 
Hints at an illicit affair 
“I hear thy name spoken / and share in its shame”  
“They knew not I knew thee / Who knew thee too well” nobody 
knew about them? 
Imagery of death and destruction 
"half broken-hearted / to sever for years” “I grieve”  
“Pale grew thy cheek and cold”  “A knell in my ear” 
 The relationship has ruined them both, his life and her reputation. The speaker seems to blame her – 

“thy spirit deceive” 
Conspiracy of silence  
Unable to speak of the relationship (fear, shame, hurt) – “in silence I grieve”, “With Silence and 
tears”, “In secret we met”,  “Long shall I rue thee / Too deeply to tell” 

Context 

Early 1800s Romantic – prizes feeling 

above all else 
Byron notorious for affairs and 
scandal 
 

 Cyclical structure – no hope 
of improvement/change 

 Dramatic monologue – 
addressing the lover he can’t 
see again; emhaises his 
misery and confusion 

FORM AND STRUCTURE 

Great to compare:  
Porphyria’s Lover Relationships and 
death 
Neutral Tones End of relationship 
Farmer’s Bride Relationship 
breakdown 
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Conflation of 
beauty and 
goodness 

Pathetic  
fallacy – storm’s angry, 
vicious- like the lover. 
Porphyria brings joy and 
happiness, but briefly 

“gained” – to be together, to 
be in love, presented as most 
valuable even than life itself. 

Repetition of 
“mine” highlights 

his possessive 

That moment she was mine, mine, fair, 
Perfectly pure and good: 

“Fair”, “pure”, 
“good” – all a 

Victorian woman 
should be. Porphyria 

isn’t – having an 
affair – and is 

punished by death 

She shut the cold out and the storm,  
And kneeled and made the cheerless grate  
Blaze up 

“blaze” – passionate, 
vibrant but burns out 

quickly 

“that moment” 
– frozen in time 
by his action – 
justifying 
himself 

“cheerless” – without 
her he’s miserable 

Self-justification: she loves 
him and wants to be with 
him forever, even in death 

I, its love, am gained instead! 
Putting “I” first makes his desires 
all-important. Presumes to know 
her mind better than she does. 

“it’s” – 
dehumanises 

Porphyria, 
focusing on 

elements of her 
body rather than 

her person 
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We stood by a pond that winter 
day, // And a pond edged with 
grayish leaves. 

Colours of 
grey/white 
 death of 

winter 

Like an ominous bird a 
wing 

Imagery of bird more unusual; 
connotations of death and 
dislike 

Contrasts with other poetry’s 
more hopeful symbolism  

The smile on your mouth was the deadest 
thing / Alive enough to have strength to die; 

Cyclical structure  hopelessness, 
unending, futile 

Antithesis of 
death/alive – then 
the finality of 
returning to die 
again, symbolising 
the inevitable 
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Winter Swans – Owen Sheers 
Relationship:  
A couple walking; the speaker explores through metaphor 
their troubled relationship and wonders if it can be saved.   

Language:  
Pathetic fallacy 
“The clouds had given their all” “the waterlogged earth / gulping for 
breath at our feet” – break in the storm of their relationship; 
temporary? Personification – gasping, drowning. Effort but is it futile?  
Swan extended metaphor 
“They mate for life” – like the couple? “they halved themselves in the 
dark water,..before returning again” at the end hands have “folded, 
one over the other, / like a pair of wings settling after flight” – 
changing motion of the couple themselves; breaking up is a process 
not immediate. “icebergs of white feather” – juxtaposition of hard/ 
soft, intense cold/ feather warmth – change in couple’s 
togetherness. 
Imagery of fragility 
“Porcelain” – fragile china, might break apart if too rough.  
Boat / lake imagery 
“like boats righting in rough weather” – storm imagery; couple 
recovering? Lake - Movement and current unlike Neutral Tones  

Context 

A modern Welsh poet, still writing. Winters 
Swans comes from a collection exploring 
the breakdown of his marriage.  

 Free verse – more like natural 
speech; elements of 
monologue. Some halting 
sounds – uncertainty. 

 Three line stanzas but the last 
has two lines – symbolises a 
coming together, or an 
unfinished question? 

 Irregular fractured rhythm – 
shows conflict in the 
relationship 

FORM AND STRUCTURE 

Great to compare:  
Neutral Tones / When We Two Parted – 
cold wintry, end of relationship 
Farmer’s Bride – ambiguity regarding 
end of relationship; intensity 
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Juxtaposition “warm ice” – contradictions of 
grandfather but also suggests a comfort; this 

isn’t interrogation -he is willing to be 
discovered. 

can only lie  
watching clouds and birds circle,  
feeling his heat, knowing  
the slow pulse of his good heart. 

Scar – physical and 
emotional; risks reopening 
old wounds by getting to 
know him.  

I discover / the glassy ridge of a scar, 
place my feet / gently in the old stitches 
and move on 

Extended 
metaphor – scar is a 

section of a 
mountain 

skin of his finger is smooth and 
thick/like warm ice 

Masculinity of physical description, also 
shows age and hard work has worn his 

hands. 

Has been tiring but worth it 

Adverb gently 
implies caution; 

won’t look too hard 
in some places. 

“Good heart” – rhythm at end slows. Final 
words emphasise the grandfather’s 
personality; the value of the climb.  

Clouds/ birds – softer 
symbolism at the top. Hair 
image? Calm, peaceful.  


