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Imagine!  

Climbing the ranks in Paradise, earning his (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) companionship! Witnessing His Divine Countenance! 

‘Age is but a number’: I see this age-old adage come to life in my 
elderly neighbour. For, despite ailing health and physical weakness, 
she continues to make every effort in learning The Glorious Qur’aan. 
So, how then, can an increase in age prevent any believer from 
committing His Words to memory? What better, more rewarding 
avenue can one seek to undertake in journeying towards the 
Hereafter? I recall a teacher once encouraging visiting grandparents 
to memorise Al Qur’aan: “Even if you memorise one verse each day 
for an entire year, you will have learnt one juzz in a year - in thirty 
years, you will then have memorised the entire Qur’aan!” 

The real-life story of a fifty year old Pakistani grandmother has 
inspired many of my older students in recent years: In her youth, this 
sister had memorised thirteen juzz of Al Qur’aan. She then married 
at a young age and spent the next two decades in bringing up and 
educating her children. After her youngest child married, she turned 
towards her unfulfilled goal: memorising the remainder of Qur’aan. 
It took her another decade to realise this goal, but realise it she did! 
May Allah ‘Azza wa Jall keep her from amongst the family of 
Qur’aan, aameen! 

Long after the sound of her walking stick has ceased down the 
corridor, I’m inspired by my eighty-six year old neighbour: her 
passion for the greatest phenomenon, Al Qur’aan; her life-long 
desire to memorise; her efforts to understand its Words; her 
yearning to enter His paradise: I’m inspired to want to be a better 
memoriser of Qur’aan, to apply its beautiful teachings, to live its 
message and to die having made every effort to be ‘a walking 
Qur’aan, Inshaa Allah! 

There is not a moving (living) creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but are 
communities like you. We have neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they (all) shall 

be gathered.     [6: 38] 
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