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Jesus, Fill My Heart & Home  
Week # 8 

HHoommee  aa  RReefflleeccttiioonn  ooff  HHeeaavveenn::  AA  PPrreeppaarreedd  
PPllaaccee!!    
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Our Heavenly Father, with His heart overflowing with love, carefully planned and prepared a 
place for you and me. What tender care has been put into preparing us a home for eternity! As 
we gaze forward toward our heavenly home, we rejoice in the goodness of God! Filled with 
beauty, this nurturing atmosphere is perfect in every way. It is clean, ordered, and laid out in 
perfect precision. Nothing is missing. 

Now we can imitate our Beloved King by preparing a place for our family, our friends, and 
ourselves. Our mission is to emulate our Heavenly Father in preparing our homes. With the 
same tender devotion and careful planning, we can create a place of beauty and order. Our 
homes can be a glimpse into Heaven for our families. Christian homes are a reflection of 
Heaven.  

Marriage (a temporary relationship) is a picture of the church's relationship with Jesus (a 
permanent/forever relationship). (Ephesians 5:25-33, Revelation 21:2) Our marriage can be a 
picture to our children and others of how Jesus loves us and how we honor and love Him.        

Our family (a temporary group) is a picture of the family of God (a permanent group). 
(Ephesians 2:19-22 and 3:14-15) As we love, honor, forgive and serve one another, we model 
what life in the Family of God (the church) should be—intimate, strongly committed with close 
ties that bind. We also need to be living this out in the church.       

Our Home (a temporary dwelling) can be a small-scale model of our Eternal Home: Heaven. (A 
permanent /forever place). (Philippians 3:20) Our families, friends and guests can get an idea of 
what Heaven is like. Our home can be like Heaven on earth.  

We cannot duplicate Heaven exactly, but we can follow God’s blueprint and bring the Presence 
of God into our homes. 

Read Proverbs 14:1 

What kind of woman tears her house down? 

 

 

Skim through Proverbs and list things that are considered foolish by the writer of Proverbs. 

 

 

What kind of woman builds her house? 
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Skim through Proverbs and list things that are considered wise by the writer of Proverbs. 
(Especially see Proverbs 6:6, 10:19, 11:16, 12:25, 19:13, 21:9, 21:19, 25:24, 27:15 & 31:10-31) 

 

 

 

 

Read Philippians 3:20-21 

Where is our citizenship or real home located? 

 

 

Read Revelation 21:1-10 

Who lives in Heaven? 

 

 

What does verse 3 say will happen to our tears? 

 

In verse 4, what things will not be in Heaven? 

 

 

What will life be like without those things? 

 

 

Read Revelation 21 & 22 

As you illustrated these passages, you were probably overwhelmed with the beauty of Heaven. 
Streets of gold and twelve gates, each made of a single pearl, capture our imaginations. High 
walls, made of jasper, sapphires, emeralds, topaz, amethysts, and other magnificent jewels, must 
reflect the brilliant glory of God with shimmers and sparkles.   
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The glory of God fills Heaven and lights it up so that there is no need of lamps, suns, or moons.  
The kings of the earth bring their splendor. I can only imagine that bounty coming from across 
the world as exotic animals, jewels, fruits, minerals, and inventions are brought for display in 
Heaven. 

God’s Presence is in the Heavenly City. He walks among His people, just as He did in the Garden 
of Eden. In fact, like the Garden of Eden, the Tree of Life will be on each side of the River of Life, 
available with twelve crops of fruit—always bearing fruit that brings life and whose leaves are for 
the healing of the nations. 

Describe the atmosphere of Heaven. 

 

 

 

What would it be like to live in such a beautiful place? 

 

 

What would be the best thing about Heaven? 

 

 

Read John 14:1-4 

What promise does Jesus make to His disciples regarding our future home? 

 

 

Read I Corinthians 14:33 

God is a God of order and peace! What evidence do you see in the world that God is a God of 
order and peace? 
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Read Ephesians 5:1 & 2 

How can we imitate God? 

 

 

We can imitate Him in our home by …. 

 

 

A life of love will prepare me to…. 

 

 

Read Titus 2:3-5 

As women, our role in our homes is to be homemakers, managers of our home, keepers at home, 
or homebuilders. What responsibilities come with this role? 

 

 

 

The foundation of our home is the Word of God and Jesus Himself. Nothing can take His place! 
We need to view our role in the home through new eyes. Just as God prepared Heaven for His 
beloved family, we have the opportunity to prepare our homes for our beloved families. 

HHooww  ttoo  PPrreeppaarree  YYoouurr  HHoommee  

1. Abide!  Abide!  Abide! (John 15) 
2. Study What God’s Word has to say about the home. (II Timothy 3:16-17) 
3. Pray for Wisdom (James 1:5) 
4. Be trained by older, godly homemakers (Titus 2:3-5; Proverbs 19:20) 
5. Find out your husband’s goals for the home and seek to serve him in those areas 

(Proverbs 31:11-12) If you are single, honor your father. 
6. Be organized!  Have a schedule!  Have a plan! (Proverbs 19:14; Psalm 90:12) 
7. Be a student—learn all you can. Keep a notebook, file, or other easy-access way to store 

information. I use file folders. (Proverbs 23:12) 

We have talked about abiding in Jesus. Now it is time to bring the Presence of God into our 
homes. Before you begin, pray and ask the Lord for wisdom, study His Word and seek to imitate 
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Him. Next, ask your husband if he has any dreams or goals for your home. Try to please your 
husband. Remember this is his castle. Make it a place he loves to come home to.  

This week we are going to talk about preparation. We start with our goals and plans. Then we get 
down to business: organize, clear out clutter, make a schedule and get our finances under 
control. This is not a dream, but it will take time. Work on a little at a time until your home is a 
place of order and peace. 

GGooaallss,,  BBaasseedd  oonn  PPrriioorriittiieess,,  aanndd  PPllaannss  

Goals determine how we live. Even if we don’t write them down, we all have goals in life. 
Sometimes we are not even aware of how big a part they play in our decision making. When I 
was a freshman in college, I began the personal tradition of writing down my goals. For almost 
thirty years, close to New Years Day, I review the year behind and look forward to the new. I pull 
out last year’s goals and see if they were attained. After praying for wisdom, I carefully list my 
goals for the coming year. 

Why don’t you jot down goals that come to your mind? They might include an immaculate house 
or maybe just a clear path from front door to bedrooms. Your goal might be to have $5,000.00 
in bank and be debt free. 

Let me give you a guideline for your goals from the book of Matthew. 

“’Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? And He said to him, ‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is 
the great and foremost. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On 
these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets" (Matthew 22:36-40 
NASB).              

God's priorities for our life are: Loving God and Loving People. There is nothing more 
important. 

I. Love God! 

 Worship, Prayer, Bible Reading & Study, Abiding, Holiness, Giving 

II. Love People! 

 A. Marriage & Children. 

 B. Church family 

 C. Extended family. 

 D. The Lost (Evangelism/Missions). 

III. Everything else 
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Goals are measurable and achievable!  Goals are based on our priorities. We may say that God is 
our first priority, but if all our goals involve making money, then God really isn’t our first 
priority. We may think that we really want our family to serve the Lord, but if a clean 
“showplace” is our highest goal, then we are deceiving ourselves. 

We set Goals based on our priorities, so we need to discern eternal value. 

Goals need to be measurable not abstract. Plans are based on goals. Here are some real life goals 
from real people. The plans and goals are achievable. They are practical. 

Goal #1: I will grow closer to Jesus this year evidenced by greater freedom in worship, hunger 
for God's Word and overcoming stronghold of anger in my life. 

 Plan #1: Increase daily Quiet Times to 1 hour 30 min. with 30 min. devoted to singing 
and worship dance. 

 Plan #2: Complete intensive Bible study on book of Ephesians. 

 Plan #3: Memorize 4 verses on controlling anger. 

 Plan #4: Share anger problem with friend, have her pray for me and keep me 
accountable. 

Goal #2: Our marriage will honor the Lord evidenced by kind communication and lack of 
arguments. 

 Plan #1: Read Marriage Builder together. 

 Plan #2: Bi-monthly date with only positive communication. 

 Plan #3: Memorize 3 Scriptures related to marriage. 

 Plan #4: Ask a godly couple to teach us how to work out conflict without arguing. 

Goal #3: I will rebuild my relationship with my mom evidenced by mutual affection and time 
spent together without conflict. 

 Plan #1: Pray daily for healing of this relationship and ask God what steps I should take 
(asking forgiveness, etc.). 

 Plan #2: Break any generational sins or curses. 

 Plan #3: Spend small amounts of time with Mom that are stress-free on a regular basis. 

Goal #4: My house will be a lighthouse evidenced by people in my neighborhood  
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GGooaallss  aarree  aabboouutt  PPeeooppllee,,  NNoott  JJuusstt  TTaasskkss  

Relationships are more important than tasks because people are eternal and lives are changed in 
the context of relationships. So examine your heart to make sure that your priorities are Biblical. 
Also, make sure your goals line up with reality. These goals should be attainable. 

 
On the following pages, there are personal goal sheets and family goal sheets. When we think in 
terms of preparing a home, we need to think in terms of the family as a unit, rather than just 
ourselves. So, fill these goal sheets out and pray over them. The Lord can make goals happen 
and dreams come true. 

GGooaallss  aarree  aabboouutt  PPeeooppllee,,  BBrriinnggiinngg  OOrrddeerr  &&  CCoonnttiinnuuiittyy  ttoo  TThheeiirr  
LLiivveess  

 “Think for a moment of the things God has surrounded us with—blue spruce trees, weeping 
willows by a lake, tiny paths under huge arches of entwined branches, ponds thick with water 
lilies, cascading waterfalls with spray catching the sunlight, geraniums red against thick 
green leaves, stretches of wheat and corn fields as far as the eye can see, orderly rows of 
vegetables bright in a spring rain, falling brown leaves forming a carpet underfoot, the first 
snowdrops bursting forth as the spring snow is melting, violets and moss at the edge of the 
woods, seeds spread out on your table which you can sow and visualize the growth ahead. God 
has surrounded us with ‘things’ which give continuity to life. We feel ‘at home.’ We can have 
emotions of satisfaction, quietness, familiarity, continuity, when we scuffle through the leaves 
at fifty-five in exactly the way we loved to do when we were five; or when we watch and count 
the waves breaking with every seventh one coming in with a greater splash—at seventy, just 
as we did when we were seven. God provides us in this life with a continuity in the universe 
which we may live with as we watch the Milky Way, as well as promising the wonder of all 
that is ahead for all eternity” (Edith Schaeffer, Hidden Art of Homemaking pg.80, Tyndale 
House Publishers; 1971). 

Surround your family with order, purpose, and security by living a life that is proactive because 
that life is based on goals birthed from prayer and abiding in Jesus!  
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      ‘‘ss    2200      GGooaallss  
Walk with the Lord: 

             
             
              

Marriage & Family: 

             
             
              

Making Disciples: 

             
             
              

In your Local Church (Personal Ministry): 

             
             
              

For your Local Church: 

             
             
              

Salvations/Winning the Lost: 

             
             
              

Dreams: 
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OOuurr  FFaammiillyy’’ss  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  GGoodd//EEaacchh  FFaammiillyy  
MMeemmbbeerr’’ss  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  GGoodd  

Goal: 
 
 
Plans to achieve goal! 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 

 

OOuurr  FFaammiillyy’’ss  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  CChhuurrcchh  FFaammiillyy  
Goal: 
 
 
Plans to achieve goal! 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 

 

OOuurr  FFaammiillyy’’ss  WWiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  LLoosstt  
Goal: 
 
 
Plans to achieve goal! 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
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OOuurr  FFaammiillyy’’ss  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
Goal: 
 
 
Plans to achieve goal! 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 

 

OOuurr  HHoommee//RRuunnnniinngg  oouurr  HHoouusseehhoolldd  SSmmooootthhllyy  
Goal: 
 
 
Plans to achieve goal! 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 

OOuurr  FFaammiillyy’’ss  MMiinniissttrryy  
Goal: 
 
 
Plans to achieve goal! 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
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OOrrddeerr  IInnsstteeaadd  ooff  CChhaaooss  

“A welcoming home has a sense of order about it.  Not stiff, stultifying order that goes to pieces 
over a speck of dust or that sacrifices relationships in the interest of cleanliness, but a 
comforting, confident sense that life is under control.  A sense that people, not possessions, are 
in charge of the household, that emotions are expressed but never used as weapons, that life is 
proceeding with a purpose and according to an overall plan”  (Emilee Barnes, Spirit of 
Loveliness pg. 17, Harvest House Publishers; 1992). 

Let’s bring a sense of order into our home that permeates every nook and cranny.  Plan and 
prepare so that life and stuff in our home is under control. There are several things that we can 
do to bring order to our homes. We can organize our stuff, schedule our time, manage our 
money, clean regularly, maintain our home, nurture our family, and fill our homes with joy.  

OOrrggaanniizzee  yyoouurr  SSttuuffff  

The basics of organization are to eliminate clutter and store things wisely. Each item you own 
should have its own storage place. That place should be practical. Things needed often should be 
easily accessible. Things that are used together should be stored together, or nearby.  

There should be personality tests for your cleaning/organizing style. Just imagine the 
possibilities! 

MMeessss,,  WWhhaatt  MMeessss??  MMaarrggoo  

Margo doesn’t notice mess. She steps right over dirty laundry, trash on the floor, and every kind 
of clutter imaginable. Why should she make the bed, she’s just going to mess it up again the next 
night. When mold grows on the tub, dishes pile up in the sink, or her husband complains, Margo 
cleans.   

My friend, Laura, admits to not noticing mess.  She can walk over a piece of trash and not stop 
to pick it up. Yet, she has learned to keep a clean house because her husband values it. 

PPaacckk  RRaatt  PPaauullaa  

Paula saves everything, because you never know when you might need it. Her garage (or 
basement) looks like a warehouse. Plus, she is very sensitive and nostalgic—everything brings 
with it a memory that she wants to hold on to. 

My Shine collects everything. She loves little containers and rapidly fills them. She is devastated 
when she has to throw anything away. 

PPrroojjeecctt  PPaattttyy  

Project Patty might homeschool or teach Sunday school. She is 
basically neat, but she is always in the middle of one or more projects 
that produce massive amount of piles. There are stacks of papers 
everywhere! 
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This is me, with homeschooling, writing, worship songs, and correspondence, I cannot seem to 
eliminate piles of papers. There are millions of these piles in my house. When I get rid of one, 
ten more take its place. 

MMoonnkk  

You’ve seen the TV show! Monk is meticulous to a fault. Everything is clean, orderly and aseptic. 
You are afraid to touch anything for fear of contaminating it. 

One of my childhood friends had a mother was a Monk. She had plastic covers on her living 
room furniture. Her home was beautiful, but not fun! Our mutual friends preferred our happily 
cluttered home to my friend’s “designer showplace.” 

BBaallaanncceedd  BBeettttyy  

Betty’s home is “mostly neat.” If you watched the movie, Princess Bride, this is similar to 
“mostly dead.” The house is a great balance of tidy and clean with “lived in” and comfortable. We 
all want to be Betty. My grandmother was a pack rat, but her home was always clean and tidy. 
She kept her “stuff” neat and out of sight in the basement. 

The real fun in life comes when Margo, Patty or Paula marry Monk. Perhaps you already 
understand this dilemma too well. Whatever your struggle, work toward balance.  

TThhee  WWaarr  oonn  CClluutttteerr!!  

As we seek to find that wonderful balance between tidy enough to provide security, yet relaxed 
enough to allow creativity, we ebb and flow from immaculate to chaotic. Remember, a home is a 
place for living.   

If clutter has taken over your home, then take a deep breath and take control! Take one room at 
a time. Clean out drawers, closets, bookshelves, and cabinets. Throw away trash, give away junk 
or things you don’t need any more, and put everything else away. Use shelves, containers, and 
file folders to store your possessions and paperwork.  

I store all paperwork in file folders. Books, magazines, and photo albums 
are all on shelves. Everything else is in containers. Wrapping paper is 
stored in a large plastic rectangle under my bed, sewing notions are 
snuggled in roomy baskets, tea bags rest in apothecary jars, and hats 
wait in floral hat boxes until they are worn again. Craft supplies are in 
pretty tins that I can’t bear to get rid of. (Where do you think Shine gets 
it?) 

“Containers are wonderful! Just think, God chose to contain who we really are—our being and 
personality—in containers called our bodies. You may wish for a better wrapping, but what is 
in that container is the special person God made you. Your Creator has chosen to dwell in that 
container with you as well (Ephesians 3:17; Romans 8:11).  Doesn’t that make containers 
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rather special?” (Marilyn Rockett, Homeschooling at the Speed of Life pg. 48, B & H Publishing; 
2007) 

Make sure that everything in your house has its own “place” and get everyone in the family, 
including you, to follow this rule: “If you get it out, put it away!” If you discover things that don’t 
have their own place, then create one by emptying out a drawer or buying a storage container to 
keep it in. Eliminating clutter eliminates so much chaos. Peace and order will flood your home 
after you win the war on clutter.  

Paperwork is my nemesis. Bills wait to be paid in a desktop divider, while letters nestle in a 
pretty basket. We store old bills in shoeboxes. All other papers go into files (or piles—smile!). 
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File folders are wonderful! Examples of file folders we have: 

MMeerreeyy’’ss  PPeerrssoonnaall  FFiilleess  

Special mementoes   
Encouraging notes 
Housekeeping  
Nutrition 
Photography 
Health 
Traditions 
Christmas 
Ladies Ministry 
Articles--finished 
Article Ideas 

HHoommeesscchhoooolliinngg  FFiilleess    

Math     
Learning styles 
Science 
Health 
Unit Study Ideas 
Field trip Ideas 
Books 
Art/Artists 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  FFiilleess  

Retirement Acct info    
Bank Acct info 
Deeds 
Warranties 
Instructions 
Home Insurance 
Health Insurance & Claims 
Taxes 20-- 

MMiikkee’’ss  CChhuurrcchh  FFiilleess  

Bible Studies    
Sermon Notes 
Leadership Meetings 
Discipleship 
Brochure/Flyers 
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Special Events Info 
Cell Leader Requirements & Training 

SSttoorraaggee  TTiippss!!  

• Store frequently used pots and pans near stove and sink 
• Store coffee cups near the coffee pot 
• Store glasses next to the refrigerator 
• Store grains & baking products (grits, oatmeal, rice, sugars) in clear plastic containers 
• Create “work centers” with things used together, stored together} 

{Sewing work center—material, notions, machine, patterns} 
{Scrapbooking work center—photos, books, scissors, paper, stickers} 

• Hang dresses together, pants together, short-sleeved shirts together—makes finding 
clothing easier! 

• Shake permanent press shirts and hang immediately to avoid ironing 
• Fold clothing neatly and store neatly in drawers (you won’t have to iron anything) 
• Keep important papers in a fireproof box that is easy to grab in case of emergencies. 
• When you reach forty and need reading glasses, store them everywhere. That way you’ll 

always be able to find at least one pair! 
• Sprinkle fresh whole cloves in kitchen and bathroom cabinets to avoid roaches! 

SScchheedduullee  yyoouurr  TTiimmee!!  

At the age of twenty-four, the Lord blessed me with my first little angel. Katie Beth was born. 
After having worked two years as a nurse, I fulfilled my dream of being a full-time mommy. It 
was wonderful to be home with my precious little baby. However, I so struggled with time 
management. Mike would get home at 6 p.m. to find me still in my pajamas, not having even 
thought about dinner. Yet, I had stayed busy all day, caring for my little angel. 

With each baby has come a better handle on time management. Maybe if I just have one more 
baby, the rest of the quirks will be taken care of too. When there is more to do and more little 
ones to care for, a mother is forced to become an effective time manager, or she must completely 
surrender her sanity. I recommend learning to manage your time. 

Unless you want to fritter away the valuable gift of time, adapt a schedule! 

Even if you are not a schedule person, use block scheduling and live by a “loose schedule” that is 
based on intervals, rather than precise periods of time. Before you put things down on paper, 
make a list of things you need to do on a month, weekly, and daily basis. 

Once you realize what things need to be accomplished in a day, week or month, you can 
schedule them in. Dentist appointments, trips to the eye doctor, or the need for soccer cleats 
should not alter your schedule. These things can be fit into your regular routine. 

Here is my list of daily, weekly and monthly tasks. There is room for you to make yours too! 
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DDaaiillyy  TTaasskkss  

Quiet Times 

Personal hygiene & Make Bed  

Exercise 

Meal Preparation 

Wash Dishes 

Straighten House 

Homeschool  

Return phone calls 

Check email 

Visit Daddy at Assisted Living 

 

 

WWeeeekkllyy  TTaasskkss  

Laundry & Clean House 

Grocery Shop & Errands 

Home Administration 

Wash Hair 

Grade Homeschool Work 

Worship Practice & Sound Check 

Practice Piano & Singing 

Church  

LIFE group 

Homeschool Co-op 

Writing 
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MMoonntthhllyy  TTaasskkss  

Color Hair 

Scrapbook/photographs 

Special projects 

Birthday gifts & cards 

Family Traditions 

Menu Planning 

Weed Flowerbed 

Bank, Doctor, Dentist, etc. 

Disciple Women’s Group 

Health Appointments 

Take Dad to Doctor 

Homeschool planning & shopping 

 

 

Now that you have a handle on what needs to be done, pull out a blank weekly schedule and fill 
in the ideal schedule in pencil. Now, get real, and make your actual schedule. Don’t be idealistic. 
Be realistic. Let your schedule be a helpful tool, not a slave driver. Our schedules are servants, 
not masters. Years ago, Laura typed up a schedule for me. I posted on my closet door. Still 
nursing Jimmy, I idealistically put 5 am as my “wake up to have my Quiet Time” time slot. 
Quickly, I realized my mistake and began getting out of bed at the more reasonable hour of 6 
a.m. Laura, however, had my original schedule in her computer and called me early one 
morning at 5 a.m., assuming that I was awake. I was not and I am afraid that I highly 
disappointed her. 

Make sure that you adapt your schedule to fit your needs, goals, and plans.  
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 Sunday 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Early 
Morning 

QT 

 

QT 

 

QT 

 

QT 

 

QT 

 

QT 

 

QT 

 

Breakfast        

Morning 

 

 

 

       

Lunch        

Afternoon 

 

 

 

       

Dinner        

Evening 

 

 

 

       

 

Your schedule must accommodate all your responsibilities, leave room for the unexpected, and 
provide free time. Don’t schedule in every minute of the day. Leave time to have fun,  

Remember, our time belongs to the Lord. Honor Him with time. Once you make a commitment, 
keep it. Have a reputation for faithfulness. Your commitments need to be sensible, prudent and 
realistic. God can give wisdom so that no matter how busy your life is, you will experience God’s 
grace.  Think eternally, not tyranny of the urgent. 
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Before I got married, I was always early, unless, of course, I was on my way to class and passed 
of crowds of people I had to stop and talk to. This made me arrive slightly late to class.  With 
marriage, Mike and I were mostly on time, though it was harder for both of us to be ready at the 
same time. When babies came, I became consistently tardy. Even when I was ready to walk out 
of the door early, there would be a sudden need for a diaper change, or the baby would spit up 
on me. It was so discouraging. I have worked hard over the years to be on time, but sometimes I 
still struggle.  Motivated by the value of others and their time, I try very hard to show love by 
being on time or early. 

Honor others by being on time. Give yourself room to relax and "prepare" as you arrive at 
various functions and give yourself room for unexpected (falls, bumps, dirty diapers, spankings, 
calls). Always have something to do with extra time if you get there early. If have nothing with 
you to do, you can always pray or worship. Aim for 15-30 minutes earlier than you need to be 
there.  Often, we are unrealistic and try to cram too much into a day. 

MMaannaaggee  yyoouurr  MMoonneeyy  

Put God first in your finances, as well as in the rest of your life. Remember that He owns it all, 
including your money. As your family seeks the Kingdom of God first by tithing, avoiding debt, 
and living within a budget, God’s will meet every financial need. Be generous to God and people.   

Set up a practical budget and work hard to stay within it. God is the God of miracles and He can 
provide in ways that will thrill our souls! Pray first before you shop. 

When we got married, Mike told me that we would never borrow money except to purchase a 
house and that we were too young and inexperienced to have a credit card (he was twenty-three 
and I was twenty-two). I thought he was crazy, but I submitted to him because he was head of 
the house.  Everyone I knew had a credit card and borrowed money for everything, cars, 
computers, appliances, and vacations. 

Twenty-five years later, after counseling many couples who were in debt, I am so thankful that 
Mike was so very wise. We only borrowed money twice—each time to buy a house. When we 
reached our mid-thirties, we got a credit card, which we pay off each month. Jesus has blessed 
me with a wise husband. 

Please see my website,( joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/ ) for more on finances. 
joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/money.aspx  

LLiivvee!!  WWoorrkk!!  TThhrriivvee!!  

You prepare a home for people to live in. So, let the living begin! Open up your heart to view 
your family and yourself with fresh eyes. Everyone in your home is a beautiful and wonderful 
person, complete with his/her own set of talents, gifts, and idiosyncrasies. Maybe it’s time to get 
to know each other all over again. Loving people is a great motivator to serve them by creating a 
home where they will thrive. 

 

 

http://joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/money.aspx
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LLiivvee  LLiiffee  iinn  yyoouurr  HHoommee  

Let life happen in your home. Make your plans and set up your home so that living can take 
place. Spend time at home—don’t always be in a hurry to rush off somewhere else. Have fun 
together, make things together, do things together! 

Do you know why television is so popular? Because we enjoy watching the action and 
relationships unfold on our TV screen, we become attached to the characters on a screen, rather 
than our own family and friends. They never leave the toothpaste cap off, have bags under their 
eyes, or leave something on the floor for you to trip on. They are not real. Your family is real. 
Turn off the TV and enjoy living with your family in your home. 

SSppiirriitt--CCoonnttrroolllleedd  EExxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  EEmmoottiioonnss  

Require peace and order in the emotional life of your family. Let communication in your home 
be positive and accepting. Every family member is valuable; no one else can take an individual’s 
place. Pour out compliments and gratitude when it is warranted. People want their good deeds 
to be noticed. Lavish affection on your family and friends: hugs, kisses, loving touches, tender 
glances, and pats. 

Anger can be expressed without causing damage to personhood or property. Conflict can be 
resolved with saying things that are regretted later, even years later. Forgiveness can be 
extended when we are wronged; grace extended when children are squirrelly. Get rid of sarcasm, 
negative humor, unwholesome talk, and any form of rude behavior. Teach your children 
manners and require them to be polite to you and one another. Use good manners yourself. 

WWoorrkk  iinn  yyoouurr  HHoommee!!  

“It is not just aspects of your character, personality, attitude or spiritual state which will affect 
the lives of others working or living by your side. It is also your appearance and the way you 
care for the things in the bedroom, the bathroom and the kitchen!” (Edith Schaeffer, Hidden Art 
of Homemaking pg. 209. Tyndale House; 1971). 

Taking care of a home and a family requires a lot of work. We are all different in our 
expectations and aspirations when it comes to who should do what. Whether you are a “Margo” 
or a “Monk,” we all have to clean the house, do the laundry, and mow the lawn. Whether you are 
a beauty queen or “girl next door,” you need to be fresh, clean, and attractive; as do the other 
members of your family. 

Personal hygiene is necessary for health and self-image. It is nice to be around someone who has 
a pleasant smell. Teach children early to brush their teeth and hair, to bathe and wear fresh 
clothes, and to wash their hands at appropriate times. Everyone in the family can help- take care 
of babies and toddlers. 

Large families create large messes, but the beauty of a large family is that they can become a 
cleaning machine. Our family is the Curtis Family Cleaning Machine on Saturday mornings 
when we clean together. There is something almost fun about cleaning together at the same 
time. A sense of camaraderie invades the home as each person does his/her job. A hardworking 
family can knock out the weekly cleaning (dusting, vacuuming, mopping, sweeping, bathroom 
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scrubbing, and yard work) in two to three hours. The work is finished quickly. All that remains is 
periodic vacuuming, wiping down sinks, and daily straightening.  Young children can help too. 
By the time a child is twelve, he/she should be able to help with all household chores. 

 

22——44  YYeeaarrss  OOlldd  CChhoorreess  

Make bed 

Clean room 

Put toys away 

Clear dishes from table 

Carry piles of laundry for mom 

Take the newspapers to the recycle bin 

Water the garden 

 

44——88  YYeeaarrss  OOlldd  CChhoorreess  

All of the above, and….. 

Fix breakfast and lunches 

Set & clear table 

Feed pets 

Dust  

Vacuum 

Sweep 

Fold & put away own laundry 

Straighten 

Wipe down sinks 

Unload silverware from dishwasher 
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88——1122  YYeeaarrss  OOlldd  CChhoorreess  

All of the above, and …. 

Wash dishes & clean kitchen 

Take out the trash & garbage 

Mop  

Weed garden 

Laundry 

Clean bathrooms 

Laundry is another huge chore for a large family. I wash between 15 and 25 loads of laundry a 
week. Different people handle laundry different ways. I prefer to do it all in a day and a half. I 
sort laundry early in the morning and begin washing and drying. The next evening, we all fold 
laundry while we watch a movie. It works for us. Other families do one or two loads every day. 
Whatever works for you, as long as clothes get clean. 

CCuullttiivvaattee  JJooyy!!  

Finally, cultivate joy in your home through careful preparation and spontaneous moments. Look 
at the bright side, enjoy these times together because life passes quickly. Soon it will be time to 
take our journey to our Heavenly Home and we will wonder where the years went. Make it your 
ambition to leave behind memories of laughter, love and joy. Let the Presence of God fill every 
nook and cranny of your heart and your home. 

Remember when we talked about how the light of God’s glory will fill Heaven so that no sun, no 
moon, no lamp and no other light will be needed to give illumination? God’s glory lights up 
Heaven! Just as God’s Presence affects the atmosphere of Heaven, let His Presence affect the 
atmosphere of your home. Abide in Jesus. Let Jesus fill you to overflowing.  Then, allow His 
Presence in you to permeate your home! 
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HHoommee  SSwweeeett  HHoommee  

A Home is a…. 

Dwelling Place.  Home is a place where you are comfortable, "feel at home," understood, 
appreciated, wanted, liked and loved. Home is where you feel safe and at ease from conflicts of 
the world. Home is a place to bring friends. 

Prepared Place. A home is clean, orderly, and organized, requiring goals, plans, and a 
schedule. Goals for family members needs are met because plans are prayerfully made and 
carried through. 

School: Home is a place where parents model maturity and teach/train children until they are 
mature in the following areas: daily life skills, walk with the Lord, character, emotional control, 
intellectual abilities, social graces, roles/responsibilities, interpersonal relationships, and 
development of gifts and abilities. 

Nurturing Center. With a loving and caring atmosphere, home is a place where nutritious 
meals are served creatively. Dental care, good hygiene, well-made clothing, fresh air, exercise, 
Bible reading, prayer, and Family Devotions are provided for each household member.  

Joyful Place. Home is filled with fun, laughter, joy, jokes, beauty, memories, traditions, hugs, 
kisses, cuddling, affirmation, music, singing, and surprises. Everyone loves celebrating God's 
goodness!  

Hospital/Repair Shop. Home is a safe place where the sick receive tender care, broken things 
are fixed, broken hearts are mended, crushed spirits are refreshed, and the exhausted find rest.  

Creative Productivity Center. Home is not just a family of consumers, but we producers 
who garden, bake, cook, woodwork, craft, sew, paint, paint, sing, play musical instruments, and 
write songs/poetry/ stories/books! 

Hospitality Center. Home is a place where hospitality is practiced regularly and repetitively 
(Rom.12:13). Families open their hearts, lives, and home to honor and serve others. They link 
arms with their church family and reach out to the lost. Home is a place for showers, parties, 
game nights, dinners, brunches, and meetings for evenings, weekends, weeks, and months. 
Homes have guest rooms. 

Ministry Center. Home is a place where the family give to the poor, serve the elderly, care for 
widows, minister to orphans, reach out to single parents, share the Gospel, mentor new 
believers, counsel, pray, bring healing, and host home groups. 
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RReefflleeccttiioonnss  ooff  EEtteerrnniittyy  

Marriage (a temporary relationship) can be a picture of the church's relationship with Jesus (a 
permanent forever one).  Ephesians 5:25-33, Revelation 21:2. Our marriage can be a picture to 
our children and others of how Jesus loves us and how we honor and love Him. 

Our family (a temporary group) can be a picture of the Family of God (a permanent group).  
Ephesians 2:19-22 and 3:14-15. As we love, honor, forgive and serve one another, we model what 
life in the Family of God (the church) should be--intimate, strongly committed with close ties 
that bind! We also need to be living this out in the church. 

Our Home (a temporary dwelling) can be a small-scale model of our Eternal Home: Heaven (a 
permanent forever place). Philippians 3:20. Our families, friends and guests can get an idea of 
what Heaven is like. Our home can be like Heaven on earth. 

"Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." (Ephesians 5:1) 

"In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there 
to prepare a place for you." (John 14:2) 

Let's imitate Jesus who prepare a place for us in Heaven. Let's prepare a home for others! 

"The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down" 
(Proverbs 14:1 NIV ©1973) 

"By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through knowledge its 
rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures" (Proverbs 24:3-4 NIV ©1973)  

HHeeaavveenn  iiss  CCaalllliinngg  mmyy  NNaammee  
I Bow down at the feet of bronze 

Glowing like a flame 
I Bow down at the feet of One 

Who took away my shame 
I lift my eyes to His, Blazing like fire 

I see His face shining, Brilliance and power 
Jesus, I’m reaching out to You 

Jesus, You’re making all things new 
 

Heaven is calling my name 
Heaven’s declaring Your fame 
Jesus the Lamb on the throne 

You are the One calling me Home! 
(©2005 Meredith Curtis) 
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Being World Changers! 

Raising World Changers! 

 

 

Powerline Productions exists to serve you! We want you to grow in your relationship with 
Jesus, experience joy and success in your homeschooling journey, and fulfill the Great 

Commission with your family in your home, church, and community. 

We offer Homeschooling books, unit studies, classes, high school classes, ladies Bible study 
workbooks, God’s Girls Bible study workbooks, Real Men Bible study workbooks, Worship CDs, 

teaching CDs, DVDs, and cookbooks just for you! 

Our Websites 

joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/  
jshomeschooling.com/  

finishwellcon.com/  
powerlineprod.com/  
meredithcurtis.com/  

 

E-books Available @ powerlineprod.com/ 
mediaangels.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=1_19  

currclick.com/browse/pub/247/Powerline-Productions  
Print Books Available @ amazon.com/  (look up Books by Title) 

 
Contact Us:  Laura@powerlinecc.com & Meredith@powerlinecc.com & 

PastorMike@powerlinecc.com  

Powerline Productions 
251 Brightview Drive Lake Mary, FL 32746 

 

http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://finishwellcon.com/
http://powerlineprod.com/
http://www.meredithcurtis.com/
http://www.powerlineprod.com/
http://www.mediaangels.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=1_19
http://www.currclick.com/browse/pub/247/Powerline-Productions
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:Laura@powerlinecc.com
mailto:Meredith@powerlinecc.com
mailto:PastorMike@powerlinecc.com
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LLaaddiieess  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddiieess  
The Word of God brings wisdom to woman in their roles as wives, mothers, homemakers, 
mentors, leaders, teachers, and businesswomen. Dig into Scripture and allow it to transform 
your life! Draw closer to Jesus and experience success as you walk in God’s plan for your life! 
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MMaaggggiiee  KKiinngg  MMyysstteerriieess   
If you like cozy mysteries, you will love this series! Meet Maggie King, a pastor’s wife and 
homeschool mom who keeps stumbling across dead bodies. With her sidekicks, Sophia and 
Mary-Kate and her curious children, Maggie is on one adventure after another.  
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MMoorree  BBooookkss  bbyy  PPoowweerrlliinnee  PPrroodduuccttiioonnss  
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Imagine yourself in your home surrounded by your family. They are laughing together and 
speaking kindly to each other. Holidays are Christ-centered, joy-filled days. Your home is 
beautifully decorated and relatively tidy. Is this just a dream? You can create a home that is a 
safe haven and a delightful hide-a-way. Abiding in Jesus enables us to be filled with His 
Presence! When we are filled with His Presence, we can bring that lovely fragrance into our 
Homes. If the cry of your heart is: “Jesus, fill my heart and home with Your Presence!” 
then this workbook is for you!  You will be encouraged, challenged, and inspired to grow in your 
relationship with your Savior and King, Jesus. You will be equipped to bring His wonderful 
Presence into your homes.   

Yes, this is a Bible study on homemaking, but it is so much more! Learn to create a home for 
yourself and your family that is full of peace and joy by imitating the original Homebuilder and 
Homemaker, the Lord Himself. There are also a few surprises…like you need colored 
pencils for weeks four and five! 

Abide & Bear Fruit 
Quiet Times 
Interior Decorating 
Clutter Control 
Schedule & Organize 
Hospitality 
Celebrations 
Make Holidays Special 
Birthdays 
Worship 
Create a Nurturing Environment 
Recipes 

 
 

 

 

 

Meredith Curtis is a pastor’s wife and homeschooling mother of five amazing children. She graduated 
from the University of Delaware in 1984 with a BS degree in Nursing, worked as a RN for two years, and 
has been a homemaker since the birth of her first child in 1986.  Currently she is leading worship and 
mentoring ladies at Powerline Church.  She is the author of Joyful and Successful Homeschooling, Quick 
and EZ Unit Study Fun, God’s Girls Beauty Secrets, Teaching Writing in High School, Who Dun It 
Murder Mystery Class, Lovely To Behold, A Wise Woman Builds, Celebrate Christmas with Cookies Unit 
Study, Travel to London Unit Study, and several other books, unit studies, high school classes, Ladies & 
God’s Girls Bible Study Workbooks! God, in His kindness, has given her a joyful home, good friends and 
children who love Jesus! As much as she enjoys ministry and all her blessings, her delight is spending 
time in the Presence of her first love, Jesus! 

Meredith’s websites:  joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/ & meredithcurtis.com/    & 
finishwellcon.com/ & powerlineprod.com/ 

http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://finishwellcon.com/
http://www.powerlineprod.com/
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