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British Literature Course Requirements 

Class/Book Club Books to Read  

Beowulf  
Piers Plowman by William Langland 
The Second Nun’s Tale from Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer 
 “Romeo and Juliet” Act 1 Scene 1 & 2 
Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan 
Paradise Lost by John Milton 
Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 
British Nursery Rhymes  
Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen 
“A Bachelor’s Complaint about the Behavior of Married People” by Charles Lamb 
Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens (or A Christmas Carol) 
“The Old Manse and Meeting House, Stambourne” by Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 
“Lost Tools of Learning” by Dorothy Sayers 
The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
Perelandra by C. S. Lewis (or Screwtape Letters) 
The Time Machine by H. G. Wells 
Mysterious Affair at Styles by Agatha Christie 

Books to Read (optional to read in addition or instead) 

Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People by Bede  
Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer 
Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser 
“Everyman” (a Morality Play) 
Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott 
The Black Dwarf by Sir Walter Scott 
The Fair Maid of Perth by Sir Walter Scott  
The Field of Waterloo by Sir Walter Scott 
The Holy Bible (King James Version) 
Geneva Bible (translated by exiles during Bloody Mary’s reign) 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
“Jew of Malta” by Christopher Marlowe 
Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift 
A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift 
A Tale of a Tub by Jonathan Swift 
Paradise Lost by John Milton 
Paradise Regained by John Milton 
Foxes’ Book of Martyrs by John Foxe 
Anglican 1662 Book of Common Prayer by Thomas Cranmer 
Utopia by Thomas More 
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Lex Rex by Samuel Rutherford 
Emma by Jane Austin 
Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen 
Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen 
Mansfield Park by Jane Austen 
Persuasion by Jane Austen 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
Agnes Grey by Anne Bronte 
Kidnapped! by Robert L. Stevenson 
Treasure Island by Robert L. Stevenson 
Black Arrow by Robert L. Stevenson 
The Merry Men by Robert L. Stevenson 
The Master of Ballantraie by Robert L. Stevenson 
Silas Mariner by George Eliot 
Middlemarch by George Eliot 
The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot 
David Copperfield by Charles Dickens 
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens 
The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles Dickens 
The Cricket on the Hearth by Charles Dickens 
Hard Times by Charles Dickens 
Little Dorrit by Charles Dickens 
Bleak House by Charles Dickens 
Lorna Doone by R. D. Blackmore 
Kim by Rudyard Kipling 
Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling 
Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling 
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 
King Solomon’s Mines by H. Rider Haggard 
Alan Quatermain by H. Rider Haggar 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
The Lost World by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
His Last Bow by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
The Professor Challenger Stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
“Pygmalion” by George Bernard Shaw (“My Fair Lady” was adapted from this play) 
Whose Body? And other Lord Peter Wimsey Mysteries by Dorothy Sayers 
Murder Must Advertize by Dorothy Sayers 
Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs 
The Lion, the Witch and The  Wardrobe (and the other books in The Chronicles of Narnia series) by CS Lewis 
Lord of the Rings series by JRR Tolkien 
Orthodoxy by GK Chesterton 
Everlasting Man by GK Chesterton 
Eugenics and Other Evils by GK Chesterton 
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The Man who was Thursday: A Nightmare by GK Chesterton 
The Adventures of Father Brown by GK Chesterton (many in this series!) 
Out of the Silent Planet by CS Lewis 
Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis 
The Great Divorce by CS Lewis 
Mere Christianity by CS Lewis 
The Problem of Pain by CS Lewis 
Surprised by Joy by CS Lewis 
The Four Loves by CS Lewis 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight by JRR Tolkien 
Farmer Giles of Ham by JRR Tolkien 
The Silmarillion by JRR Tolkien 
The History of Middle Earth by JRR Tolkien 
War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells 
The First Men in the Moon by HG Wells 
The Time Machine by HG Wells 
The Invisible Man by HG Wells 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
The Mysterious Affair at Styles by Agatha Christie 
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie (and many more Murder Mysteries) 
 

POETRY: Robert Burns 
  William Wordsworth 
  Charles Lamb 
  George Gordon, Lord Byron 
  Percy Bysshe Shelley 
  John Keats 
  Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
  Robert Browning 
  Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
  Robert Louis Stevenson 
HYMNS:     Charles Wesley 

Isaac Watts 
ESSAYS:  Francis Bacon 
  Charles Lamb 
  GK Chesterton 
  The Lost Tools of Learning by Dorothy Sayers 

God in the Dock a collection of essays by CS Lewis  

SERMONS: John Owen 
  Charles Spurgeon 
WRITINGS:  

Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People by Bede  
Wealth of the Nations by Adam Smith  
Complete Works by Francis Bacon 
Writings by Edmund Burke 
Writings by John Locke 
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Children’s Classic Fiction (choose one) 

Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 
Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll 
The Little Princess by Francis Hodgson Burnett 
The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgson Burnett 
The Lost Prince by Francis Hodgson Burnett 
Little Lord Fauntleroy by Francis Hodgson Burnett 
The Railway Children by Elizabeth Nesbitt 

Writing Assignments: 

Make Timeline 
Outline Map of Great Britain 
Epic Poem  
Flight to Israel Tales  
Sonnet 
Poem  
Allegory  
Nursery Rhyme & Limerick 
Victorian Poem 
Essay 

Other Assignments: 

Paint a picture of the setting in Pride and Prejudice 

Grading: 

To get a C grade, you must read all books and complete all writing assignment, and participate in book 
club discussions. 

To get a B grade, you must read all books and complete all writing assignments neatly with proper 
grammar and punctuation; and participate in ALL book club discussions. 

To get an A grade, you must read all books, complete all writing assignments showing excellence and 
creativity; and show leadership and insight in book club discussions. 

  



MEREDITH CURTIS 

~ 10 ~ 

 

British Literature Assignment Check-Off 

Assignments      Comp. Time took 

September 

Read/Discuss Dev. English Language          
Make Timeline & Fill in Map           
Read Beowulf             
Book Club Discussion: Beowulf          
Read Piers Plowman            
Read/Discuss Early Eng and Early Works         
Plot & Make Plot Map            
Write an Epic Poem            
Read/Discuss  1000 to 1500 English History & Works       
Read/Discuss to Morality Plays & Pilgrimages         
Book Club Discussion: Piers Plowman         
Read Prologue & Second Nun’s Tale from Canterbury Tales      

October  

Book Club Discussion: Canterbury Tales         
Write a Flight to Israel Tale           
Read/Discuss 1500s to 1600s English History & Works       
Read Pilgrim’s Progress           
Read/Discuss 1500s to 1600s English History & Works       
Read Romeo & Juliet Scene Aloud           
Read/Discuss Sonnets            
Write a Sonnet            
Watch a Shakespeare Play            
Read/Discuss 1600s to 1700s English History & Works       

November  

Read/Discuss John Bunyan & Characterization        
Book Club Discussion: Pilgrim’s Progress         
Write an Allegory             
Read Paradise Lost            
Read/Discuss John Milton & Characterization        
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December    

Book Club Discussion: Paradise Lost          
Read Robinson Crusoe           
Listen to England 1700’s to early 1800’s & Brand New Novel & Romantic Poetry    
Listen to Romantic Poets & Poetry          
Read a Poem aloud            
Write a Poem             
Book Club Discussion: Robinson Crusoe         
Read/Discuss Daniel Defoe &Point of View & Narrative Voice      
Read/Discuss British Nursery Rhymes         

January  

Write a Limerick            
Write a Nursery Rhyme           
Read Essay:  A Bachelor’s Complaint of the Behavior of Married People by Charles Lamb   
Read Pride and Prejudice            
Book Club Discussion:  A Bachelor’s Complaint of the Behavior of Married People    
Paint Setting in Pride and Prejudice          
Write an Essay             
Read/Discuss Jane Austen & Setting          
Book Club Discussion: Pride & Prejudice         
Read A Tale of Two Cities or A Christmas Carol        

February  

Listen to Victorian History and Works         
Charles Spurgeon & Sermons           
Book Club Discussion            
Listen to Victorian Poets and Poetry          
Listen to Theme, Charles Dickens, & his books        
Book Club Discussion: A Tale of Two Cities or A Christmas Carol      
Charles Spurgeon & Sermons           
Read The Old Manse             

March  

Book Club Discussion: The Old Manse         
Read/Discuss Lewis Carroll            
Write an Essay             
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Read Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde         
Act Out Alice in Wonderland           
Read/Discuss Mood & Tone             
Read/Discuss Robert Louis Stevenson           
Book Club Discussion: Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde      
Read/Discuss Dorothy Sayers             
Read Lost Tools of Learning           

April   

Book Club Discussion: Lost Tools of Learning        
Read/Discuss History of Mystery Novels         
Read Hound of the Baskervilles          
Book Club Discussion: The Hound of the Baskervilles       
Write an Essay             
Listen to 20th Century History and Works         
Read Perelandra            
Read/Discuss History of C.S. Lewis & Worldview        
Book Club Discussion: Perelandra          
Read/Discuss History of G.K. Chesterton & Apologetics       
Read The Time Machine           

May 

Watch a Movie Based on British Literature         
Read/Discuss History of C.S. Lewis & Worldview        
Read/Discuss Humanism, Fantasy, & HG Wells        
Book Club Discussion: The Time Machine         
Listen to AA Milne & Beatrix Potter and Their Works       
Read Mysterious Affair at Styles          
Book Club Discussion            
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British Literature  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  WWeeeekk  OOnnee  

The Development of the English Language 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  WWeeeekk  TTwwoo  

History of England 55 BC to AD 1,000 

Important English Works written in Old English 

Plot & Plot in Beowulf 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  WWeeeekk  TThhrreeee  

Book Club Discussion of Beowulf 

Epic Poems 

History of England AD 1,000 to AD 1500 

Important English Works written in Middle English 

Morality Plays 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  WWeeeekk  FFoouurr    

Book Club Discussion of Pier Plowman 

Pilgrimages, Thomas a’Becket, Chaucer 
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September Week One Class 

Open in Prayer 

Pass Out Books  

Go Over Syllabus 

Close in Prayer 
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September Week One Home 

The Development of the English Language 

The original occupants of the British Isle were Celts. When Rome pulled out, Germanic and Danish 
tribes (Angles, Saxons, Jutes) invaded who spoke Englisc. They pushed the Celts to Wales, Scotland, 
and Ireland. From circa 450 AD to circa 1100 AD, Old English was spoken in England. This language 
is quite unlike the English we speak today, but this was the beginning of our English language. Strong 
and water are Old English words that we still use today. Roman influence was there from the start: the 
English alphabet is the same as the Latin alphabet with 26 vowels and consonants. Beowulf, an epic 
poem, is written in Old English. We read a translated version today. 

In 1066, William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy (1028-1087), emerged as the victor of the 
Battle of Hastings and firmly established his Norman cohorts in England. The upper class spoke 
French, the language of the English/Norman court and the lower class still spoke English. Middle 
English was still very different from the English we speak today and dominated from circa 1100 AD 
until circa 1500 AD. Chaucer, the author of Canterbury Tales, wrote in Middle English, as well as French 
and Italian. 

The next 300 years saw a dramatic change in the way English was pronounced. New words and 
phrases were constantly being added. Vowel sounds were shortened more and more until, finally, 
words sounded completely different. William Shakespeare (1564-1616) wrote in Early Modern 
English. The King James Version of The Holy Bible was published in Early Modern English too. The 
invention of the printing press changed everything!  Books were cheaper and common people learned 
to read. Language spelling and grammar rules became permanent. London dominated the publishing 
industry for English writing. When we think of Early Modern English, we think of thee’s and thou’s. Some 
words can be difficult and others have different meanings, but for the most part, we can read Early 
Modern English quite easily. 

From the 1800’s until today, the English language has continued to expand with new words. Some of 
these new words are the result of the Industrial Revolution and modern technology. Other new words 
come from foreign lands because during Queen Victoria’s (1819-1901) reign, it was said that the sun 
never set on the British Empire. England had colonies all around the world, so that somewhere in the 
empire, it was daylight! All of these nations added words to the English language, (Bazaar, chess, 
curry, tea, sago, bamboo, tattoo, hammock, hurricane, tobacco, coffee, jungle, divan). The English 
language could be considered a conqueror, as it has spread throughout the world in this century. 
Wherever you go, it is easy to find someone somewhere who speaks English.   

Here is a timeline of the English language: linguistics.byu.edu/classes/ling450ch/timeline.html  

Here is a cute timeline of the English language for children (teens will like it too):  
childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/languages/words/timeline/  

http://linguistics.byu.edu/classes/ling450ch/timeline.html
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/languages/words/timeline/
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Just as English developed as a language, English writers have appeared throughout history, leaving 
their mark. 

Give the Question to the Answer 

 The Name of the king who brought French words to England from Normandy. 

Who is    ? 

Original occupants of the British Isle. 

Who are the     ? 

Changed everything! Books became cheaper. Common people learned to read. Spelling and grammar 
rules become permanent. 

What is the       ?  
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English Language Timeline 

Look at English Language Timelines online. Make your own timeline here. 
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Map of Great Britain 

Fill in the following on the blank outline map of Great Britain. 

Bodies of Water: 

English Channel 
Irish Sea 
Atlantic Ocean  
Celtic Sea 
North Sea 
 

Cities: 

London 
Oxford 
Nottingham 
Northampton 
Bristol 
Portsmouth 
Canterbury 
Exeter 
Falmouth 
Plymouth 
Dover  
Ipswich 
Birmingham 
Leeds 
Liverpool 
Dinburgh 

Aberdeen 
Shetland Islands 
Ben Nevis 
Inverness 
Northumberland 
Carlisle 
Blackpool 
Belfast 
 

Countries: 

England 
Wales 
Scotland 
Northern Ireland 
 

Other: 

Highlands 
Thames River 
Prime Meridian 
Pennines 
Cambrian Mountains 
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September Week Two Class 

Open in Prayer 

Lecture or Discussion on History of the English Language 

Share Timelines 

Share Maps 

Close in Prayer 
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September Week Two Home 

History of England 55 BC to AD 1,000 
England is a lovely land! Bede describes the Isle of Great Britain in his great work, The Ecclesiastical 
History of the English People. He talks about the excellent fields and forests where wild game abounds, 
hot springs, remarkable rivers, and the ancient castles. The English, Celts, Picts, and Britons 
inhabited the island in clans, or tribes until the invasion of the Romans, who had quite some difficulty 
subduing the brave inhabitants.  

Julius Caesar (100BC-44BC) led Roman troops to attack Britain in 55 BC in the south part of the 
island. Local tribes resisted, but finally agreed to pay tribute to Rome. A century later, Rome returned 
and spent four years subduing a greater area. The Romans set up their own administrative systems on 
the island, but loyal local tribes control the day-to-day affairs. Scotland was never conquered by the 
Romans and the Scots (Picts) frequently raided England. Roman Emperor Hadrian (AD 76-AD138) 
built a wall, Hadrian’s Wall, to keep them out. 

The Romans introduced an alphabet and writing. Many Latin words found their way into the English 
language. Roman occupation brought “civilization” to Britain with houses with glass windows, central 
heating, and drainage systems. Long straight roads and bridges were built across the island.   

St. Patrick 

Patrick (AD 389-AD 483) was born in England, when Britain was a Roman colony. He grew up in a 
Christian home but chose to run from God secretly in his heart. His father was a priest in the Celtic 
church.   

While a teenager, Irish pirates stormed his seaside village and burned most of it to the ground. Patrick 
was kidnapped as a young man and taken as a slave to Ireland. For six years, he herded pigs. He gave 
his life to Jesus in Ireland and grew closer to Him while he was a slave. He finally escaped and made 
his way to a port city to catch a ship bound for freedom. 

A time of healing was spent in a monastery, where he saw a vision and felt called to preach the Gospel 
in Ireland. It took years for God to open the door. First, he went to school, then he was ordained as a 
priest and finally, when he was forty years old, God sent him to Ireland. Ireland was populated with 
druids whose leaders were powerful. They worshipped the sun, moon, stars, wind, and trees.   

There were several “POWER  ENCOUNTERS” with the druid priests. God always won! In the 
name of Jesus, Patrick performed mighty miracles to confirm the Gospel! 

God’s power persuaded many Druid chieftains to repent and turn to Jesus. St. Patrick planted over 
200 churches and saw almost all of the Irish converted to Christianity. 
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King Arthur 

While the Romans were still trying to take over in the 100’s, Christian missionaries were successfully 
making converts. Celtic Christianity was firmly established on the island, living side by side with the 
Pagan Romans. Eventually, Rome was invaded by Germanic barbarians.  England was also invaded by 
Germanic tribes.   

In the middle of the fifth century, Angle-Saxons (Angles, Saxons, Jutes) conquered England and 
the Celtic Christians fled to the outskirts of civilization: Wales and Cornwall.  Facing hunger and 
devastation, the Celts fought for their lives. They would have been wiped out if not for the leadership 
of a great man, King Arthur. 

In the fifth century, a post-Roman king lived and ruled, defending his nation against the ruthless 
Saxon invaders. This king was Arthurius, or King Arthur. Legendary tales have circulated for centuries 
about him. Arthur was a High-King of Britain and son of Uther Pendragon. He gathered the Briton 
tribes together to defend themselves against the Germanic tribes (Angles, Saxons, Jutes) invading their 
island home after Roman occupation was over.   

In the court of Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204), in the 12th century (1100’s), courtly manners and 
romance was cultivated to a high level. Along with all this romantic behavior, stories of the past were 
embellished to make them more romantic too. This happened to the tales of King Arthur. They grew 
more and more packed with the idealized romantic notions of the 12th century. 

The following historical and fictional accounts of King Arthur contain his story. 

• Gildas (mid-500’s), De Excidio et Conquest Britanniae 
• The Venerable Bede (731 AD), Eccleisastical History of the English People—mentions Ambrosius Aurelianus—is he 

King Arthur? 
• Nennius (800 AD), Historia Brittonum—12 successful battles of King Arthur 
• Geoffrey of Monmouth (Welsh cleric1130 AD), History of the Kings of Britain—mentions Arthur as a High-King, 

mentions Arthur’s genealogy, conception, birth, childhood, ascension to the throne, military victories, and death 
in 542 BC. 

• Maistre Wace (Anglo-French author 1155), Roman de Brut—mentions the knightly fellowship of the Round Table, 
introduces courtly love 

• Cistercian monks in France (1215-1235), Vulgate Cycle—8 volumes of Arthur story, mentions Lancelot, Galahad, 
Tristan, chivalry, Knights of Round Table combat evil & right wrongs 

• Robert de Boron (French Poet c. 1200),  Arthurian Romances centered around Holy Grail, Merlin, mentions Sir 
Percival’s Grail as the Last Supper Cup used by St. Joseph of Arimathea to collect blood of Christ from the cross 

• Chretien de Troyes (French poet1170-1185 AD), romanticized King Arthur story, frequented the court of 
Countess Marie, daughter of Eleanor of Aquitaine, wrote about conception & birth of King Arthur, mentions 
Camelot, Lancelot, Holy Grail, court of King Arthur as a place of chivalry, courtly love 

• Gerald of Wales (Norman/Welsh author 1145-1235 AD), present at exhumation of King Arthur @ Glastonbury 
Abbey 
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• Welsh Literature (8th – 12th Century), Arthur and his battle victories mentioned in poems and stories 
• Sir Thomas Malory (1416-1470 AD), Le Morte d’Arthur—wrote 8 volumes, published by William Caxton in 1485 

in 21 volumes 
• John Leland (1545), History & Antiquities—visited many King Arthur locations and wrote about them in his book, 

collected many documents that would have been lost when monasteries were dissolved 
• Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892), Idylls of the King 
• T. H. White (1906-1964), Once and Future King (Sword in the Stone, Queen of Air and Darkness, Ill-Made Knight, Book of 

Merlyn) 

Here is a summary of the legend of King Arthur. Arthur was the crown prince and heir to the throne, 
son of King Uther Pendragon. Because of the great terror of the Saxon invaders, Arthur was raised in 
a secret place by Sir Ector, a noble knight. When King Uther died, Arthur became king because he 
was the rightful heir and the only one able to pull a sword out of the stone. He surrounded himself 
with the brave Knights of the Round Table who won many victories and halted the Saxon’s advance 
into Briton territory.  

King Arthur lived in Camelot, a lovely land, with a strong castle and beautiful queen named 
Guinevere, who loved him, but loved Sir Lancelot too. Arthur and his knights spend their time 
being chivalrous, rescuing damsels in distress, and fighting strange monsters. They searched for the 
Holy Grail, which they believed could cure all ills. Arthur obtained a special sword, Excalibur, that he 
used to defeat his foes. Eventually, Camelot had a downfall due to Lancelot and Guinevere’s deceit.  
King Arthur died on Good Friday. 

Here is the Oath taken by the Knights of the Round Table. 

God make you a good man and fail not of beauty. The Round Table was founded in patience, humility, and meekness. Thou art never to do 
outrageousity, nor murder, and always to flee treason, by no means to be cruel, and always to do ladies, damsels, and gentle women succour. Also, 
to take no battles in a wrongful quarrel for no law nor for no world's goods. 
 
Thou shouldst be for all ladies and fight for their quarrels, and ever be courteous and never refuse mercy to him that asketh mercy, for a knight 
that is courteous and kind and gentle has favor in every place. Thou shouldst never hold a lady or gentle woman against her will.  
 
Thou must keep thy word to all and not be feeble of good believeth and faith. Right must be defended against might and distress must be 
protected. Thou must know good from evil and the vain glory of the world, because great pride and bobauce maketh great sorrow. Should anyone 
require ye of any quest so that it is not to thy shame, thou shouldst fulfill the desire. 
 
Ever it is a worshipful knights deed to help another worshipful knight when he seeth him a great danger, forever a worshipful man should loath 
to see a worshipful man shamed, for it is only he that is of no worship and who faireth with cowardice that shall never show gentleness or no 
manner of goodness where he seeth a man in any danger, but always a good man will do another man as he would have done to himself. 
 
It should never be said that a small brother has injured or slain another brother. Thou shouldst not fail in these things: charity, abstinence and 
truth. No knight shall win worship but if he be of worship himself and of good living and that loveth God and dreadeth God then else he geteth 
no worship here be ever so hardly. 
 
An envious knight shall never win worship for and envious man wants to win worship he shall be dishonoured twice therefore without any, and 
for this cause all men of worship hate an envious man and will show him no favour. 
 
Do not, nor slay not, anything that will in any way dishonour the fair name of Christian knighthood for only by stainless and honourable lives 
and not by prowess and courage shall the final goal be reached. Therefore be a good knight and so I pray to God so ye may be, and if ye be of 
prowess and of worthiness then ye shall be a Knight of the Table Round. 
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Websites on King Arthur 
kingarthursknights.com/  
kingarthursknights.com/etc/map.asp  (map!) 
britannia.com/history/h12.html  
lib.rochester.edu/camelot/arthmenu.htm  
timelessmyths.com/arthurian/arthur.html#Arthur  
 
For links to download stories and novels on King Arthur, visit our British Literature Sale Page, 
jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/  

St. Augustine of Canterbury 

St. Augustine of Canterbury (?-604), not St. Augustine of Hippo, was prior of a monastery in Rome 
at the time Pope Gregory noticed some Briton children who were being sold as slaves. Pope Gregory 
(540-604) thought the children, with their blond hair and blue eyes, looked like angels. He asked 
Augustine to travel to Briton to lead these precious angels, or Angles to Christ, which Augustine 
happily did! He went to Kent to lead the Kingdom of Kent and its king, AEthelberht (560-616), who 
had married a Christian princess, to the Lord! 

AEthelberht gave his heart to Christ and gave Augustine some land for a monastery. His ministry was 
very successful in establishing the Roman Catholic Church, though the Celtic church leaders did not 
submit to Augustine’s authority. More missionaries were sent and established churches, and, even, a 
school to train church leaders. Augustine was the first Archbishop of Canterbury. Eventually, the 
Celtic Church remained strong in Wales and the rest of England was Roman Catholic. 

King Alfred the Great 

Anglo-Saxons ruled England for most of the second half of the first millennium, except for Wales 
and Cornwall. By the 600’s, England consisted of 7 kingdoms: Northumbria, Wessex, East Anglia, 
Sussex, Kent, Mercia, and Essex. Saxon society consisted of free peasants, thegns, and slaves 
(captured Britons called weahls). Thegns were warrior nobles who owned land, supplied the king with 
warriors, and made local decisions. The Anglo-Saxon king had a council, made up of thegns and 
church officials, that helped the king make decisions.  Danish Vikings were constantly attacking 
England after their first attack in AD 789, so the next 200 years were spend defending the island from 
invaders. 

One of the England’s best kings, King Alfred the Great (AD 849-AD 899 & Reigned AD 871-AD 
899) of Wessex, defended Anglo-Saxon England from Viking raids. The youngest son of Ethelwulf, 

http://www.kingarthursknights.com/
http://www.kingarthursknights.com/etc/map.asp
http://www.britannia.com/history/h12.html
http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/arthmenu.htm
http://www.timelessmyths.com/arthurian/arthur.html#Arthur
http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/
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king of the West Saxons (c. AD 800-AD 856), Alfred married Ealhswith of Mercia (AD 852-AD 905) 
and had five children: Aelthryth, Aethelflaed, Aethelgifu, Edward, and Aethelweard. In 868, Alfred 
accompanied his brother, King Aethelred I (AD 837-AD 931), to help King Burgred of Merica fight 
Danish Vikings that had conquered East Anglia in 867.  The Danes asked for peace, but three years 
later invaded Wessex. Again, Alfred accompanied his brother, the king of Wessex, in several battles. 
After receiving a fatal wound in one of these battles, Aethelred died and Alfred succeeded him as king. 

King Alfred was not able to defeat the Danes, but did make a peace treaty with them. The Danes did 
not attack for five years. During this time, King Alfred reinforced old strongholds, built new 
strongholds, reorganized his army, and had several ships built. He founded the first English Navy and 
established good relationships with the other kingdoms on the island. 

When the Danish Vikings resumed their attacks, they managed to defeat West Saxon, but not Wessex. 
In 878, King Alfred won a decisive victory, defeating the Vikings and sending them to settle in East 

Anglia. But, my favorite thing that happened was that the leader 
of the Danish invaders was baptized as a Christian with King 
Alfred as his sponsor. 

Peace lasted for several years until another set of Vikings attacked 
at Kent, but King Alfred prevented the invasion. A year later, 
Alfred captured London from the Vikings. This bold, courageous 
victory led to all of England not under Danish rule to submit to 
King Alfred as their king. 

King Alfred was a military genius who trusted in Christ. But, he was also a strong administrator and 
ruled with an eye toward the future. Because of this, he valued education, unity, and planning ahead. 

A scholar himself, King Alfred loved to learn. He made a code of laws, encouraged education, and 
translated many great works. A deeply devoted Christian, he modeled a godly life and calling his 
people to a deeper walk with God. He encouraged his people to learn to read and write English and 
made books available in the English language. He even translated Latin works into English himself, 
including Pastoral Care by Pope Gregory. King Alfred also encouraged the writing of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle. 

The most important thing that King Alfred did was to translate the Holy Scriptures into English. 
This would not happen again until John Wycliffe’s work in the 14th century (1300’s). 

When Alfred died, his son, Edward, succeeded him as king.   

Give the Question to the Answer 

She loved both King Arthur and Sir Lancelot. 

Who is    ? 
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He was kidnapped by Irish pirates as a teen 

Who is    ? 

She had her courtiers enhance the story of King Arthur with romance. 

Who is        ?  

He thought English slaves looked like angels. 

Who is        ?  

 

He translated the Bible into English, promoted education, and defeated the Vikings. 

Who is        ?  

Important English Works Written In Old English 

Old English would be very hard to read today. Though words can be found in Modern English, this 
language was a combination of the Germanic language spoken by Anglo-Saxon invaders, Latin 
(introduced during the Roman Occupation), and Celtic. Latin was the language of the priests, so Latin 
words, like altar and priest, were introduced and are still in the English language today. 

During the Old English period, the two works that stand out, still read today, are Beowulf and 
Ecclesiastical History of the English People by Bede. Poetry was the dominant genre of this period. So, Old 
English Literature was poetry. 

Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People 

The Venerable Bede (672-735) was a priest and a scholar who spent almost his entire life in a 
monastery in Jarrow, Northumbria. He translated the Bible, wrote commentaries, and penned several 
hymns. He wrote a five volume history of England from 55 BC to 597 AD, still read and quoted 
today. Ecclesiastical History of the  English People is the best summary of that historical period 
that still exists today. His love for the Lord and the Lord’s people shines through his writings. I love 
this book! 
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To download Ecclesiastical History of the English People by Bede free, visit our British Literature Sale Page, 
jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/  

Caedmon’s Hymn 

There is another work I would like to mention, Caedmon’s Hymn. Bede mentions this remarkable man 
who was a stableman at a monastery who was blessed with a song from the Lord. This song was an 
amazing song that was straight from the Holy Scriptures.  

A layman and shepherd in an English monastery, Caedmon retired early to bed one night because all 
the monks were feasting, singing and telling stories. He could not sing, nor tell a story. He went to 
sleep dejected and feeling like an outcast.   

During the night God appeared to him in a dream and asked him to sing a song about Creation. When 
he awoke, he could still sing the song from his dream and news eventually reached the Abbess, who 
requested that he sing it for her. St. Hilda, believing that Caedmon had received a gift from the Lord, 
requested that he produce another song of sacred history, which he promptly did. From that moment 
on, songs based on Scripture poured from him and a ministry was birthed. He received instruction 
and took vows as a monk soon after composing his first song. He sang the Scriptures for the common 
people who could not read and write.   

We don’t know exactly when Caedmon lived and died, but St. Hilda was the abbess from AD 657 to 
AD 680, so we know that he wrote his first song somewhere during that time and lived in the 600’s.   

The popular Christian music group, Caedmon’s Call, named their band after this songwriting monk. 

In the Beginning (Caedmon’s Hymn) 

Now let me praise the keeper of Heaven’s kingdom 

The might of the Creator, and His thought 

The work of the Father of Glory, how each of wonders 

The Eternal Lord established in the beginning. 

He first created for the sons of men 

Heaven as a roof, the Holy Creator 

Then Middle-earth, the keeper of mankind, 

The Eternal Lord, afterwards made, 

The earth for men, the Almighty Lord. 

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/


MEREDITH CURTIS 

~ 28 ~ 

 

 

 

If you are interested in a modern day Caedmon, I would recommend listening to some of Don 
Francisco’s music, especially He’s Alive, Adam Where are You?, and Gotta Tell Somebody.   

Beowulf 

Beowulf is an epic poem about a Danish king who kills a monster named Grendel and his mother. 
When he returns to his own kingdom, he finds that it is being terrorized by a dragon.  Beowulf loses 
his own life killing the dragon and saving his realm. 

To understand Beowulf, you must understand a little bit about the Germanic culture. The family was 
the core of Germanic civilization.  The chief kinsman was the head of his family, providing protection 
and guidance. In return, his family honored and obeyed him. Families united to form tribes. Over each 
tribe was a chief, or king.   

To be chosen as king, a man must personify the HEROIC IDEAL. He had to be “The Best” at the 
things that were deemed important to his tribe: the fastest swimmer, the bravest warrior, the wisest 
decision-maker, the best sailor. His farm would produce the most food! The king was a father-figure 
to the entire tribe. He would protect them in times of war and share his wealth in times of peace. 

In the epic poem Beowulf, you see Pagan and Christian influence colliding. The pagan concept of 
immorality was for a king to obtain enduring fame by living out the heroic ideal.   Beowulf lives out 
the heroic ideal in this tale.   

To download Beowulf free, visit our British Literature Sale Page, 
jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/  

Old English Works 

Beowulf 

Ecclesiastical History of the English People by Bede 

Cademon’s Hymn (found in Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People) 

Give the Question to the Answer 

 This is the best summary of English History from 55 B.C. to A.D. 597 available today. 

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/
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What is     ? 

She is the Abbess who listened to Caedmon’s song and asked him to write more. 

Who is    ? 

He is a chieftain who was the heroic ideal. He killed two monsters and a dragon. 

Who is        ?  

Plot & Plot in Beowulf 
Plot is what makes a story a story. Stories have action, movement, a beginning, and an ending. A story 
moves from the initial scenario to the climax to the final conclusion. The plot, or story line, pulls us 
into the lives of the characters through their words and actions during the adventure. Every story is 
made up of a series of incidents that are related to each other. 

Most stories move along a linear plot line from beginning to middle to end. The chain of events is a 
series of cause and effect incidents, working eventually toward a solution to the conflict or crisis.  

Exposition is the beginning of the story. Exposition includes the initial situation and the introduction 
of the conflict. The chain of events, called the plot, begins with the initial situation where we meet 
the characters and learn about the setting. The stage is now set for the story to begin. 

The conflict is the heart of the story. This is where you find out who the “good guys” are and who 
the “enemy” is. There is no plot without this dramatic struggle between the main character and an 
opposing force in the story. Conflict can be external (human vs. human, human vs. nature, human vs 
society) or internal (human vs. self). Conflict is often introduced early on in the story, sometimes in 
the opening pages.   

The conflict always has one or more complications. These complications add interest and suspense 
to the story. They also force the main character to grow and change. The characters in a story cannot 
change a plot complication, but only respond to it. These complications allow us to get to know that 
characters better. This section of the story is also known as the rising action. 

The moment you wait for, in a movie, where the action is most intense (the chase scene in a detective 
television show) is called the climax. You are at the edge of your chair for the climax. It is the turning 
point in the story. The main character comes face to face with a conflict and will change in some way 
as a result of the conflict. This is the final showdown that elicits the greatest emotion from the reader.   

Denouement follows the climax. This falling action takes care of the conflicts of the story, especially 
the climax. Things are resolved and/or clarified. This French word means to “untie” and that is 
exactly what happens at the end of the story. Things are straightened out, restored, made right. 
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The conclusion or ending of the story is where the story stops in a reasonable way that allows the 
reader to feel that the tale is through. 

Foreshadowing is often used in a story to keep the reader wanting more. Foreshadowing is the use of 
hints or clues to suggest to the reader what will happen next. Not always obvious, sometimes it is just 
a tiny hint.   

In Little Red Riding Hood, foreshadowing is used when Red’s mother tells her to go straight to 
Grandma’s house and to watch out for wolves in the woods. Later, Red encounters a wolf dressed up 
as Grandma. 

In A Christmas Carol, the narrator tells us that there is no doubt that Marley is dead. We realize that 
somehow Marley will be part of the story. 

Suspense is an ingredient in a well-written tale of adventure, but you can find suspense in romance 
novels too. When you ask yourself, “What is he/she going to do now?” or find yourself biting your 
nails or worry about the character’s decision on page 189, you are responding to suspense. Suspense 
keeps you interested so that you will keep reading! 

Plots can be told chronologically from beginning to end in a nice orderly fashion. That is the way I 
like to read a story—so I don’t get confused and wonder what on earth is going on.  Plots can also be 
told with flashbacks. The narrator begins at the end, so to speak, and then “remembers” the story. 
Sometimes authors will start right in the middle of the action without any explanation. Have you 
ever read a book like that? I remember a CSI Miami show that did that….It can be confusing at first. 

Subplots are “plots within the plot” that are part of the main story, but not as important.  A great 
example of this can be found in the old Brady Bunch episodes we have on DVD. There is always a main 
story line and a sub-plot. While the main plot might be Greg getting his own room, Jan trying to find 
her talent, or Peter learning the ropes of being a reporter, the sub-plots have been building a dunking 
booth for the school carnival, Mike’s boss coming to dinner, or the high phone bill. 

Here are some questions you can ask about the plot of any story. 

Are there any events in the beginning of the story that “foreshadow” later events?   

How does the author build suspense? 

What are the external conflicts?  What are the internal conflicts? 

What is the climax (the highest point of conflict)? 

How is the climax resolved?  Is there a “surprise ending?” 
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Does the ending “reward good and punish evil”? 
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Give the Question to the Answer 

It is what makes a story a story. 

What is     ? 

Sam vs. Steve is an     conflict. 

Sam trying to overcome fear is an     conflict. 

The conflict always has several complications to add suspense and interest to story. 

What is     ? 

This is the falling action that takes place after climax in the plot of a story. 

What is        ?  

Read Beowulf 

Read Beowulf this week. It is a short book. While you are reading, answer these questions. You will 
answer them in Book Club Discussion. 

Are there any events in the beginning of Beowulf that “foreshadow” later events?   
 
 
 
How does the author build suspense in Beowulf? 
 
 
 
What are the external conflicts?  What are the internal conflicts? 
 
 
 
What is the climax (the highest point of conflict)? 
 
 
 
How is the climax resolved in Beowulf?  Is there a “surprise ending?” 
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Does the ending of Beowulf “reward good and punish evil”? 
 
 

 

 

Try to discover the elements of the plot of Beowulf 

Exposition in Beowulf: 

 Initial Situation: 

 

 Conflict Introduced: 

 

Complication in Beowulf: 

 

Climax in Beowulf: 

 

Denouement in Beowulf:  

 

Conclusion in Beowulf: 

 

Plot Map: 

 

To download Beowulf free, visit our British Literature Sale Page, 
jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/  

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/


MEREDITH CURTIS 

~ 34 ~ 

 

 

 

September Week Three Class 

Open in Prayer 

Lecture or Discussion on History of the England 55 BC to AD 1000, Old English Works, Plot & 
Beowulf 

Create & Perform Skits 

Book Club Discussion 

White Board Plot Mapping of Beowulf 

Close in Prayer 

Create & Perform Skits 

We learned about several important folks this week: St. Patrick, King Arthur and his Knights of the 
Round Table, St. Augustine of Canterbury, King Alfred the Great, Bede, and Monk Caedmon. Divide 
up in groups and create skits about these important people. These skits can be funny, serious, silly, or 
inspiring. Enjoy being dramatic.  

Book Club Discussion of Beowulf 

This is your first book club discussion of the year. Don’t forget to serve food and drinks, making it 
relaxed and fun. Sit in a circle so that everyone can see one another. Make sure that it is quiet enough 
to hear the person who is speaking.   

First find the parts of Beowulf’s plot together and make a plot map on the white board.   

Exposition in Beowulf: 

 Initial Situation: 

 Conflict Introduced: 

Complication in Beowulf: 

Climax in Beowulf: 
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Denouement in Beowulf:  

Conclusion in Beowulf: 

Plot Map: 

 

• Are there any events in the beginning of Beowulf that “foreshadow” later events?   
• How does the author build suspense in Beowulf? 
• What are the external conflicts?  What are the internal conflicts? 
• What is the climax (the highest point of conflict)? 
• How is the climax resolved in Beowulf?  Is there a “surprise ending?” 
• Does the ending of Beowulf “reward good and punish evil”? 
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September Week Three Home 

Write an Epic Poem 
Now that you have read an epic poem, it’s time to write an epic poem.  

An epic poem is two things in one. An epic poem is a story and it is a long poem. This story poem 
must have a hero who does something cool, heroic, adventurous. It must be exciting, worth telling, 
and exciting to listen to.  

You will write an epic poem, a story and a long poem. This story poem must have a hero who does 
something cool, heroic, adventurous. There is a task for the hero to accomplish, something to learn. 
The hero is off on an adventure with a purpose. The poem will be more fun to read if it rhymes. 

Bards (or storytellers) would often travel from town to town telling or singing stories, often in the 
form of epic poems. These men were interesting to listen to because they excelled at making stories 
interesting and exciting.  

If you want to set your epic poem to music, you can do that. It will be a long song, though. 

The Iliad and The Odyssey are epic poems written by an Ancient Greek writer named Homer. Beowulf is 
an epic poem about a brave king who kills a monster and his mother. The oldest epic poem that I 
know of is The Epic of Gilgamesh. Dante’s Inferno and Spenser’s Fairie Queen are other examples of epic 
poems that you can check out.  

Here are some neat things that happen in many epic poems. The poem starts right in the middle of 
action and adventure. This exciting drama is followed by flashbacks to explain to the reader what is 
going on and why it is going on. Go ahead and start and epic poem right in the middle of the action.  

There is a task for the hero to accomplish, something to learn. The hero is off on an adventure with a 
purpose. 

Another fun thing you find in epic poems is the addition of “fun to say” adjectives accompanying the 
hero and other main characters’ names.  

You are going to write a epic about King David from the Old Testament. Pull out your Bible and read 
I Samuel. Familiarize yourself with this mighty hero. David is a great hero for an epic poem—like the 
Anglo-Saxon ideal, David can sing, kill giants, lead warriors to battle, and love people deeply. You 
might start right in on the action with the battle between David and Goliath.  
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There will be threee parts to your epic poem. 

1. Why and how David leaves home, the anointing by Samuel 
2. His journey and adventure running for his life 
3. His final victory over Saul and being set in as king.  

Go ahead and let your poem rhyme if you want to. It doesn’t have to rhyme, but it does have to have 
poetic meter, or rhythm. Be sure to use alliteration and use words that are fun to say and hear.  

You might want to dress up like a bard to read your poem aloud.  

History of England AD 1000 to 1500 
When Edward the Confessor (1003-1066), a very godly king, died without an heir in 1066, three men 
claimed the throne of England: William, Duke of Normandy (1028-1087); Harold, Earl of Wessex 
(1022-1066); and Harald Hardrada, King of Norway (1015-1066), who was next in line for the 
Danish throne.  

The Battle of Hastings (immortalized in the Bayeux Tapestry) decided that William of Normandy 
would rule England. Normandy was a French territory that had been given to “Norsemen” or “Men 
from the North,” Scandinavian Vikings who were constantly pillaging France, as a peace offering. 
They could have Normandy if they would stop pillaging the rest of France. The Normans eventually 
acquired French manners and customs. When William took over as king of England, he brought with 
him French customs, language, and nobles. Many English nobles lost their positions and lands.   

Feudalism was introduced to England by William the Conqueror. This is how feudalism works. The 
king of a country ruled over it with the help and advice of the church leaders and his nobles. He gave 
“fiefs” to his nobles. What are fiefs? They are large portions of the country that included many 
manors. Each noble had to pledge loyalty to the king, pay taxes, and send troops if needed by the king.  

In each fiefdom were several manors. The lord of the manor pledged his loyalty to the nobles, paid 
taxes, and provided troops if necessary. The nobles protected the lord and his manor. In turn, the lord 
protected the peasants and serfs on his manor. Free peasants owned land or rented it from the Lord 
of the Manor. This created a big change in English society because serfs were bought and sold with 
the land. French became the language of the upper classes. 

Another big change that feudalism brought to England was an astronomical growth in the number of 
castles dotting the English countryside. Lords would build castles that became important as 
strongholds for protection and control over the people he had to care for. The White Tower at the 
Tower of London was built in 1078. Many more followed. 

The Plantagenets 
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Henry II (1133-1139), great-grandson of William of Normandy, was the first of the Plantagenets to 
rule England. He fell in love with the King of France’s wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204), who 
divorced her husband to marry Henry, eleven years her junior. She gave birth to five sons and three 
daughters before Henry tired of her and sent her packing to Aquitaine. While she held court in 
Aquitaine, romance and courtly manners were cultivated to the chivalry we think of today when we 
think of knights and fair maidens. Old tales and legends (King Arthur) were romanticized. 

Her son, Richard the Lionheart (1157-1199), invited his mother back to England to rule as regent 
while he went off on the Third Crusade. 

The House of MacAlpin ruled Scotland from the 9th century (800’s) and there was constant battling 
between the nation of England and Scotland for centuries. King David I (1144-1219) fostered good 
relations with England and even gave land to English barons in the southern part of Scotland. 
However, in 1173, William the Lion, King of Scotland (1143-1214), invaded England to assist in a 
rebellion against Henry II, was captured, and forced to accept Henry II as his overlord. Later on, 
English kings would enforce this role as overlords. Richard the Lionheart ignored his right to 
enforce his over-lordship because Scotland gave him money to go on a crusade. 

The Middle Ages was a time when The Church was in charge, dominating public and private life. 
Keep in mind that “The Church” was not always led by devoted Christians, but there were many 
godly Christian heroes in the Middle Ages. 

Thomas a’Becket (1118-1170) was the Archbishop of Canterbury during the reign of Henry II. 
Thomas was intelligent, charming, and an able administrator. Thomas devoted years of his life to 
serving the king in court while fulfilling church duties. But, after he was appointed Archbishop of 
Canterbury, a big change came over his life. He gave himself to personal disciplines of Bible reading 
and prayer, fasting, and hair shirts (uncomfortable shirt worn underneath clothing that scratched skin). 
His hair shirts were a form of self-flagellation, a common practice in the Middle Ages. Punishing 
oneself with hair shirts and other ways to inflict pain was thought to help crucify the flesh. They 
seemed to have lost sight of God’s grace. But, back to Thomas a’Becket. Thomas really seemed to 
surrender his life to Christ and he gave up all his lavish living to lead a simple life. 

Beginning their relationship as close friends, the king and priest had numerous disagreements, one of 
which led Thomas to flee for his life. Once reconciled, Thomas returned home to continue their 
stormy relationship. Four overzealous courtiers murdered Becket while he was at the altar performing 
a church service in 1170, chopping him to pieces with their swords. The king was horrified. Four years 
later, he put on sack-cloth and walked barefoot through the streets of Canterbury while 80 monks 
flogged him with branches to regain the favor of the pope. Then Henry II spent the night in Becket’s 
crypt. This martyr, Thomas a’Becket was canonized a saint in 1173. His shrine was one of the most 
popular pilgrimage sites of the Middle Ages. 
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The Magna Charta & Robin Hood 

While Richard the Lion-Heart was away, Prince John imposed burdensome taxes on the people of 
England. Though Richard I was popular, King John (1167-1216) was thoroughly hated (watch any 
Robin Hood movie and you will get the idea). The nobles of England forced John to sign the Magna 
Charta in 1215, severely limiting kingly power and paving the way for limited government. William 
Shakespeare immortalized him in his play, The Life and Death of King John. King John is also a character 
in Sir Walter Scott’s historical romance, Ivanhoe, written in 1819. 

The Legend of Robin Hood and his Merry Men, residing in Sherwood Forest is a popular story on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The first we hear of this tale is a brief mention in Pier’s Plowman by William 
Langland of the “rhymes of Robin Hood.”  We have records of ballads a century later. Robin Hood 
was a devout Christian who was outraged at the corruption in church and politics, as well as 
concerned for the needs of the poor. 

The Beginning of Parliment 

King John’s son, Henry III (1207-1272) was crowned at the age of nine. He clashed with the barons 
as his father had done. In 1264, Simon de Montfort called a meeting of knights and representatives 
from certain towns called Parliament. By 1295, each town and shire sent two men and these men were 
the first members of Parliament. Kings began to consult Parliament before raising taxes for wars and 
other projects. Soon, Parliament insisted on being consulted on all taxes. In 1332, the nobility and 
clergy met in the House of Lords while the town and shire representatives met in the House of 
Commons. By 1600, laws had to be passed in both houses. 

Edward I & Edward II, Plantagenet Line Continues 

Wales was made up of smaller kingdoms that were always at war with one another and England. Two 
strong princes that united Wales were Owain, Prince of Gwynedd (1109-1170), and his grandson, 
Llwelyn the Great (1173-1240). Llwelyn the Great’s grandson, Llwelyn ap Grufydd (1223-1282) was 
recognized as the Prince of Wales by Henry III, and in turn he recognized Henry III as overlord, 
but rebelled against Edward I. Edward I marched into Wales, conquered, and brought in English law, 
rule, and castles. He made his son Prince of Wales in 1301. The eldest son of the English king or 
queen has held this title ever since. 

Edward I (1239-1307) followed his father and made many legal reforms. During his reign, the Mac 
Alphin family of Scotland died out and there were thirteen men who claimed to be the rightful heir to 
the throne. Edward I chose one of these men, John Balliol (1248-1296), to sit on the throne. A few 
years later, Edward changed his mind, disposed him, and took the throne of Scotland himself.   

Scotland rebelled in 1297-1298 against England with Sir William Wallace (1271-1305) as their 
leader. Wallace was executed in 1305 and Robert Bruce (1292-1314), a relative of Balliol, rose up to 
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lead the next rebellion. The English were forced out of Scotland and Bruce was crowned king in 1306. 
War continued to rage until 1314 when Edward II surrendered at the Battle of Bandockburn. 
England recognized Scotland’s independence in 1328. In 1371, the throne passed to the House of 
Stuart. 

Edward II (1307-1327) was weak and ineffective. Eventually, his queen, Isabella and one of his 
barons, Mortimer, Earl of March, forced Edward to abdicate, giving the crown to his son, Edward III. 
Edward II was imprisoned until his death, rumored to be murdered.   

The 100 Years’ War 

From the time of the Norman invasion in 1066, England and France clashed over and over again. 
Because of all the intermarriage of French and British royalty, there was often conflict over succession 
with two or more claimants to the throne. “Just who is heir to the throne?” was often decided on the 
battlefield. 

The next English king, Edward III (1312-1377) was a wise ruler. He ascended the throne at the age 
of fourteen and for four years Isabella and Mortimer ruled the nation. Then, Edward III executed 
Mortimer for killing his father and had his mother shut up in a castle where she could govern no 
more.  

When Charles V of France died without a male heir, Edward III, his closest living relative, claimed the 
throne. Remember that his mother was Isabella of France. He was the grandson of the French king 
and there were no other sons or grandsons. French law prevented women from inheriting the throne, 
so they placed a cousin, Charles IV, in as king.   

The 100 Years’ War started in 1337 with Edward fighting for what he believed to be his rightful claim 
to the throne. The British won many battles because they used longbows. Longbows could shoot 
arrows further than the French bows could. Land in France was English, then French, then English 
again. The fighting continued for over a 100 years, 124 years to be exact and ended in 1453, but we 
will get back to the 100 Years’ War in a little while. 

Black Death 

In 1348, a plague swept through England killing a third of the population died in eighteen months.  
This plague, Black Death, brought pus and blood-filled boils to victims’ armpits, neck, and groin 
areas. Starting the Far East, probably China, fleas on rats, on ships, carried the disease to Europe.  
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Black Death resulted in a sharp decrease in the number of peasants available to farm the land. The 
need for laborers was so great that they could demand higher wages. This made it more difficult for 
the lords of the manor to afford to keep all their land. The nobles began to sell and rent their land. A 
middle class began to emerge—not only land owners, but merchants and traders. 

Life in the Middle Ages 

Towns sprang up during the Middle Ages because people needed a place to gather together to trade. 
These towns were often at a major crossroad (remember the Roman roads!) or by a river. Even 
though citizens of the town were free men and women, they were still under the local lord’s 
jurisdiction. However, if the king and lord agreed, the townspeople could write a charter to govern 
themselves. 

Merchants and Craftsmen formed guilds, or associations, beginning in the Eleventh Century 
(1000’s). By the Twelfth Century (1100’s) every trade had its own guild. Guilds set wages, set prices, 
established standards of workmanship, and regulated trading practices. Young boys were apprenticed 
to a Master Craftsman in their trade. These apprentices often worked up to seven years before 
entering their trade. Homeschoolers in the late Twentieth Century began to revive this practice of 
apprenticeship! 

During the Middle Ages, monks in monasteries across England faithfully printed copy after copy of 
beloved books, especially the Bible.   

The church was the center of life and politics in the Middle Ages. The Pope was the head of the entire 
church—he ruled from Rome. He had authority over all “Christian” kings in Europe in theory, but 
not always in practice. Because of this authority, church offices, especially the higher offices, were 
coveted by men with political ambitions. 

There was a strict hierarchy in the church started with the pope, who was the absolute head. Pope (in 
Rome)Archbishop of  Canterbury Bishops in charge of large areas (Dioceses)  Priests in charge 
of parishes.   

There were also many monasteries (with monks) and convents (with nuns). The head of a monastery 
was an abbot and the head of a convent was an abbess. Monks and nuns lived in these communities 
and spent their time praying, studying Scripture, copying books, working, taking care of the sick, 
caring for orphans, giving to the poor, and housing travelers. 

Many people in the Middle Ages went on pilgrimages, hoping to receive blessing from God, get a 
miracle, or atone for their sins. The most popular sites for pilgrimages were places where significant 
events had taken place or churches containing the relics of saints. The place where Thomas a’Becket 
was murdered, Canterbury Cathedral, was one of the most popular. 

The Crusades, or Holy Wars, were popular in the Middle Ages too. This was because of the 
popularity of pilgrimages—many English and European Christians made pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land, Israel. When the Muslim Turks captured Jerusalem, they refused to let Christians made these 
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pilgrimages. So the Pope sent Christians from all across Europe to recover access to the Holy Land 
for Christian pilgrims. 

The Roman Catholic Church was in firm control in England. All Englishmen were required to adhere 
to church doctrine. Those who did not were burned at the stake as heretics.  Witches, or those who 
worshipped the devil, were also burned at the stake. 

John Wycliffe (1330-1384) believed that everyone should have the opportunity to read the Bible in 
his own language, so he translated the Bible from Latin into English. He also taught the truths found 
in Scripture of faith in Christ alone for Salvation. He questioned the authority of the pope. All these 
things brought him into trouble with the Roman Catholic Church, the King, and Parliament. In 1384, 
his beliefs were condemned as heretical and he was put to death.   

Wycliffe’s followers were known as Lollards, who continued to trust in Christ alone and preach the 
Good News. 

Last of the Plantagenet Line  

Edward III’s own son, Edward, known as the Black Prince because of his black armor, died in 
battle during the 100 Years’ War, so his son, Richard II (1367-1400) took the throne when Edward 
III died. Richard II was able to suppress the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381. He was murdered by his 
enemies after his throne was usurped by his nephew, Henry IV. 

Henry IV (1366-1413) had a stressful reign, with many claiming to have the right to sit on the throne 
instead of Henry. When his first wife died, he married Joan of Navarre, who was convicted of 
witchcraft, a big political blunder on his part. Of course, you reap what you sow, don’t you? Henry 
stole the throne from his Uncle Richard and down the road, his grandson, Henry VI would fight for 
his throne.    

The 100 Years’ War Ends 

Henry’s son, Henry V (1387-1422) spent most of his time fighting France and extended English 
territory. He married Catherine of France, daughter of King Charles VI. 

After a lull, Henry V started the fighting again, gained control of northern France, married the French 
king’s daughter, and was made heir to the French throne, instead of the French king’s eldest son, 
Charles.  
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Before he could sit on the throne of France, Henry V died, leaving the French throne to his son, 
Henry VI. The French king, Charles VII fought for the throne, but suffered a series of defeats. At this 
point, Joan of Arc stepped in and led the French to victory, only to be killed by the English. The 
fighting continued until the French regained all of their land back except Calais. The war ended in 
1453, lasting 124 years. 

The War of the Roses 

The White Rose belongs to the House of York who claimed the right to the throne, but the Red Rose 
belonged to the House of Lancaster, the other contender for the throne. 

The War of the Roses was a big fight over who would get to be king! Both sides were descended from 
Edward III. Almost all of the nobles chose up sides. They fought for the House of York (White Rose) 
or the House of Lancaster (Red Rose). Remember when I told you that Henry IV usurped the throne 
from his uncle. That act of treachery led directly to the War of the Roses. But, let’s talk about Henry 
VI first. 

Henry VI (1421-1471) was part of the House of Lancaster and the son of Henry V. He married 
Margaret of Anjou (1429-1482). The nine month old baby was heir to the English throne and the 
French throne when Charles VI of France died. This led to a power struggle and more fighting in the 
100 Years War with France. When Joan of Arc helped to bring an ending of the 100 Years’ War, 
Henry VI was stuck being the loser. Not only that, but he had serious bouts with mental illness 
throughout his lifetime. When he experienced these breakdowns, he was unable to rule.  

Henry was a weak leader, but had an ambitious wife, Margaret of Anjou and cousin, Richard of York. 
Margaret and Richard both wanted power to rule for Henry VI. Henry VI was a deeply religious man 
who loved to pray and study. Maybe he was too forgiving because he let his enemies live and they 
would turn on him again.  

At one point Richard of York acted as regent for Henry while he was having one of his breakdowns. 
At other times, Margaret ruled in his place during his fits of mental illness. Sometimes Richard had 
power and other times Margaret had power. Sometimes, Margaret or Richard was fleeing to France or 
Scotland. The power shifted back and forth until finally Richard of York, Henry VI, and Henry VI’s 
son, Edward, were all dead. Richard of York’s son, Edward took the throne as Edward IV (1461-
1483).  

Edward IV ruled well but when he died, he left his very young sons, ages twelve and nine, and his 
five daughters. The oldest daughter, Elizabeth, would marry Henry VII. 

Edward IV’s uncle, Richard of Gloucester, imprisoned the young princes, Edward V (1470-1483) and 
Richard, Duke of York in the Tower. Uncle Richard claimed that the marriage of Edward’s mother 
and father was invalid so that Edward was illegitimate. The constable of the tower refused to obey 
Richard’s command to put the princes to death, but he did give up his keys one night. Two men 
smothered the young men under pillows while they were asleep. The English people began to cry out 
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for their release and instead of freedom, the princes were found dead. The people of England were 
horrified.   

Richard of Gloucester ruled as Richard III (1452-1482), immortalized by Shakespeare in his play, 
Richard III, as many other kings of this era were. Shakespeare portrays him as a complete monster. 
Well, he was responsible for the deaths of Henry VI, Henry VI’s son Edward, his brother, Clarence, 
and the princes in the towers. He died in the final battle of the War of the Roses on Bosworth Field. 
He was the last House of York king and the last English king of the Middle Ages. 

The winner of the War of the Roses was the Red Rose, House of Lancaster, led by Henry Tudor. But, 
Henry VII did several very wise things, including marrying Elizabeth of York, uniting the York and 
Lancaster line into one new one, the House of Tudor. He also put both the red rose and the white 
rose on his family crest.  

The Middle Ages was the time of knights and fair maidens, fire-breathing dragons, devout monks, 
kings leaving on crusades for the Holy Land, and strong castle towers. Okay, so it wasn’t as idealistic 
as movies and books portray, but it is a delightful setting for books and movies. The literature of this 
time period is enchanting and was quite popular at the time. 

 Give the Question to the Answer 

 This practice was introduced to England by William the Conqueror. The king owns all the land, but 
he some to the nobility who must pay taxes and raise soldiers to fight for the king. The nobles give 
tracts of land to their knights and lesser nobility who fight with the nobles for the king. The serfs and 
freemen farm the rest of the land, giving a portion to the nobles.   

What is     ? 

They set wages, set prices, established standards of workmanship, and regulated trading 
practices. 

What are      ? 

He usurped the throne from his uncle. 

Who is    ? 

His mother stole the throne from his father and ruled for him for four years. When he came 
of age, he had his father’s murderer executed and his mother locked away. He started the 100 
Years’ War. 
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Who is   ? 

This lady was the power-hungry wife of Henry VI. She raised armies, fled for her life, and gave birth 
to a son who never sat on a throne. 

Who is    ? 

This is the symbol of the House of York. 

What is a        ?  

This is the symbol of the House of Lancaster. 

What is a        ?  

Important Works Written in Middle English 
Miracle plays and mystery plays were popular ways that the church could help the common people, 
who did not read or write, learn about the Bible and the teachings of Jesus (mystery plays) and church 
history (miracle plays).   

Bards also travelled from castle to castle singing tales of romance and battles. These were often 
tweaked to make the current owner of the castle the hero. During this time period (circa 1000-1500 
AD), romance, chivalry, and religious devotion were the theme of all writing and songwriting. For the 
most part, literature was heard and seen, rather than read. 

The Domesday Book was commissioned by William the Conqueror and was basically a gigantic 
property ownership survey. He wanted to know what people owned so that he could tax them.  
Hmmm…sounds like today. People nicknamed it the Domesday Book because it was so comprehensive 
and final—just like the Last Judgment or Doomsday. The book is a valuable historical resource 
because it contains records of landholders, tenants, amount of land owned, tenants on land, buildings 
present, and all natural resources on the land. 

Geoffrey Chaucer (circa 1343—1400) is considered the Father of English Literature. He was a poet 
who wrote The Canterbury Tales and many other works too. As feudalism was declining, the middle 
class began to grow. Geoffrey was the son of a middle-class wine merchant. He served as a page in the 
household of the Countess of Ulster, wife of King Edward III’s son. He also served as a valet to John 
of Gaunt and to King Edward III. He often traveled to the Continent on official business and was 
even taken prisoner by France during the 100 Years War. Full of good humor and wit, Chaucer was a 
popular writer in his time, supported by noblemen, and sometimes in the service of the king himself. 
In The Canterbury Tales, the narrator joins a group of pilgrims on their way to the Shrine of Thomas 
a’Becket in Canterbury.  All twenty-nine pilgrims practice a different trade and whoever tells the best 
story (tale) wins a free supper. They take turns, each telling a tale, thus the title of the book! 
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“Piers Plowman” by William Langland (c.1332-c.1400), written in the late 14th century (1372-1389) 
is a satire about the church, her corruption, and her effect on society. This book calls for a return to 
sound doctrine and concern for the poor. The poem takes the form of a dream/vision.   

The narrator falls asleep in Malvern Hills and dreams that he is in a wilderness when he comes upon 
Tower of Truth (God) and the Dungeon of Wrong (the devil). He sees a “fair field of living men” 
between the two of all different classes. A lady (Holy Church) rebukes him for sleeping and explains 
all that he sees. Conscience persuades many of the people to turn away from the Seven Deadly Sins 
and go in search of St. Truth. Piers (a Plowman) can show them the way because of his common 
sense and clean conscience if they will help him to plow his half acre of land. In this poem is the 
outline for the Reformation that was to come 150 years later. 

“Everyman” is an allegory and morality play that is decidedly Roman Catholic in thought.   
Everyman is told that he must meet death, which he tries to avoid. Eventually, he does meet death, 
trying to persuade Discretion, Strength, and Beauty to go with him, but only Good Works and 
Knowledge can go with him. Salvation, according to “Everyman”, is through good works and 
knowledge. 

Le Morte d’Arthur, the tales of King Arthur, by Sir Thomas Malory, was written is a series of tales 
completed in 1470.  It is written in prose, or poetic style. There was a real King Arthur, but the stories 
of him were embellished, beginning in 1150’s at the urging of Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine, wife of 
King Henry II. Her own court in Aquitaine, after her banishment from King Henry II’s court in 
England, was were the romantic notions of chivalry and courtliness were idealized. The legend of the 
Knights of the Round Table was invented at that time by the Norman poet, Wace. Nonetheless, Le 
Morte d’Arthur was a thrilling book of adventure and romance with a decidedly Christian worldview. 
Although sin occurs in the tales, there are consequences that follow.   

Sir Thomas Malory (1405-1471) supported the Lancastrian claim to the throne during the Wars of 
the Roses. He was imprisoned for his part in the Lancastrian revolt against the Yorkist king, Edward 
IV. While in prison, Malory wrote Le Morte d’ Arthur. It is a compilation of all the people and places 
that had been associated with the legendary King Arthur of Camelot.  

This massive work (9 volumes) tells the chivalrous actions of King Arthur’s Knights of the Round 
Table. Sir Lancelot, one of these knights, sets out with Sir Galahad on a quest for the Holy Grail (the 
goblet Jesus supposedly used at the Last Supper), but fails because of his sinful love for Queen 
Guinevere which keeps him from attaining perfection. This affair is kept secret until two jealous 
knights expose Sir Lancelot to King Arthur. Lust and hatred eventually destroy the perfect world of 
Camelot. The Knights of the Round Table is dismantled and King Arthur dies.   

Middle English Works 
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The Doomsday  Book  

English Bible translated by John Wycliffe (1330-1384) 

The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer 

“Pier’s Plowman” by William Langland (a Morality Play 

“Everyman” (a Morality Play) 

LeMorte d’Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory 

To download Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer free, visit our British Literature Sale Page, 
jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/  

Morality Plays & Miracle Plays 
Drama was used by the church to teach God’s Word to people in the congregation who could not 
read or write. Remember, the church service was conducted in Latin. The Scriptures were read in 
Latin. Most English men and women spoke English, not Latin. But when a scene from the Bible was 
acted out, people were able to understand it.  

Mystery Plays were part of the actual church service. Actors performed scenes from the Bible in a 
Mystery Play. They might be on the birth of Jesus or His death and resurrection. Mystery Plays were 
very popular in the Middle Ages. A Passion Play is a mystery play, about the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection. Mystery Plays were also performed in the center of town. 

In fact, in Oberammergau, Germany there is a Passion Play performed every ten years because the 
people of the village promised God they would perform this play every ten years because he spared 
their village in the midst of plague and war when they cried out to Him in prayer.  

Morality Plays were also put on by the church. They were stories acted out to teach a lesson. Miracle 
plays were often about a saint and the miracles they performed in during his, or her, lifetime. 

We talked about “Everyman” and “Piers Plowman”. They were both morality plays, stories to teach a 
lesson to those watching the play. Everyman taught the lesson that good works and knowledge could 
save you, but “Piers Plowman” taught a completely different lesson. Composed in the late 14th century 
(1300’s), this work called out for reform in the Roman Catholic Church and in society.  

In 1381, the leaders of the Peasant’s Revolt quoted from this play because there are many places 
where the rich people’s responsibility to give to the poor is mentioned.  

“Piers Plowman” is an allegory. There is a lot of symbolism in this play. We will read another allegory 
later on this year, Pilgrim’s Progress.  

http://www.jshomeschooling.com/portfolio/shop/britlitclass/
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150 years before the Reformation was in full swing, this poem is a call to reform the church and teach 
truth from the Bible.  

Read “Piers Plowman” 

Read “Piers Plowman” and answer the questions as you read the play. You can wait and read the play 
aloud together in class. Talk to your mom/teacher and find out the plan. You might read the play at 
home and read some of it aloud in class. You will be discussing these questions in Book Club. 

“Piers Plowman” is an allegory. Talk about the symbolism in the play/poem.  

What do the following symbolize? 

Dungeon of Wrong 

Lady named Holy Church 

Tower of Truth 

Book 

Summarize the simple plowman’s dream.  

What is Piers Plowman critical of? 

Why does the author make Piers a plowman instead of something else?  

How does this play cry out for reform? What emotions does it stir up in the reader/watcher? 

Did you like this work of literature? 
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September Week Four Class 

Open in Prayer 

Lecture or Discussion on History of the England 1000-1500, Middle English Works, Morality Plays 

Read Epic Poems Aloud 

Give Input to One Another on Epic Poems 

Book Club Discussion: Piers Plowman 

Close in Prayer 

Book Club Discussion on Piers Plowman 
You might enjoy reading Piers Plowman aloud as a family or co-op. Each person can take a part in the 
play and read their part in turn. You will need to have a narrator who will fill in all the gaps. This 
would make a great play to perform for an audience if you are interested in drama. After you read it 
aloud together, you can discuss this marvelous English work.  

“Piers Plowman” is an allegory. Talk about the symbolism in the play/poem.  

• What do the following symbolize? 
o Dungeon of Wrong 
o Lady named Holy Church 
o Tower of Truth 
o Book 

• Summarize the simple plowman’s dream.  
• What is Piers Plowman critical of? 
• Why does the author make Piers a plowman instead of something else?  
• How does this play cry out for reform? What emotions does it stir up in the reader/watcher? 
• Did you like this work of literature? 
• Why do you think it was so popular? 
• Why do you think it was so popular?  



MEREDITH CURTIS 

~ 50 ~ 

 

 

 

September Week Four Home 

Pilgrimages, Thomas a’Becket, Chaucer 
In the early centuries of Christianity, people made pilgrimages to the Holy Land to see the place where 
Jesus was born, lived, died, and rose again.  

Throughout the Middle Ages, Christians continued to make pilgrimages to the Holy Land. Muslims 
had controlled the Holy Land long before the Turks conquered, but Christians were still free to make 
pilgrimages. In A.D. 638, Omar refused to pray in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, allowing it to 
stay Christian. Both Jews and Christians were free to make pilgrimages and worship at the holy sites. 
When the Turks took over, things changed.  

The Turks invaded Jerusalem and churches were destroyed, including the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, but later allowed some of the churches to be rebuilt. Still, Christians were often attacked, 
robbed, and, sometimes, even murdered by the Turks. Outraged, the pope called for the Crusades to 
begin. It was a terrible time in history, but the reason I mention it is that the core reason was that 
desire for pilgrimage. Pilgrimage was an important part of their religious experience.  

Over time, pilgrimages were not only to the Holy Land, but also to the burial sites of holy men of 
God. Christians in Europe were convinced that if they made a pilgrimage to a holy tomb, they would 
be healed or have a special prayer answered. There were many popular pilgrimage destination sites in 
the Middle Ages, but I want to tell you about one in particular because it is the destination of the 
pilgrims (those on a pilgrimage) in Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer. 

Thomas a’Becket 

Thomas a’Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury during Henry II’s reign, served in the king’s court 
many years, fulfilling civic duties with a half-hearted devotion to Christ. When Henry II appointed 
him Archbishop of Canterbury, there was a dramatic change in his devotion to Christ. He began to 
pray, read the Bible, fast, and even practice self-denial and self-flagellation as a way to be right with 
God. He slept on a cold stone floor, and wore hair shirts (uncomfortable shirts worn underneath 
clothing that scratched the skin). This was before the rediscovery of God’s grace in the Reformation, 
so he was trying to atone for his sins of the past. But, Thomas did seem devoted to Christ. He even 
gave up his lavish lifestyle to live simply and was generous to the poor.  

What do you think Thomas’ change did to his relationship with King Henry II? You guessed it. They 
had disagreement after disagreement. One time Henry II got so mad that Thomas had to flee for his 
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life. The king called him back, saying that everything was fine between them, but while he was at the 
altar performing the mass, a church service, at the altar, he was brutally murdered by some of Henry 
II’s men. The men hacked him up in pieces with their sword—a horrible death! Henry II claimed to 
have nothing to do with Thomas’ death. But the English people were not so sure. They were furious 
and he was not very popular with his subjects.  

The king paid for this deed four years later by walking barefoot dressed in sack-cloth through the 
streets of Canterbury while monks flogged him with branches. He even spent the night in his friend’s 
crypt to gain forgiveness and favor from the pope for his treatment of Thomas a’Becket.  

Thomas a’Becket’s crypt in Canterbury was one of the most popular pilgrimage sites in the Middle 
Ages.  

Geoffrey Chaucer 

Geoffrey Chaucer (circa 1343—1400), the Father of English Literature, was a poet and storyteller. As 
a teenager, he was part of Edward III’s army. His parent’s were middle-class wine merchants and he 
ended up serving in royal courts as a page and a valet. He served as a page in the household of the 
Countess of Ulster, wife of King Edward III’s son. He also served as a valet to John of Gaunt and to 
King Edward III. 

He often traveled to the Continent on official business and was even taken prisoner by France during 
the 100 Years War. Full of good humor and wit, Chaucer was a popular writer in his time, supported 
by noblemen, and sometimes in the service of the king himself. He served a few years in Parliament. 
He was even captured while he was fighting for Edward III in the 100 Years’ War. He also traveled to 
the continent several times on government and private business. All of his adventures affected his 
writing.  

He loved to write and spoke four languages: French, English, Latin, and Italian. He started his writing 
career writing poetry in French. His most famous work, The Canterbury Tales, was written in English, 
one of the few great works written in English at the time.  

 In The Canterbury Tales, the narrator joins a group of pilgrims on their way to the Shrine of Thomas 
a’Becket in Canterbury. All twenty-nine pilgrims practice a different trade and whoever tells the best 
story (tale) wins a free supper. They take turns, each telling a tale, thus the title of the book! 

Give the Question to the Answer 

 This is the name of the king who ruled when Thomas a’Becket was Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Who is    ? 

This Book was written by Geoffrey Chaucer about pilgrims on their way to the shrine of 
Thomas a’Becket. 
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What is the       ?  

He is the Father of English Literature. 

Who is      ?  

Read Canterbury Tales 

Please read the “Prologue” and “The Second Nun’s Tale”. They are in the Resources section in this 
book. As you read, answer these questions. You will be discussing the questions in Book Club. 

Prologue 
What season is described in the beginning of the book? 

What do Englishmen back then do at this time of year? 

How many pilgrims does the narrator meet? 

Describe the knight. 

Name some of the places where the knight has seen battle. 

Describe the prioress. 

What is a prioress? 

What foreign language does she speak? 

Describe the merchant. 

What kind of hat does the merchant wear? 

What does the merchant talk about a lot? 

Talk about a few other characters. 

The Second Nun’s Tale 

Who is St. Cecelia? 
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Is this an old story or a new one? 

Why does the nun choose this story to tell? 

What are the similarities between the second nun and St. Cecelia? 
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Being World Changers! 

Raising World Changers! 

Powerline Productions exists to serve you! We want you to grow in your relationship with Jesus, experience joy and 
success in your homeschooling journey, and fulfill the Great Commission with your family in your home, church, and 

community. 

We offer Homeschooling books, unit studies, classes, high school classes, ladies Bible studies, God’s 
Girls Bible studies, Real Men Bible studies, Worship CDs, teaching CDs, DVDs, and cookbooks just 

for you! 

Our Websites 
joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/  

jshomeschooling.com/  
finishwellcon.com/  

powerlineprod.com/  
meredithcurtis.com/  

E-books Available @ powerlineprod.com/ 
mediaangels.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=1_19  

currclick.com/browse/pub/247/Powerline-Productions  
Print Books @ amazon.com/ (look up books by title) 

Contact Us:  Laura@powerlinecc.com & Meredith@powerlinecc.com & 
PastorMike@powerlinecc.com  

Powerline Productions 
251 Brightview Drive Lake Mary, FL 32746 

http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://finishwellcon.com/
http://powerlineprod.com/
http://www.meredithcurtis.com/
http://www.powerlineprod.com/
http://www.mediaangels.com/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=1_19
http://www.currclick.com/browse/pub/247/Powerline-Productions
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:Laura@powerlinecc.com
mailto:Meredith@powerlinecc.com
mailto:PastorMike@powerlinecc.com
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High School Classes by Powerline Productions 
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Teaching History the Fun Way 
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Maggie King Mysteries  

If you like cozy mysteries, you will love this series! Meet Maggie King, a pastor’s wife and homeschool 
mom who keeps stumbling across dead bodies. With her sidekicks, Sophia and Mary-Kate and her 
curious children, Maggie is on one adventure after another.  
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Real Men & God’s Girls 
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More Books by Powerline Productions 
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About the Author 

 

  Meredith Curtis, a pastor’s wife and homeschooling mom of five children, 
leads worship, mentors ladies, and, sometimes, even cooks dinner. Her passion 
is to equip people to love Jesus, raise godly children, and change the world 
around them with the power of the Gospel. “Lives are changed in the context 
of relationships,” Meredith often says, as well as, “Be a world changer! Raise 
world changers!” She enjoys speaking to small and large groups.  

 

All inquiries can be made to the author, Meredith Curtis, through email:  
Meredith@powerlinecc.com or contact her through her websites:  

joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/    
meredithcurtis.com/ 
finishwellcon.com/ 
powerlineprod.com/   

Meredith is the author of several books.  
Joyful and Successful Homeschooling 
Seven R’s of Homeschooling  
Quick & EZ Unit Study Fun  
Unlocking the Mysteries of Homeschooling High School (with Laura Nolette) 
Celebrate Thanksgiving 
Teaching Writing in High School with Classes You Can Use  
Teaching Literature in High School with Classes You Can Use 
HIS Story of the 20th Century 
HIS Story of the 20th Century for Little Folks 
 

Meredith is the author of several cozy mysteries: The Maggie King Mysteries series.  
Drug Dealers Deadly Disguise 
Hurricanes Can Be Deadly 
Legend of the Candy Cane Murder 
Wash, Dry, Cut, & Die 
War of the Roses Mystery 
Murder in the Mountains 
 

mailto:Meredith@powerlinecc.com
http://joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/
http://www.meredithcurtis.com/
http://finishwellcon.com/
http://powerlineprod.com/
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Meredith is the author of several Bible studies.  
Lovely to Behold 
A Wise Woman Builds  
Jesus, Fill My Heart & Home 
Welcome Inn: Practicing the Art of Hospitality in Jesus’’ Name 
Friends to the End 
God’s Girls Beauty Secrets (with Sarah Jeffords) 
God’s Girls Friends to the End (with Katie-Beth Nolette & Sarah Jeffords) 
God’s Girls Talk about Boys, Dating, Courtship, & Marriage 
 

Meredith is the author of several unit studies, timelines, and cookbooks.  
Celebrate Christmas in Colonial America 
Celebrate Christmas with Cookies 
Travel to London 
Celebrate Thanksgiving with the Pilgrims 
American History Cookbook 
Ancient History Cookbook 
20th Century Cookbook (with Laura Nolette) 
20th Century Timeline (with Laura Nolette) 
American History Timeline (with Laura Nolette) 
Ancient History (with Laura Nolette) 
 

Meredith is the author of several high school classes.  
American Literature and Research 
British Literature and Writing 
Who Dun It: Murder Mystery Literature & Writing 
Communication 101: Essays and Speeches 
Foundations of Western Literature 
Economics, Finances, and Business 
Worldview 101: Understand the Times 
New Testament Survey 
Old Testament Survey 
Great Commission 
 

And more… 
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