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A Brand New Century: 
1900-1909 
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Hope & Optimism at the Turn of the 
Century 
 

The eighteenth century ended full of hope and optimism. People were enjoying all the new inventions of the 
later Victorian Age (1837-1901).  

At the beginning of the twentieth century, men were still getting around on horses, excited about new 
inventions like the telegraph, telephone, sewing machine, and light bulb. By the end of the century, men 
could walk on the moon, travel at the speed of sound, use compact home computers, and enjoy the benefits 
of satellite communication. Times sure changed in the twentieth century.   

Along with amazing increases in technology, came an equally amazing loss of common sense, manners, and 
morality. As more and more people believed Darwin, Marx, and Freud, times began “a’changin” with 
people rejecting the God of the Bible and turning to hedonistic pleasures to make the pain of hopelessness 
go away. Liberal theology had already swept through Germany and was spreading to mainline 
denominations in many nations, turning the hearts of many Christians cold. Many young people lost their 
faith in Europe.   

Instead of putting their hope in Christ, many Europeans put their hope in mankind, buying into the lies of 
Darwin, Marx, and Freud. “We can bring about the perfect world, we can achieve world peace.” Most 
people in Western Civilization still had a Christian Worldview, but the corruption of socialism, humanism, 
and evolution was beginning.  

In the first decade of the twentieth century, the Panama Canal was built. The North and South Poles were 
explored, luxury cruise ships were built, and it was easier to travel than ever before. And can you believe it? 
The Wright brothers invented the airplane. Baseball was America’s favorite sport with the first World 
Series played in 1903. Basketball was invented too.  

Across the world, people were enthusiastic about the future. After all, could life get any better than this? 

 

It’s time to work on your timeline.  
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Here are the dates for the timeline figures in your workbook.  

 

1900. The Boxer Rebellion. The Boxers were sent by the Empress Dowager to kill all 
foreigners, Chinese Christians, and those trying to westernize China under the 
Emperor’s leadership. 

 

1901-1910. Reign of King Edward VII. Edward VII (1841-1910), the son of Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert, was the king of England for the first decade of the new century, giving us 
the term ‘Edwardian Age.’ 

 

1901-1909. Theodore Roosevelt. President Teddy Roosevelt (1858-1919) was President of 
the U.S.A. from 1901-1909. He helped to negotiate the peace treaty between Russia and 
Japan to end the Russo-Japanese War.  

 

1899-1902. Second Boer War. The Boers of Republic of the 
Orange Free State and the South African Republic wanted to 

regain independence from British rule. After losing the First Boer War, the British 
crushed the Boers by destroying towns and homesteads and locking men, 
women, and children up in concentration camps. Many died due to the horrible 
condition in the camps.  

 

1903. Wright Brothers’ First Flight. The Wright Brothers flew the first man-
piloted, machine-powered airplane flight in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.  

 

 

1903. The Teddy Bear. The Teddy Bear debuted in 1903, inspired by President Teddy 
Roosevelt who loved to hunt, but on one hunting trip in 1902, he refused to kill a bear 
cub. 

 

1903. Crayola Crayons. Crayola introduces their bright colored crayons for children.  

 

 

1903. The Great Train Robbery. First action movie. First western.  
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1903. First World Series.  

 

 

1904. Russo-Japanese War. Russian and Japan went to war over Manchuria and 
Korea. Japan beat Russia badly. U.S. President Teddy Roosevelt helped to 
negotiate the Treaty of Portsmouth which ended the war. 

 

1904. Welsh Revival. God poured out His Spirit in small coal mining towns in Wales 
rescuing people from sin and filling them with His Spirit. Whole towns were saved. The 
crime rate and alcohol consumption went down drastically as a result.  

 

1905. Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity. Albert Einstein (1879-1955), a German Jewish 
Physicist, published his ‘Special Relativity’ in 1905 related to elementary particles and their 
interactions. He published his ‘General Relativity’ in 1916 about the cosmological and 
astrophysical realm and astronomy.   

               

1905. Bloody Sunday. In January 1905, Russian peasants led by a Russian 
Orthodox priest brought a petition to the Czar. When the protestors passed a 
point they were asked not to cross, the soldiers opened fire, killing hundreds of 

protestors.  

 

1909. Peary & Hensen Reach the North Pole. On April 6, 1909, Robert Peary and Matthew 
Hensen reached the North Pole.  

 

1880s to 1930s. Vaudeville. Vaudeville shows were popular at the turn of the 
century. These shows had a little bit of everything with act following act: magicians, 
trained animals, acrobats, jugglers, comedy routines, musicians, singers, and 
magicians.  
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All Over the World, a 
New Century Begins 
 

At the end of the chapter you will answer questions in your workbook and complete assignments related to 
this chapter.  

 

Chang & The Boxers  
 

“We must get out of here!” Father burst into the house just as Mother had finished braiding Chang’s black 
hair into one long pigtail down his back. Chang’s pigtail was getting longer, but not as long as Father’s.  

What is wrong?” Mother asked with a worried expression on her face.  

“The Boxers are here in the village. They are killing all the Christians.” Father explained. “We must flee!”  

“Who are the Boxers?” Chang asked his mother, but she was busy packing up a few personal items and an 
extra set of clothing for everyone in the family.”  

“The Boxers are acrobats that get their strange powers from dark spirits. Our emperor does not like them, 
but the Dowager Empress wants to stamp out Christianity in China.” Father answered, scooping Chang up 
in his arms.  

Chang knew about the young Emperor. He had come to the throne as a child, so the Empress Dowager Cixi 
had ruled for him. In recent years, Emperor Quangxu had instituted the Hundred Days Reform, trying to 
modernize China. He also protected Christians from harm. But there were many people, like the Boxers, 
who didn’t like Christians. Whenever something went wrong like a drought, they blamed the Christians. 

“Oh, dear, they are here!” Mother said, looking out the window. There were seven men on horseback with 
long swords.  

“Quick, hide!” Father said, pulling his family into a closet through a trap door in the floor. Father just 
finished closing the door when Chang heard the door open.   

Tick-tock. Tick-tock. Chang’s heart was pounding as he listened to the Boxers throw things and break 
things in his home. Could they hear his heart beating? Father silently folded his hands to symbolize prayer. 
Chang began to pray that Jesus would protect them. He saw that his parents were silently praying too.  

Finally, after what seemed like an eternity, Chang heard some of the fierce men stomp out of the house. He 
felt his breathing start to slow down. 
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“Open that door!” Chang heard an angry voice yell. “Oh, never mind.” The lone voice added and he heard 
footsteps cross the floor and leave through the door.  

Father motioned to Chang and Mother to be still and wait. Before the little family could get out and flee to 
the safety of another village, the door burst open again. He heard footsteps that went straight to the little 
trap door. Chang’s heart was pounding again.  

Chang was dragged out of the closet with his mother and father. But the men did not kill them. Instead, they 
were transported on a cart with several missionaries to the Legation Quarter in the city of Peking.  

During the ride, the frightened Christians tried to smile bravely at one another as they bumped along the 
rocky road to Peking, but fear was in every eye. Very quietly Pastor Sven, the Swedish missionary who had 
baptized Chang’s mother and father, began to recite Psalm 91.  

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty…” 
twelve very frightened Christians whispered together. Chang noticed that he and his parents were the only 
ones who were Chinese. There were two British missionary couples and their children. They must be from 
another village. Sven’s wife and children were missing. Chang didn’t want to think about the possibilities.  

The Legation Quarter, a walled city within the larger walled city of Peking, was the section of Peking where 
foreigners lived and worked. There were people from England, America, France, Germany, Vietnam, Japan, 
Sweden, and many other nations. All the churches in Peking had been burned to the ground, except one 
Catholic church where the priest and his fellow Christians were fiercely defending it from the Boxers. The 
smoke of burning churches rose up into the air giving the whole city an eerie feeling. Christians, foreign 
businessmen, and foreign civil servants had taken refuge in the Legation Quarter and were fighting to stay 
alive. For 55 days, they had to defend their lives from the Boxers who tried to get through the walls.  

“How did you get here?” a British businessman asked Sven one morning while the fighting raged on.  

“In a cart with a Chinese Christian family. All the other Christians in our village were killed. There were 
also missionaries from another village.”  

“It must have been an angel protecting you and your crew,” he admitted, pointing to Chang, his parents and 
the British missionaries. “If we survive the Boxers, you will have quite a story to tell your children.”  

“Help is coming,” Sven informed him. “A little boy snuck in this morning with news that England, the 
United States, France, Germany, Japan, Italy, Russia, and Austria-Hungary are sending troops to rescue us 
from this terrible plight.”  

“They better get here soon,” the man replied. “We are running out of food and ammo.”   

Let’s learn more about China, Japan, and Russia at the beginning of a brand new century! 

Turn of the Century in China 
Emperor Quangxu sat on the throne in China. Most of the people who lived in China were farmers. Men 
wore one long braid down their back to show loyalty to the royal family.   

Chinese people were divided in their feelings toward foreigners. On the one hand, many Chinese people 
wanted to learn about other cultures and trade with them. They had things to sell to other nations and they 
wanted the freedom to buy goods from other nations too. In addition, Hudson Taylor and other missionaries 
had brought medical care, education, and, best of all, the Good News about Jesus. They were several 
converts to Christianity and many new churches built in China.  
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However, those who didn’t trust foreigners had reasons 
to be uneasy. Right before the turn of the century, 
China had endured a dramatic change in her power 
over the nation of Korea. China had enjoyed a parent-
child kind of relationship with Korea with free reign in 
using her ports, manpower, and natural resources. 
Some Koreans grew tired of their relationship with 
China and wanted to take a path of modernization like 
Japan. They looked to Japan for help. Soon both Japan 
and China felt they had a right to help and take 
advantage of Korea. Koreans were divided about who 
they liked better: China or Japan.  

Things got so heated between Japan and China that 
they went to war in 1894. The winner was Japan, 
largely due to their new, modernized army. The rest of 
the world was shocked. Little Japan beat beefy China? 
Yes, it changed things for both China and Japan. It also 
changed the way the rest of the world powers viewed 
these Asian countries.  

Japan, the winner of the Sino-Japanese War (war with China), received the following prizes: Liaodong 
Peninsula with the strategic Port Arthur in northern China, Taiwan (called Formosa back then), and a lot of 
money. Korea was recognized as independent from China.  

The world was shocked! Russia, France, and Germany immediately protested. “Taking away Port Arthur is 
like pointing a loaded gun at China’s head.” “What is happening to the balance of power in the East?” “Is 
Japan going to be aggressive now?” Now, I want you to know that other countries weren’t worried about 
China losing Port Arthur—they wanted a piece of China too as you will see. “If Japan gets some of China, 
then I want some of China,” is what they were really thinking. But they raised such a ruckus, that Japan 
grudgingly gave the Liaodong Peninsula with Port Arthur back to China.  

A few years later, when two German missionaries were murdered in China, Germany took the opportunity 
to rush in and seize Qingdao, a port city. As soon, as Germany had a chunk of China, France, England, and 
Russia were ready to jump in and get their chunk of the pie. France seized Zhanjiang. The Russians 
occupied Lushun, located in the southern part of the Liaoning peninsula. Yes, that’s the peninsula that 
Japan won from China, but had to give up. Soon Britain occupied Weihai and managed to get a lease on 
Hong Kong for 100 years. Now, these countries were renting from China, but their sphere of influence went 
beyond the places they were renting. Many foreign businessmen also settled in China starting companies 
that employed Chinese workers.  

The Boxer Rebellion in China 1900 
The Boxer Rebellion was an uprising led by the Boxers, a Chinese group that practiced magic to “obtain 
power.” The Boxers, members of a secret society, were skilled in martial arts, acrobatics, sword twirling, 
and incantations. With the blessing of the Dowager Empress Cixi, they executed a ruthless campaign to 
stomp out Christianity and all foreign influence. When heavy flooding was followed by a drought, the 
Boxers were convinced that it was the Christian’s fault because they no longer practiced the Chinese 
religions and arts. Some of the Chinese farmers agreed with the Boxer’s anti-foreign feeling, but others 
liked foreigners and wanted to modernize China.  
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Pastors defending the British Legation during Boxer 
Rebellion 

Emperor Quangxu was on one side. He wanted to modernize China, but the Empress Dowager Cixi, who 
still held quite a bit of political power in the palace wanted to get rid of all the foreigners. The Boxers were 
ruthless, killing foreigners, Christian missionaries, and Chinese converts to Christianity. While hundreds of 
missionaries were killed, thousands of Chinese Christians lost their lives because they refused to renounce 
their faith in Jesus.  

The Boxers swept through China leaving a wake of 
destruction. 239 missionaries were martyred in China 
during the Boxer Rebellion in the dreadful summer of 
1900. The China Inland Mission, started by Hudson 
Taylor, lost 79 missionaries. The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance lost 36 missionaries. But far greater 
numbers of Chinese pastors and Chinese believers were 
murdered. More than 32,000 Christians gave up their lives 
because they believed in Jesus. 1  

Foreigners were targeted as well. Christianity was 
associated with western modernism. Everyone from 
another country was suspect, including the Japanese, 
French, Germans, and Russians. The foreigners in Peking 
barricaded themselves in the Legation Quarter. The 
Legation Quarter was a walled part of the city of Peking 
where they foreigners had offices and embassies. While 
the Boxers tried to invade the Legation Quarter, the 
foreigners hunkered down to defend themselves and the 
many Chinese Christians that took refuge with the 
foreigners. The missionaries, scattered throughout the rest 
of the city, tried to make their way to the Legation 
Quarter to avoid beheading.  

Eight nations came to the rescue of the foreigners under 
siege in the Legation Quarter. American Marines joined 

soldiers from Russia, Germany, France, Japan, Austria-Hungary, Italy, and the United Kingdom. If you 
enjoy learning about exciting battles, sieges, and heroics, you will want to learn more about this battle. 
There is a movie, 55 Days at Peking starring Charleston Heston (1963), about the rescue of the foreigners 
from the Legation Quarter.  

After the foreigners were rescued, their nations were determined to keep their citizens living in China 
protected. Empress Dowager Cixi fled with her court and lived in hiding for a year. The Boxers crept back 
to their homes, trying to evade capture by foreign soldiers.  

Now, let’s head over to Japan. 

Turn of the Century in Japan 
In Japan, Emperor Meiji the Great was the 122rd Emperor of Japan. During his reign, the nation changed 
from an old-fashioned feudal country to a free-market, but militaristic world power. As a boy and young 
man, he enjoyed sumo wrestling. He did not enjoy schoolwork. As an adult, he regretted that he had been so 
lazy with his studies.  

Japan worked very hard to modernize militarily, educationally, and financially. After France lost the 
Franco-Prussian War in 1871, Japan saw Germany as a role model for building its military. Like Germany, 
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Meiji Emperor 

Japan’s military would work closely with the Emperor and be free from political bureaucrats. As Marius 
Jansen explains, “The new strategy included teaching recruits military history, military communications, 
and how to cultivate a fighting spirit.”2 While Europeans were focused on maintaining peace and a balance 
of power, Japan was busy building a strong military that would win a war. Japan was looking for ways to 
expand their empire. After all, all the Europeans had colonies all over the world. In officer and enlisted 
military training schools, loyalty to the emperor was demanded. The emperor ruled the Imperial Army and 
Navy. Beginning in the 1880s, the emperor began to wear a military uniform. Japan was becoming 
militaristic and the focal point of the military’s loyalty was the emperor.3  

 
Japanese Imperial Family 1900 

Japan had conflict with China and Russia the decade before 
and the decade after the turn of the century. With China, it 
was over Korea which was settled with the Sino-Japanese War 
of 1894 that I mentioned earlier. Japan was not happy with the 
privileges granted to Russia by China. Russia had also 
squeezed into the power gap in Korea that China had vacated. 
Since Japan had been the one to kick China out of Korea, 
Japan expected to have a large role in Korea. After the Boxer 
Rebellion was put down by Japan, England, France, Germany, 
Italy, Russia, Austria-Hungary, and the United States, Russia 
continued to occupy northeastern China, or Manchuria. Many 
Japanese businessman had interests in that region, so Japan 
didn’t like Russia occupying northern China.  

In 1902, Japan signed a treaty with the United Kingdom, or 
England. They committed themselves to help one another if a 
fourth power joined with Russia.4 Russia has always sought a 
warm water port and found what she was looking for by 
renting Port Arthur from China. This infuriated Japan along 
with Russia’s constant interference in Korean matters. 
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Tsar Nikolai of Russia (Czar Nicolas II) 

Finally, this tension led to war! Once again, Japan won a decisive victory—this time over Russia in the 
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905. This made the United States and European nations sit up and take 
notice. In fact, President Teddy Roosevelt offered to do the peace negotiations for the two nations.  

Japan’s representative came to New Hampshire to meet with President Roosevelt and Russia’s 
representative. Japan came with a harsh list of demands. Japan did not get what it wanted. President 
Roosevelt’s goal was to see the entire region prosper, not to punish Russia. But Russia did have to pay the 
cost of the war, surrender several naval ships, restrict naval activity in the Far East, and grant fishing rights 
to Japan off the Siberian coast. Russia, was however, allowed to continue developing the Manchurian 
Railroad and pursue business opportunities in Korea and China.5  

Let’s head over to Russia.  

Turn of the Century in Russia 
Tsar, or Czar, Nicholas II, the ruler of Russia, and his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, had four lovely daughters 

and a son with health struggles. The royal family went 
to church, entertained important guests, and enjoyed 
spending lots of time together. As supreme ruler of 
Russia, Nicholas II was also the head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Nicholas and his family lived a 
simple life. However, many of the other Russian nobles 
held many glittering parties and imitated French culture 
with gusto from poetry to fashion to food. Among the 
Russian intellectuals, there were many schools of 
thought. Some liked the monarchy, others leaned 
toward becoming a constitutional monarchy like 
England, some revolutionaries wanted to replace the 
monarchy with a constitutional republic, and other 
revolutionaries wanted to institute the brutal 
communism of Karl Marx.   

Tsar Nicholas II, cousin to Germany’s Wilhelm II and 
nephew of England’s new King Edward VII, tried his 

best to bring financial and educational advances to his 
nation, but Russia was a very backward country. 

Serfdom had existed in Russia long after it ended in Europe and resembled slavery. When Nicholas’s 
grandfather, Czar Alexander II, had “freed” the serfs in 1861, he had paid the nobles for their freedom and 
land too. However, the serfs had to pay the government back. They were now in debt to the government.  

His successor, Alexander III had conducted violent “pogroms” against the Jews of his nations. To escape 
murder, many Russian Jews had fled to America or Palestine. Fiddler on the Roof is a great movie to watch 
to help understand this era better.  

Alexander III had encouraged industrialization in Russia, but guess who paid the bill? You got it! The 
peasants. Being a peasant in Russia at the turn of the century was not a good place to be. Life was hard. 
Debt was common and morale was low. In spite of this, the peasants were devoutly religious (Russian 
Orthodox Church) and devoted to the tsar. They called Czar Nicholas “Little Father.” 

It was really the factory workers, or proletariat of Russia, that were enticed by the Marxist Communists. 
They held emotional meetings, stopped going to church (communism rejects belief in God), and began 
preparing for bloody revolution. Communism teaches that it is the natural evolution of things for the 
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Bloody Sunday 

proletariat to rise up and violently overthrow the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie included everything from 
landowners, storekeepers, and military leaders to the nobility.  

Once the proletariat had risen up with horrific violence, they would steal everything the bourgeoisie owned 
and give it to the proletariat. You will see, as we study the Communist Revolutions of the Twentieth 
Century that this never happened. Well, yes, there was violence and there was stealing of all land and stuff 
belonging to the middle class and nobility, but stuff never went to the poor. In fact, the Communist leaders 
became the new owners of the land and stuff taken from the bourgeoisie. After destroying the “horribly 
unkind bourgeoisie,” the proletariat found itself worse off than before financially except now they were 
ruled by a brutal dictator as well.  

Well, let’s get back to Russia at the turn of the twentieth century. Russia began to turn toward Asia for more 
land to conquer. She had seized land from China and established Vladivostok as an important port. But 
Russia also needed a warm water port that would not freeze in the winter. She made a deal with China to 
rent Port Arthur, worked on building a railroad through Manchuria, and negotiated other deals with Korea. 
Russian businessmen started businesses in China too. All of this made Japan angry. Heated exchanges led 
to war.  

Russia had been a strong world power in the past, but now her ships and weapons were outdated. This hurt 
her badly in her war with Japan in 1904-1905. She finally had enough. As I mentioned before, American 
President Teddy Roosevelt met with representatives from Russia and Japan. Though Russia did have to 
make some concessions to Japan, she was allowed to continue her presence in China.  

Bloody Sunday 
While the war was raging with Japan, Russia was 
also dealing with general unrest with the factory 
workers. Communists brought the factory workers 
together in unions to negotiate for higher wages and 
better working conditions. In addition, many people 
were pushing for more freedoms and a constitution.  

One Sunday in January 1905, a Russian Orthodox 
priest led a group of Russians who wanted to hand a 
petition to the tsar. The soldiers had been 
commanded not to let demonstrators pass a certain 
point, so when they did so, even when asked not to, 
the soldiers opened fire. It was horrible! Hundreds of 
peaceful protestors were killed. This Bloody Sunday 
was followed by numerous strikes across Russia. 
Nicholas II responded to the unrest by granting 

personal freedoms of speech and religion, granting Russians the right to assemble, forming a Duma 
(national elected body), giving the right to vote to all Russian men, and began the writing of a new 
Constitution. Many were grateful for the new reforms and sought to work for slow change. However, the 
Communists resisted all slow change or change through elections because they wanted an armed overthrow 
of the government.  
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Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany 

Railroads 
On a bright note, the Trans-Siberian Railroad was worked on from 1891 to 1916. It was a huge project that 
connected Russia’s distant cities together. Extensions of the railroad, the Trans-Manchurian and the Trans-
Mongolian went down into China.  

 

Turn of the Century in Germany 
Germany was still a relatively young country. You see several 
countries came together to form the nation of Germany. It was only 
after a victory over France in the Franco-Prussian War that rulers 
of all the Germanic states voted to come together as the German 
Empire and voted in Wilhelm of Prussia as the new emperor. 
Wilhelm I’s grandson, Wilhelm II succeeded his grandfather on the 
throne.  

Germany advocated a Free-Market economic system. They 
encouraged businesses to compete with one another to give 
consumers the best product. Germany kept tariffs low.  

As a result of their philosophy of economics, Germany had a 
thriving economy. The steel industry was booming. All kinds of 
brand-new businesses such as Bayer, a pharmaceutical company 
and maker of Bayer Aspirin, and machinery factories, and 
businesses producing chemicals were thriving. Farmers were using 
new tools and new methods of fertilization leading to more crops 
than ever before.   

With all the prosperity Germany was blessed with, Kaiser Wilhelm 
II should have been grateful and content. But he wanted more. 

Wilhelm II had his eye on expanding his empire. 
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In the Good Old Summertime Sheet Music 
Cover 

 
Germany Dresden-Amalienplatz 1900 

Songs from the Turn of the Century 
Through the ages, music has been an important part of every culture in 
the world. All kinds of music was popular in the twentieth century: 
country, Gospel, rock-n-roll, ragtime, jazz, blues, and rap. “In the 
Good Ole Summertime” by Ren Shields (words) and George Evans 
(music) was a popular song in the first decade of the twentieth century. 
It was first published in 1902. This whimsical song was recorded by 
many different artists, including John Philip Sousa’s band. Read the 
words to the song below and notice the upbeat optimism of the lyrics.  

There’s a time in the year That we always hold dear,  
Good old summer time; With the birds and the trees-es,  
And sweet scented breezes, Good old summer time, 
When your day’s work is over Then you are in clover,  
And life is one beautiful rhyme, No trouble annoying,  
Each one is enjoying, The good old summer time.  
In the good old summer time, In the good old summer time,  
Strolling thro’ the shady lanes With your baby mine;  
You hold her hand and she holds yours, And that’s a very good 
sign 
That she’s your tootsie wootsie In the good old summer time.  
To swim in the pool, You’d play ‘hooky” from school.  
Good old summer time; You’d play ‘ring-a-rosie”  
With Jim, Kate, and Josie, Good old summer time, 
Those days full of pleasure We now fondly treasure,  
When we never thought it a crime To go stealing cherries,  
With face brown as berries  
In the good  old summertime, In the good  old summertime,  
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Teddy Bears having a Picnic 

Strolling thro’ the shady lanes With your baby mine;  
You hold her hand and she holds yours, And that’s a very good sign  
That she’s your tootsie wootsie In the good old summertime.  
 
I encourage you to look for the songs I talk about on Youtube or I-tunes. You might want to listen to 
different versions, but try to get one that sounds close to the original song back in the first decade of the 
twentieth century.  

The popularity of baseball led to an American song that was still well known at the end of the century. 
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game” by Jack Norworth (words) and Albert Von Tilzer (music) was first 
published in 1908. It became a tradition to sing it in the seventh inning of the baseball game. Everyone sang 
together! Listen to “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” on Youtube.  

“Let Me Call You Sweetheart” by Beth Slater Whitson (words) and Leo Friedman (music) was first 
published in 1910. This romantic song lasted for decades. Listen to “Let Me Call You Sweetheart” on 
Youtube. 

“Teddy Bears’ Picnic” was a popular song by Jimmy 
Kennedy (words) and John Walter Bratton (music) 
with the words written in 1907 and music added in 
1932. You may not recognize the words, but you have 
probably heard the tune before.  

Listen to “Teddy Bears’ Picnic” on Youtube. The 
version by Anne Murray is my favorite.  

The popularity of the songs eventually led to 
several picture books based on the lyrics of the 
song.  

Ragtime 
Ragtime and Blues music were popular at the turn of the century. Ragtime music was a forerunner of jazz. 
Honky-tonk piano players played syncopated rhythms in towns along the Mississippi River and Missouri 
River. The left hand played a steady beat and the right hand plays a syncopated beat. Scott Joplin (1867-
1917), the King of Ragtime, composed hundreds of ragtime songs.  

Try listening to “Maple Leaf Rag” or “The Entertainer” on Youtube.  

Blues  
Singing the blues has been around since the late 1800’s. African American spirituals, work songs, field 
hollers, and chants developed into the blues. The Blues music is based on using “blues notes” which is 
basically sliding from a note outside the key or chord to a note inside the key or chord. The feeling of blues 
music is rather sad or contemplative. This eventually developed the blues scale—its own musical scale.  
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Vaudeville Poster 1894 

Henri Matisse "Woman with a Hat" 1905 

Vaudeville 
Vaudeville was popular in the United States from the early 1880’s to 
the 1930’s. With musicians, dancers, comedians, trained animals, 
magicians, acrobats, jugglers, minstrels, movies, and athletes, there was 
something for everything. Set up to go act after act, vaudeville was 
performed in a theatre. When Tony Pastor opened his firstvaudeville 
show in 1881, he forbid the sale of liquor and kept his shows 
wholesome.  

Before there was television, Vaudville was popular. Look up Vaudville 
acts on Youtube. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art of the Twentieth Century 
There is such a wide variety of art in the twentieth century. Today, we will quickly discuss modern art, 
advertising art, and popular art.  

Popular art, not Pop Art, is the art that people like and buy. Normal 
Rockwell was a popular artist in America in the twentieth century. 
Thomas Kinkade’s works were popular at the end of the century.  
Advertising art is another way to see what average people liked. 
Advertisers study what people like so that ads will appeal to the 
reader. When it comes to advertising art and popular art, mass 
production in factories around the world has made art marketable and 
accessible to ordinary people. Next month we will look at popular ads 
in the early twentieth century.  

Photography became an art in the twentieth century. We will look at 
photography this year too. But in relation to modern art, photography 
as an art form is one reason that modern artists considered realism to 
be obsolete.  

Instead of reality, modern artists strive to be original, innovative, or 
shocking. Modern art was influenced by Native American art, 
Polynesian art, and African art.  

Let’s talk about some art movements of the twentieth century.  

Fauvism, popular in the first decade of the twentieth century, was pioneered by Henri Matisse who used 
bright colors with simple lines in his paintings. Fauvism, from the French word ‘fauve’ meaning ‘wild 
beast’ followed Post-Impressionist art. Fauvist paintings and murals looked primitive because they were 
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two-dimensional rather than three-dimensional. Many people thought the paintings looked like a child had 
painted them. But, they were bright and cheerful, full of color.  

Fauvism as a movement didn’t last long. It led to Cubism and Expressionist art.  

Pablo Picasso is one of the most famous artists of the twentieth century. He is well known for cubism, as 
well as the collage. You can tell what the objects are in his paintings, but they don’t look real. Picasso went 
through several stages in his art: realist in youth, blue period, rose period, African-inspired period, and 
cubism.  

Cubism began in the first decade and continued until the 1920s. In cubism, objects are analyzed, taken 
apart, and put back together in odd ways. Sometimes cubist art showed different perspectives of the same 
thing on the same canvas. Many times the painting looked more like a pattern.  

Cubism emphasized a two-dimensional surface and did away with perspective. Everything in the painting 
was reworked into cubes or other geometric shapes. Just as our culture was being fragmented, everything in 
Cubism was fragmented, or broken into pieces.   

 
Pablo Picasso "Still Life with Mandolin" 1924 

In 1937, during the Spanish Civil War, Hitler sent his troops to help Franco, the dictator of Spain. They 
bombed a Spanish village, Guernica, destroying it completely. Picasso painted a large mural in memory of 
the horrible disaster.  
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Pablo Picasso "Guernica"1937 

Art Nouveau, or new art, was popular at the turn of the century. It was characterized by patterns, curved 
lines, flowers, and leaves. It had a fresh modern look to it at the turn of the century and was a very popular 
art form. The goal of the art style was to create a brand new international art form that would adapt to the 
way life was changing. Western Civilization was becoming more urban and industrialized. In other 
words, more people were moving to the cities to live and factories were springing up everywhere.   

Art Nouveau spread out into all art mediums: furniture, architecture, jewelry, posters, paintings, sculptures, 
murals, fabric design, and book illustrations. Art Nouveau was replaced by Art Deco. Here is a building and 
a poster in the Art Nouveau style.  

            
Art Nouveau Riga, Capital of Latvia                                                  Steinlen-Motocycles Comiot Poster 

Art Deco, or Art Moderne, was popular in the 1920s and 1930s. It was often composed of long, thin forms, 
curved lines, and geometric patterns. The subject in the painting or work was abstract and distorted, but 
simple with lots of vibrant color thrown in. Art Deco took much from the past (Mayan and Egyptian art, Far 
East and Middle East design, and themes from Greek and Roman art), but the goal was to embrace the 
brand new modern machine age. The art celebrated the new automobile, technology, speed, wheels, 
machines, and commerce. Art Deco was found in painting, sculptures, architecture, jewelry, furniture, 
fabric patterns, clothing, and glassware. The Chrysler Building and Rockefeller Center are both examples of 
Art Deco architecture. Here is a government milk poster in Art Deco style too.  
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Chrysler Building 1930                                    Rockefeller Center                          Art Deco Milk Poster 1940 

Abstract Art is symbolic and simple. A stick figure represents a person or the color red expresses anger.  
Think of the word abstract for a minute. An abstract noun is one that is not concrete or easy to define. In the 
same way, abstract art was symbolic, nebulous, and not real. Abstract art was supposed to represent the 
spiritual realm of things and people, but left room for the interpretation of the viewer. Abstract art became 
popular in the 1930s as totalitarianism was on the rise in Russia, Germany, and Italy. Possibly a reaction to 
totalitarianism, abstract art used color, shape, line, and form to communicate a message. You can find 
abstract art on pottery from ancient civilizations and primitive tribes in remote areas of the world.  

 
Robert Delaunay "Premier Disque" 1913 
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Edvard Munch  "The Scream" 1893 

Though Expressionism was popular before, during, and after World 
War I, it expressed the death of faith in mankind, as well as the end of 
optimism. Of course, we know that we should believe in God, rather 
than the goodness of people so that we can always have hope. People 
will disappoint us because we live in a fallen world. In Expressionistic 
art, reality is distorted while ugliness is emphasized. Expressionism is 
depressing because it expresses discouragement and hopelessness. 
Expressionism originated in Germany and Austria.  

The Scream by Edvard Munch was painted in 1893 but it inspired 
Expressionists of the next century. Notice the gloom and hopelessness 
in the painting.  

 

Expressionism combined with Abstract art to form the Abstract-
Expressionist style. Emotional intensity adds to the abstraction, or 
non-reality of the artwork. As psychology and psychologists Freud 
and Jung were becoming popular, art was a way to express the ‘inner 
child’ and deep rooted feelings of the artists. Art appreciators began to analyze the art for deeper meanings 
hidden in the painting. Now, when you viewed a painting, you could psycho-analyze the artist at the same 
time. This is the first art movement that began in America—Greenwich Village, New York to be exact. The 
idea was to have a spontaneous release of subconscious creativity. Abstract-Expressionism was popular 
from the mid-1940s until Pop Art replaced it in the 1960s.  

A great example of Abstract-Expressionism is this painting of a garden. Yes, I know, it’s hard for me to see 
the garden either. The question is: can you feel his emotion? 

 
In Abstract-Expressionistic art, the act of creating the work is more important than the final product. 
Jackson Pollack would place a large white canvas in the middle of the floor and throw paint in different 
methods onto the canvas. He might drip the paint or dip yarn in paint and pull the yarn across the canvas. 
Pollack is remembered for his drip paintings. Mr. Pollack struggled with alcoholism most of his life and 
died in car accident while he was driving drunk. He was only 44 years old when he died. Do you remember 
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Marcel Duchamp "L.H.O.O.Q." 1919 

the movie Princess Diaries? The mother is an artist and she pops balloons that are filled with paint. When 
the paint bursts, it splatters onto a canvas. She is painting in the Abstract-Expressionist style.  

 

 

 

Dada is expressionistic art with a twist of sarcasm or dark humor and 
a touch of cubism thrown in. Things are distorted drastically to create 
a dark mood or express an emotional experience. Dada art was anti-
capitalist and anti-war and believed strongly in the communist 
agenda of revolt and overthrow. Dada rejected reason and logic. 
They wanted to create nonsense and irrational works to promote their 
message.  

Many people found Dada art offensive when beloved objects were 
mocked in a painting or sculpture. But, that was the whole purpose of 
Dada art—to make a statement against cultural norms.  

Dada art started in Zurich, Switzerland right after World War I.  

 

 

 

 

 

Surrealism goes a step further than Dadaism and becomes a collection of things that don’t fit together and 
don’t even make sense. Salvador Dali is the most famous Surrealist. His paintings combine random objects 
but pack an emotional punch to the gut. Like Abstract-Expressionism, Surrealism focused on revealing 
dreams and the subconscious through art. Again art was not created for beauty but for meaning. Many 
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Surrealistic paintings have a dreamlike quality to them. This art movement was popular from the mid-1920s 
to the mid-1950s.  

 
Persistance of Memory (c)1931 Salvador Dali 

 

Futurism started in Italy and focused on technology, youth, speed, violence, cars, planes, and industry. 
Futuristic art wanted to cut ties with everything related to the past and speed forward to the future. They 
often painted cityscapes.  

 
Joseph Stella "Brooklyn Bridge" 1919 
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In Pop Art, emerging in the 1950s, popular culture is both mocked and embraced. Starting in Britain, 
everyday items were turned into art. Andy Warhol was a famous pop artist. He used things like Coca-Cola 
cans, mushroom clouds, electric chairs, newspaper headlines, Campbell® soup cans, Marlon Brando, Elvis 
Presley, Marilyn Monroe, and Elizabeth Taylor.  

 
Preparedness © Roy Lichtenstein 

Contemporary Realism was a reaction to Abstract art forms. Subjects were chose that were part of 
everyday life or meaningful to modern audiences. This movement was popular from 1965 to 1975.  

 
Apples ©1995 Richard Schmid 

 

Minimalist art rejects meaning, self-expression, and social comment, 
focusing solely on creating objects that are interesting and simple. 
This movement was popular from 1960 to 1975. Minimalist art was 
influenced by Pop Art.  

 

  Summer Shoot ©Kenneth Noland 1964 
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Post-Modernism emerged in the 1970s with the theory that everything can be art—it just depends on the 
context. Recycled trash and garbage was formed into statues. Art was made from nature.  

    
"Asterope" by Gregory Gioiosa 1980s  and  Dancing Houses Designed by Frank Gehry/Photographer unknown 

 

Fashion at the Turn of the Century 
With the bustle of the 1800s shrinking, sleeves began to be puffier. As Anne Shirley said to Matthew in 
Anne of Green Gable, “These sleeves are the puffiest.” Blouses and dresses were loose at the top, narrow at 
the waist, and gently falling to the floor, sometimes with a train. Women loved to wear real feathers in their 
hats, or ribbons with flowers. Three-piece suits (pants, vest, jacket) were popular for men. Top hats were 
worn for formal occasions, but men wore bowler hats with their suits for casual occasions. 

 

 
British Royal Family first decade.  Seated, Mary, Duchess of York, with Prince Edward of York (later Duke of Windsor), Queen 

Alexandra (with Prince Henry, later Duke of Gloucester) and King Edward VII. The Duke of York, later King George V, is standing 
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Princess Victoria King Edward VII Queen Alexandra of England & British Princess Alice with her husband and children 1908 

 
Crown Prince Christian (X), Crown Princess Alexandrine and Princess Victoria with their bikes – 1907 

  
Children of Ludwig III Bavaria 1909                             Josiah_Wedgwood,_1st_Baron_Wedgwood 1910 
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History Lab: Art Appreciation & Splatter Painting 
 

 
Look at 11x17” Prints of Art Movements through the Twentieth Century 
 
You can order prints online 
Or you can find pictures online and have them printed.  
 
Make a Splatter Painting Jackson Pollack Style 
This is a very messy lab so we did it outside on a picnic table covered with newspapers.  
If you do it inside, cover everything in the room that would be ruined by paint.  
 
You will need:  
     Tempura Paint in Different Colors (you can use Acrylic too, but mix it with water) 
     Big Chunky Paintbrushes 
     Small Spoons 
     Art Canvas in preferred size or Watercolor Paper in preferred size.  
 
Directions 
     Place canvas, or paper on top of newspapers (or directly on the ground outside) 
     Dip paintbrush in one color of paint and flick wrist to splatter paint on canvas 
     Use small spoons to drop paint on canvas 
     Continue splattering with as different colors as desired 
     Try splattering close to canvas and from far away 
     Try using circular motions or up/down motions  
     Experiment with different types of wrist flicking 
     Let paint dry 
 
Now you have a masterpiece.  
 
You can also try Splatter Painting by dropping paint through small screens. 
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Great Commission & 
Creation Mandate 
At the end of the chapter you will answer questions in your workbook and complete assignments related to 
this chapter.  

 

Evan & The Welsh Revival 
“It’s time for church,” Evan’s mother reminded him.  

Evan put his coat on and waited by the door for his father and mother. It was like a dream. Until just 
recently, his father had been drunk every day. Evan could not remember a day his father had not been 
drunk. He had never worked to support the family so all of his older brothers worked in the coal mine. His 
mother took in washing to earn extra money and worked her fingers to the bone. No one in the whole 
family had ever gone to church until a week ago.  

Evan followed his parents outside into the bitter cold. Snow was not falling, but the wind picked up the 
snow on the ground and swirled it around. Evan followed in the deep footprints his father left behind. They 
made their way to the village church and found a seat in the last empty pew. People were still pouring in, 
many dirty from the coal mines they had worked in all day.  

Evan stared at the scar on his hand, not listening to the upbeat hymns or the sermon. He had many scars 
from his father’s brutal temper. The scar on his hand was from fire. His father had pushed his hand into the 
fire to teach him a lesson while holding his weeping mother back with the other hand. Afterwards his 
mother had put snow on it and held him tightly until he fell asleep.  

Evan watched as men, women, and children poured to the front of the church eager to confess their sins and 
welcome Jesus in. There was so much crying. They seem tortured or something. Evan was confused. He 
watched as tears streamed down his parents faces. At one point his father’s face looked like the face of an 
angel. Evan felt confused and thought about the service that night while he slept soundly under the covers.  

The next night his brothers went with them to church and all six went to the altar weeping. Each one had 
apologized to him for something afterward. As they walked home together, Evan felt like his family had 
disappeared and a new family had taken their place. Who were these people laughing, being kind to one 
another? Would the change last? He couldn’t imagine a life without screaming, yelling, and beatings. Was 
it possible?  

Walking home from school a few months later, he fell in behind the owner of the brewery. He was 
complaining to his companion, a tall man with a very tall black hat.  

“My sales are less than half since that blasted revival,” the brewery owner complained.  

“Ah, Tom, maybe it is time to give your heart to Christ and give up making beer,” his friend replied and 
laughed.  
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Evan Roberts Last Revival Meeting in Auglesey, Wales 

Evan had noticed that drunkards were no longer drinking, that bars had fewer and fewer patrons, and that 
the crime rate had gone down. Even his father had completely changed. He had stopped drinking and 
swearing. He was kind to his wife and sons. He even got a job! He was a completely different person. His 
mother sang while she worked and his brothers went out of their way to be kind to him. Evan loved going to 
church, he learned the words to all the hymns, and listened attentively to the sermons, but he still felt like an 
outsider looking in. He hadn’t experienced Jesus yet.  

Spring was poking through in the Welsh mountains and the nightly revival meetings continued. Evan got 
ready for church as usual, but as he walked out the door, he said a quiet prayer, so quiet that only God could 
hear.  

“I would like to know Jesus too.”  

That night, he felt the same as every other night until the last five minutes of the sermon. Suddenly, like a 
bolt of lightning, he was overwhelmed by his sins. He remembered every time he had lied, sassed his 
mother, stolen an apple from the village market, broken a rule. His heart was full of sorrow so that he felt 
that he could not stand upright. He slipped to the floor next to his pew, weeping uncontrollably. He kept 
apologizing to God until he had asked for forgiveness for every single sin.   

But after that a greater sorrow came into his heart. He realized that he had not served the Lord Jesus at all in 
his ten years of life. He had disregarded him, ignored him, and lived only for himself. This grief was harder 
to bear and the weeping began again. His heartache was too deep for words. Suddenly when he could bear it 
no more, he cried out, “Rescue me, Jesus, from my sin. I want to serve you, only you!” Forgiveness flooded 
his soul. It was like waves of liquid love that washed over him again and again. Evan cried again, but this 
time it was tears of joy. His heart was free! He belonged to Jesus!  

When Evan got up off his knees, he 
looked around to see that apart from 
the pastor and his family, the church 
was empty. He wondered how long 
he had been praying. Would his 
parents be angry? Then he noticed the 
tears. There were tears in every eye 
and they were hugging him, rejoicing 
with him.  

For the rest of his life, Evan served 
the Lord. He grew up to be a simple 
coal miner in the hills of Wales, but 
his heart belonged to Jesus. He taught 
his sons and daughters to love the 
Lord. Once Evan experienced 
salvation, he was never the same 
again.  

The Welsh Revival  
In the spring of 1904, the Lord woke a young man up in the wee hours of the morning. Evan Roberts was 
woken up at 1 a.m. and called to pray until 5 a.m. The Welsh Revival followed soon after. Churches were 
filled to capacity each night. God had awakened a hunger in people’s hearts. One night at the beginning of 
the revival, a pastor asked his congregation for testimonies. “I love Jesus with all my heart,” a young girls 
shared passionately. She was a brand new believer. This melted the hearts around her. They wanted to love  
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Being World Changers! 
 

Raising World Changers! 

 

 

Powerline Productions exists to serve you! We want you to grow in your relationship with Jesus, experience 
joy and success in your homeschooling journey, and fulfill the Great Commission with your family in your 

home, church, and community. We offer Homeschooling books, unit studies, classes, high school 
curriculum, ladies Bible studies, God’s Girls Bible studies, Real Men Bible studies, audios, and cookbooks 

just for you! 

Our Websites 

meredithcurtis.com/  
joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/  

jshomeschooling.com/  
finishwellcon.com/  
powerlineprod.com/  

 

Print Books Available @ amazon.com/  (look up Books by Title) 
 

E-books Available at powerlineprod.com/ 
currclick.com/browse/pub/247/Powerline-Productions  

 
Contact Us:  Laura@powerlinecc.com & Meredith@powerlinecc.com & PastorMike@powerlinecc.com  

Powerline Productions 
251 Brightview Drive Lake Mary, FL 32746 

             
             
      

       

                            

http://www.meredithcurtis.com/
http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://finishwellcon.com/
http://powerlineprod.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.powerlineprod.com/
http://www.currclick.com/browse/pub/247/Powerline-Productions
mailto:Laura@powerlinecc.com
mailto:Meredith@powerlinecc.com
mailto:PastorMike@powerlinecc.com


MEREDITH CURTIS 

 34 

HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  CCllaasssseess  

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/webdesignclass/
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RReeaall   MMeenn  DDiisscciipplleesshhiipp  MMaannuuaallss  
God calls fathers to impart life to their sons, passing the baton in the race of faith. These Bible studies were created for 
fathers (or mentors) to go through this material with their sons. Pastor Mike Curtis used these materials to mentor his 
own son and other young men in the church. These manuals cover tough issues that fathers and sons need to talk about 
and live out in their lives.  

      

  
  

RReeaall   MMeenn  CCllaasssseess  
Do you want to prepare your sons to become godly husbands, fathers, church leaders, and pillars in their communities/ 
These one-credit high school life skills classes build character and prepare young men for the future. Using living 
books, Scripture, and practical assignments, young men will learn to become the man God has called them to be.  
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MMoorree  BBooookkss  ffrroomm  PPoowweerrlliinnee  PPrroodduuccttiioonn  

   

        

      

 
  

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/cccolonialus/
http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/londonus/
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MMoorree  BBooookkss  ffrroomm  PPoowweerrlliinnee  PPrroodduuccttiioonn  

 

 

 

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/cccolonialus/
http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/londonus/
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 Maggie King Mysteries   
If you like cozy mysteries, you will love this series! Meet Maggie King, a pastor’s wife and homeschool 
mom who keeps stumbling across dead bodies. With her sidekicks, Sophia and Mary-Kate and her curious 
children, Maggie is on one adventure after another.  

      

     

  



HIS STORY OF THE 20th CENTURY 

 39 

About the Author 
 

  Meredith Curtis, a pastor’s wife and homeschooling mom of five children, leads 
worship, mentors ladies, and, sometimes, even cooks dinner. Her passion is to 
equip people to love Jesus, raise godly children, and change the world around them 
with the power of the Gospel. “Lives are changed in the context of relationships,” 
Meredith often says, as well as, “Be a world changer! Raise world changers!” She 
enjoys speaking to small and large groups.  

All inquiries can be made to the author, Meredith Curtis, through email:  
Meredith@powerlinecc.com or contact her through her websites:  
joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/    
meredithcurtis.com/ 
finishwellcon.com/ 

powerlineprod.com/   

Meredith is the author of several books.  
Joyful and Successful Homeschooling 
Seven R’s of Homeschooling  
Quick & EZ Unit Study Fun  
Unlocking the Mysteries of Homeschooling High School (with Laura Nolette) 
Celebrate Thanksgiving 
Teaching Writing in High School with Classes You Can Use  
Teaching Literature in High School with Classes You Can Use 
HIS Story of the 20th Century 
HIS Story of the 20th Century for Little Folks 
 
Meredith is the author of several cozy mysteries: The Maggie King Mysteries series.  
Drug Dealers Deadly Disguise 
Hurricanes Can Be Deadly 
Legend of the Candy Cane Murder 
Wash, Dry, Cut, & Die 
War of the Roses Mystery 
Murder in the Mountains 
 
Meredith is the author of several Bible studies.  
Lovely to Behold 
A Wise Woman Builds  
Jesus, Fill My Heart & Home 
Welcome Inn: Practicing the Art of Hospitality in Jesus’’ Name 
Friends to the End 
God’s Girls Beauty Secrets (with Sarah Jeffords) 
God’s Girls Friends to the End (with Katie-Beth Nolette & Sarah Jeffords) 
God’s Girls Talk about Boys, Dating, Courtship, & Marriage 
 

mailto:Meredith@powerlinecc.com
http://joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://www.meredithcurtis.com/
http://finishwellcon.com/
http://powerlineprod.com/
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Meredith is the author of several unit studies, timelines, and cookbooks.  
Celebrate Christmas in Colonial America 
Celebrate Christmas with Cookies 
Travel to London 
Celebrate Thanksgiving with the Pilgrims 
American History Cookbook 
Ancient History Cookbook 
20th Century Cookbook (with Laura Nolette) 
20th Century Timeline (with Laura Nolette) 
American History Timeline (with Laura Nolette) 
Ancient History Timeline (with Laura Nolette) 
 
Meredith is the author of several “History should be Fun!” books.  
Let’s Have Our Own Medieval Banquet 
Let’s Have Our Own Archaeological Dig 
Let’s Have Our Own Ancient Greek Olympic Games 
Let’s Have Our Own Passover Feast 
 
Meredith is the author of several high school classes.  
American Literature and Research 
British Literature and Writing 
Who Dun It: Murder Mystery Literature & Writing 
Communication 101: Essays and Speeches 
Foundations of Western Literature 
Economics, Finances, and Business 
Worldview 101: Understand the Times 
New Testament Survey 
Old Testament Survey 
Great Commission 
 
And more… 
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